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CHAP, - xxx 


I Will now inform my readers, though 
perhaps a little prematurely, of thoſe 


circumſtances which are neceſſary to 
connect Lady Clarendon's relation, 
and by what means the 1mpoſture was 


carried on with ſuch ſucceſs. Ma- 


rianne Hervey was the daughter of a 
ſhoemaker in one of the moſt capital 
towns in Cornwall : he was a man of 
opulence in his way, and had only two 
children; the boy he bred to his own 
BE a ee on buſineſs, 
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| ' buſineſs, and ſent Marianne as an half 1 
boarder to one of the principal ſchools 
in Exeter. She did not by any 
means want a good natural capacity, 

and had an uncommon ſtock of art 

and contrivance, which her ſeveral years 
reſidence there had greatly improved, as 
zin the line ſhe was in, ſhe often had 
it in her power to aſſiſt the young la- 
dies, and always paid her court to 
thoſe who either had ſome friends in 
the town where ſhe could accompany 
them, or had the beſt allowance for 
pocket money, . which ſhe hoped to 
are. Though her learning was 
but little attended to, yet ſhe made a 
very tolerable figure; ſhe could ſpeak 
French. rapidly, if not correctly; read 
and wrote well, and excelled in needle- 
Work; and as her turn lay chiefly 
- this way, ſhe was often employed in 
millenary for the ſcholars, and frequent- 
| ly 
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ly dreſt their hair. Thus at the age of 
ſeventeen ſhe was completely qualified 
for the ſtation in life ſne was deſtined 
to fill, namely, waiting upon a lady; 
as her father had been ſome time de- 
clining both in health and circumſtan- 
ces, owing to the ill behaviour and 
extravagance of his ſon, who at laſt 
ran away and got into a ſervice, _ 


When Marianne left ſchoo!, ſhe ho- 
died to return to her native place, and 
aiſplay her talents and accompliſh- 
ments among her companions, but 
this expectation was not fulfifed ; her 
father became a bankrupt, and not 
long after died of vexation. She was 
of courſe obliged immediately to go 
out in the world, and lived for a year 
and a half with an old lady in Corn- 
wall; this lady then died, and her 
daughter, who was ſettled in Scotland, 
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coming to take poſſeflion of her for- 
tune, offered Marianne to return with 
her to London, where ſhe promiſed to 


get her a place; ſhe was delighted 


with this propoſal and joyfully accept- 


ed it. Romantic in her ideas to a- | 
moſt ridiculous height, and having 
really a good face and tolerable per- 
fon, on which however ſhe ſet too 


great a value, ſhe imagined nothing 
more was neceſſary to her making her 
fortune, than her being ſeen, and 
this journey to London filled her head 
with a thouſand ſtrange fancies, On 


her arrival, her firſt plan was to ſeek 


out her brother, who was then foot- 
man to a gentleman in Argyle ſtreet ; 
he provided her. a lodging in Oxford- 
road, as the lady ſhe game up with 


was on a viſit, and could not take 


her to her friend's houſe. Not hear- 


ing of a place likely to ſuit Marianne 
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3 Py ſtay, ſhe left it to the care 


of her friend, who very ſoon after 


her departure for Scotland, recommen- 
ded her to Lady Bellenden, where it 


was ſettled ſhe was to go in a fort- 


night. 


It was in the interim that the fire 
happened at Mrs. Middleton's, and all 


the neighbourhood being alarmed, Tho- 


mas Hervey among the reſt ran to 
the place and aſſiſted the ſufferers; 


here he met Mr. Gibbons, who telling 
him a very beautiful young woman, 
who had eſcaped at the firſt cry of 
fire, was then at his houſe, he at- 
tended him home merely for curioſity, 


and as the reader may remember, aſ- 
ſured Honoria the flames were got un- 
der. Her wild expreſſions of regret for 


the loſs of her trunk, made him ſuppoſe 


its contents were extremely valuable, and 
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her deſiring him to enquire for it, was an 
| opportunity of gain his unprincipled 
mind knew not how to withſtand. To- 
tally a ſtranger to the lady whom he 
[4 might never ſee again, he at once de- 
= termined to ſecure the trunk in his 
on power, and running back to the 1 
place, where he well recollected it was 2 
depoſited among the other things that 
were ſaved, he haſtily ſeized it, and 
! conveyed it unobſerved to his ſiſter's 
lodgings, which being at the corner 
ef Poland-ftrect, the poopie had been 
all alarmed, and were of courſe ſitting I 
up. tHe gave it to Marianne, charg- 1 
15 her to keep it fafcly till he called 
| the next day, but unwilling to confeſ; 
even to her his guilt, he only ſaid he 
found it by accident, He then ran 
back directly to Mrs. Gibbons's, and 
aſſured Honoria it was conſumed, which 
it was not in her power to contro- 
vert. 1 | 
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The next morning he went to his 
ſiſter's, and breaking open the box, 
promiſed whatever the contents were 
| ſhe ſhould ſhare with him; but how 


were they both diſappointed, when 


they diſcovered nothing but a bundle of 
old cloaths, -and a few other things of 


little value! Thomas, after ſwearing 


heartily, told Marianne, as he left her, 


ſhe might burn them all if ſhe plraſca, 
for he did not ſee any uſe they could 


be of. But women have more pa- 
tience than men; her curiolity was, 
at leaſt, excited, and ſhe looked ove 
every thing carefully, in the hope of 
finding ſome concealed treaſure; ſhe 
ſoon came to the certificate, the let- 
ter to lady Euſtace, and the paper 


written by Mrs. Forteſcue, a few 


months before her death; theſe ſhe 


peruſed, and gueſſing from them of | 
how much conſequence the trunk muſt 
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be to the owner, though of ſo little 


to. her, and not doubting but it would 


ſoon be advertiſed, and a large re- 


ward offered, ſhe determined not to 
let her brother know any thing of the 
matter, that he might not expect to 
divide whatever ſhe - might receive. 


For this purpoſe ſhe preſerved every 
thing together with equal care, and 


at the {ame time reſolved to tell Tho- 
mas, that te had carefully exa- 
mined the box, and that there was 


nothing in it but what he had ſeen. 


This ſhe put in practice the next morn- 
ing, when he came to acquaint her 
his maſter was going abroad the fol- 
ſowing day, and that he was to ac- 


company him, Marianne heard this 


wath pleaſure, as it would, at all events, 
prevent him from interfering in her 
plan, and in a week after his departure, 


_ the attended lady Bellenden 1 into Cheſhire, 


Avaricg, 


Avarice, next to vanity, was her 
ruling paſſion; and her intereſt the fuſt 
thing ſhe ever . conſidered. . Having 
gained a ſmall legacy from the lady 
ſhe laſt lived with, and ſeeing, on her 
arrival at the Caſtle, that Sir ;Edmund 
was in a very declining ſtate of health, 
ſhe reſolved to pay him the ſtricteſt 
attention, in the hope of being again 
equally fortunate. She daily ſearched 
the newſpapers for the expected adver- 
tiſement, but had been hitherto diſap- 
pointed, for believing it had been loſt 
by an accident, ſhe did not yet give up 
all hope; and willing to make all poſ- 
ſible advantage, ſhe took. the gold ſeal 
and crown piece, both of which had 
eſcaped her brother's obſervation, i into her 
pocket, thinking the ſeal would give her 
conſequence among] her fellow ſervants. 


Fler attentions to Sir Edmund werk 
not thrown. away; he grew really fond 
B 5 1 
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of her, and would often ſay, when ſhe 
was waiting upon him, © certainly this 
girl was born to better expectations; 
a hint which ſhe never failed to con- 
firm by a deep ſigh; and would re- 
ply, «© we muſt ſubmit to the decrees of 
Fate.” Sometimes he would aſk her of her 
paſt life; this ſhe uſually evaded giving 
a direct anſwer to, but would ſay, her 
father had been unfortunate, and that 
the extravagance of a brother had re- 
duced her to fervitude. At this time 
ſhe had no other meaning in theſe 
fpecches, than to induce Sir Edmund, 
and indeed the whole family, to believe 
ſhe had been formerly in a highef 
ſtation, and it had its effect; her know- 
ledge of French too was often affect- 
edly difplayed ; and theſe circumſtances 
combined, impreſt lady Bellenden with 
the ſame idea, and ſhe always treated 
her with the moſt conſiderate tenderneſs. 
| | One 


; 8 


One day when ſne had made Sir 
Edmund ſome negus, he complained 
therd was no nutmeg in it; ſhe im- 
mediately ſearched her pockets for one, 
but not finding it readily, ſhe took 
ſome of the things out, and laid them 
on the table, to diſcover if the nut- 
meg was among them. Here the ſeal 
and crown piece, which were by far 
the moſt conſpicuous, attracted Sir Ed- 
mund's notice; he inſtantly knew them, 
and trembling with an agitation he could 
not conceal, he demanded, in a loud 
voice, how ſhe came by them? Con- 
ſcious guilt inſtantly flew into her cheeks, 
and dyed them with the deepeſt crim- 
ſon; determined, however, not to ac- 
cuſe herſelf, le replied, they were her 
own. © Tell me, continued he, tell me 
this moment, how. you came by them? 
if they are really your own, you muſt. 

be my -mece, and lady Clarendon's 
g- ; daugh- 
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daughter.” Marianne, tho' ſtruck at this 
declaration, had yet preſence of mind not 
to deny it; ſhe fell at his feet in a pre- 
tended confuſion and ſurprize; for in- 
ſtantly gueſſing that the Honoria Sommer- 
ville, mentioned in the paper, was, though. 
ſhe knew not how, indeed lady Clarendon's. 
child, ſhe reſolved to confeſs herſelf to 
be Honoria, and having obtained time 
from her feigned aſtoniſhment to meditate 
an anſwer, at laſt replied, © 1 know not 
alas, Sir, to whom I belong; but only 
that I was found on a common. in. 
Ireland, and theſe things you ſee, with: 
ſeveral others in the poſſeſſion of the 
woman who was dead by my ſide.” Let 
me lee them 1 mediately, my dear 
girl,“ eee ln She waited. 
not to be aſked twice, but flying to 
her chamber, brought down the trunk. 
and all its contents, except the copy of 
Honoria's letter, which ſhe ſuppreſſed. 

| „b 


LS; d a 


for two _ reaſons ; one that the hand | 

diſagreeing with her own might raiſe 7 
ſuſpicions; the other, that ſhe could , 
relate the circumſtances there menti- 
tioned, without its being known ſhe had 
ſuch a guide to direct her; which, if 
they made any enquiries into the truth 
of, the coincidence of her ſtory would 
prove her identity. IT his reſolved on, 
the returned to Sir Edmund with the 
proofs, which he inſtantly acknowledg- 
ed, as has been. before related, as well 
as what paſſed in Ireland. 
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Thus was the to all appearance the 
daughter of Lady Clarendon ; no one 
conteſted, no one doubted her 'right to 
that title; and ſhe had but one fear to 
diſturb her ; this was the return of La- 
dy Euſtace, when ſhe diſcovered. her 
to be Lady Clarendon's niece, till ſhe 
heard this ſhe little dreaded her, as 
> cal 
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ſhe ſuppoſed it would be eaſy to avoid 


her; but, however, ſhe did not ſuffer 


this to prey long on her ſpirits; the 
Eaſt Indies were at a vaſt diſtance, 


the climate unhealthy, the voyage te- 


dious; a thouſand circumſtances might 
prevent their meeting; at all events, 
it was very poſſible ſne might be 
married and provided for, before Lady 


Euſtace could appear to diſcover the 


fraud. This determined her to accept 
the ſirſt offer ſne might meet with, 
which ſhe did not doubt would be as 

ſoon as ſhe appeared in the gay 
world; for who could reſiſt her beau- 
ty, particularly when aided by birth and 


fortune? 


Anxious, however, to ſecure, at leaſt 
for the preſent, the rights ſhe had thus 
baſely acquired, ſhe wrote to her bro- 
ther, who was ſtill in France, an ac- 
count of all that had paſſed, and 


begged 


1 Ts 14 
| begged he would acquaint her more 
particularly from whence he had the 
trunk, that ſhe might take her mea- 


ſures accordingly. In his anſwer, af- 


ter congratulating her on her conduct 
and ſucceſs, he aſſures her, ſhe need 


not apprehend a diſcovery, as the lady 
from whom he had taken the trunk 


imagined it was burnt, and conſe- 


quently would make no enquiry for it. 


This was very pleaſant information to 


Marianne, who looked upon it as a 


perfect ſecurity ; ſhe had now only to 
conceal this wonderful hiſtory from the 
world, that it might not reach the 


ears of the real Honoria; and, as 


that name was a ſingular one, ſhe en- 
treated Lady Clarendon that ſhe migh: 
be called by her own name, Louiſa, 
who, pleaſed at this requeſt, which 


ſhe ſuppoſed proceeded from affection, 
readily complied ; and ſhe alſo begged 


all 
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all that had paſſed might be kept a 


profound ſecret, as if the ſtory was 


circulated, it would make her a con- 


ſtant object of curioſity; to this her 
Ladyſhip alſo conſented, promiſing on- 
ly to acquaint thoſe of her intimate 
friends, who knew the had loſt a 
daughter, that ſhe had been happily 


reſtored to her, but without. telling them 


the means; for this ſecret ſhe meant 
to keep as much from delicacy and re- 


gard to her brother's memory, as in 


aner with Lens 3 


Thus was almoſt every poſſibility of; "W 


diſcovery of this unparalleled treachery 


prevented. Louiſa, perfectly happy 


in her new ſituation, loſt. the remem- 
brance of what ſhe had been, and 


fancied herſelf born to riches and ti- 
tles: her uncle's legacy compleated 
her intoxication, | and ſhe forgot that 
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any circumſtance would poſſibly de- 
prive her of it. Delighted with the 
gay world and the pleaſures it afford- 
ed, ſhe entered into them with a ſpirit 
which ſhe imagined would give an 
idea of her taſte for high life, and 
aſſumed an air of infolence and levity, 
which ſhe thought would Appar like 
dignity and faſhion. 


Let me here acquaint my readers 
with the contents of that letter which 
ſo greatly aſſiſted Marianne in her 
ſchemes. When firſt Honoria was 
ſettled at Miſs Mortimer s, ſhe began 
writing to Lady Euſtace an account of 
all that had paſſed fince her departure, 
till her own arrival in England; on 
reading it over, before ſhe had fi- 
niſhed, it ſtruck her as expreſſing too 
treely the ſentiments of her father, 
and ſhe reſolved to begin another and 
write 


1 — 1 - I" N 
be * A ” 
Ne. Er, 8 2 i, x n — 2 


. 7 ** — A. 
— 8 3 86 W — 3 — 4 
. — — B - gt Dp a | 
ya" et Dingo - . en oo * 4 —— — 
$a: wad - 6 2 8 7 8 ths . er . 
3 2 3h F | — 2 — 
. 


5 r 
oh 1 - = 


8 — àÄ— 
Dr n n 


4 — x 
ERA 
— 


. 
1 
| 
; % 


- 0:4: 
ul 
1. "If P 
by + 56 
Ml 
Sei | 
1 1 or 
E 
1 1 
\ 


8 HONORIA SOMMERVILLE: 


write with more caution : the unfiniſh- 
ed one ſhe locked up in the trunk 


which contained all her treaſure, and 


by this means it fell into Marianne's 


power. She had brought her ſtory 
no farther than her landing at Parkgate, 


and had not mentioned what name 


ſhe had aſſumed, but .only faid ſhe 
had reſolved to change her own. 


Thus when the fictitious Miſs Claren- 
don was introduced to Miſs Catherine 


Wentworth, ſhe had not the moſt. 


diſtant idea of her being the very Ho- 


noria Sommerville whom ſhe ſo much 
dreaded, It was perfectly eaſy for a 
girl who poſſeſſed ſuch a degree of 
cunning, to connect her ſtory with 


Honoria's ; ſhe faid ſhe came from 


Parkgate with a lady, who, pitying 


her misfortunes, took her into her ſer- 


vice, but that lady dying, a friend of 
her's recommended her to Lady Bel- 


: e lenden. 


nnn IS T 


lenden. She carefully avoided meet- 
ing any one who could poſſibly reveal 


the deception ſhe had practiſed; and 


her indifference to all her ſuppoſed 
friends in Ireland, was the firſt trait in 


her character which gave Lady Cla- 


rendon that diſlike which daily en- 
creaſed. Ever attentive to the grand 
object ſhe had in view, ſhe encouraged 


the addreſſes of the young Templar ; 


but this was diſcovered, and ſhe was 


ſent into baniſhment, as ſhe termed it. 


There, however, her acquaintance with 


Captain Harcourt, who was quattered 


at Northampton, conſoled her for her 


abſence fr Om London, : and- it was on © 


his account ſhe ſo much rejoiced at 
the journey to Bath, where by a letter 
he promiſed to meet her, being called 
from Northampton. 
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20 HONORIA SOMMERVILLE: 


The reader will not want to be in- 


formed he was. a mere fortune- hunter, 
his conduct has fo evidently proved it; 
but the ſight of Emily Onſlow, and 


her two thouſand a year, made him 
endeavour to convince her of his con- 


ſtancy, and obtain her pardon; failing 


in this, as we have already ſeen, his 
next ſcheme was to reconcile himſelf 


to Miſs Clarendon, who had been ex- 
tremely enraged at his attentions to 
Miſs Onflow, but this was no difficult 
taſk, and he ſoon accompliſhed it. He 


correſponded privately with her from 
the time of his leaving Bath after the 
duel, and when Sir William was out 
of danger, and Captain Harcourt con- 


ſequently in no apprehenſion of a pur- 
ſuit, Louiſa, that he might evade the 


law againſt ſtealing an heireſs, went 
herſelf in a poſt-chaiſe, and took him 


up at Briſtol, from whence they went 
= 7 | into 
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into Wales, where, in a retired vil- 
lage, they were properly aſked _ 


church, and then married, Loi 
who fearing if ſhe was married entire- 
ly by a feigned name, it would not 
ſtand good if the deception was ever 
diſcovered, told the Captain ſhe was 
not chriſtened Louiſa, but was only 
called ſo in compliment to her mo- 
ther, but that her name was Marianne 


Hervey ; . by that, therefore, ſhe was 


aſked and married, and when the ce- 


remony was performed, they took lodg- 
ings Carmarthen, till they could re- 
ſolve on what meaſures tò purſue.--- 


And here for a while let us leave 


them, and return to the more reſpect- 
able perſonages of our hiſtory. 


HONORIA SOMMERVIELES 


... XXXML 


HoNOoRIA roſe early the next 
morning, to write to Ireland, that ſhe 


might no longer lie under the imputa- 
tion of ſuch deep ingratitude. She ſent 


one letter to her old nurſe, another to 


Miſs Meriton, fearing, if ſhe wrote 


to Mr. Forteſcue, it might be inter- 


cepted by his lady; in this ſhe re- 
queſted Sophia, that her father would if 
poſſible ride over to Wood Park, and 


explain to her dear benefactor, the 


reaſons which had ſo long kept her 
| | filent, 


flent, and relate to him the impoſ- 
ture, and by what means it had been 
diſcovered. When ſhe had finiſhed, 
her mind was relieved from a load 


of anxiety, and ſhe came down to 
breakfaſt, which was that day later 
with a ſmiling coun- 
tenance, which was a true picture of 


than uſual, 


the ſerenity of her heart. When the 


_ rtea-things were removed, ſhe informed 


Lady Clarendon, that if it was agree- 


able to her, ſhe would go that morn- 


ing to Major Southmore's, in Abing- 
don-ſtreet, to enquire for Mrs. Lam- 
bert and her - grand-daughters. Lady 
Clarendon approved her reſolution, and 


begged ſhe would defire the favor 


of ſeeing them in Harley-ſtreet,. as 
ſhe particularly wiſhed to be intro- 
duced to the Mpijor, "whoſe kindnefs 


to her child, ſhe ſaid, ſhe ſhould 


never forget, Sir William, then aſked, 
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24 HONORIA,SOMMERVILLE: 


if it was Major Southmore of the 


of him from a brother-officer, who 
ſpoke in, the higheſt | terms of his 


underſtanding and character. This 
pleaſed Lady Clarendon, and ſhe 
replied, ſhe did not know, but ſhe. 
ſhould apply to him for his advice and 


aſſiſtance with reſpe& to the Harcourts, 
T he chariot was then ordered, and 
Honoria drove to Weſtminſter. 


| The whole family were at home, 


and received her with the utmoſt de- 
monſtrations of pleaſure. Major South- 
more thanked her for her kindneſs to 


his niece and her grand-mother, and 
on her replying it was not then in 
her power to be of any {ſervice to 
them, he anſwered--- Yes, my dear 
poem, you. gave them your coun- 
| tenance, 


Lad % 


Regiment, and finding it was, 
added, he had heard a great deal 


* 
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tenance, your advice, and your ſociety ; 


you treated them with politeneſs, affa- 
bility, and even affection, and believe 
me, theſe are favors, which to thoſe, 
whoſe minds are delicate, though their 
fortunes are reduced, are the higheſt 
and moſt flattering 4 ſuperior can con- 


fer.” Honoria bowed, and ſaid, ſhe 
had received more pleaſure from Mrs. 


and Miſs Lambert's company, than it 
was poſſible for her to beſtow, and 


that ſhe now came to ſolicit a con- 


tinuance of their acquaintance, not 


only in her own name, but in chat of 


Lady Clarendon, to whom ſhe was im- 


patient to introduce them. The 


Major replied, he ſhould be happy to 
pay his reſpects to her, and the ladies 


appeared not a little pleaſed at the 
requeſt. The former then acquainted 


Honoria with the ſeveral particulars of 
his finding his nieces, which Mit 
„„ Melmoth 
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26 HONORIA $SOMMERVILLE: 


Melmoth had before ae her of ; 


but ſhe did not, till this moment, 


know what eſtate it was which had 


juſt fallen to him, and heard, with 
ſome ſurprize, it was Sir William 


Egerton's; to whoſe father he was firſt 
couſin. She then related to him her 
acquaintance with Lady Egerton, the 
reaſon why ſhe quitted Mis. Camp- 
bell's, and what had ſince befallen her, 
reſerving only the late happy diſcovery, 


which ſhe did not think herſelf 


authorized as yet to reveal. After 
ſpending two hours with them, ſhe 
took leave; the Major promiſed to 


Wait on her and Lady Clarendon the 


next day, but Mrs. Lambert and the 


young ladies regretted that they muſt. 


for ſome time be deprived of that 
pleaſure, as they were in the morning 
to return into Hertfordſhire for a 
few days, TH 


Honoria 
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. Honoria was not fo well pleaſed with 
her viſit as ſhe expected; this ſhe could 
ſcarcely herſelf account for, but, in fact, 
ſhe was diſappointed at hearing no- 
thing of Colonel Effingham, which 
ſhe had flattered herſelf with, and 
Mrs. Lambert's viſit to Hertfordſhire 
would put it out of her power to make 


any enquiry for ſome time. She told 


Lady Clarendon of the Major's pro- 
miſed viſit, which he delayed not, 
but the next day, exactly at twelve, 
rapped at the door. After the com- 
mon compliments had paſt, Lady 
Clarendon addreſt him with an earneſt- 
neſs which are him. * Per- 
haps, Major South 

know the extent of my obligations 
to you; permit me, however, to re- 
turn my ſincere thanks for your at- 
tentions to that dear girl, whom as 


Fa you conſider only as Mis Went- 


C 2 Worth, 


more, you do not 
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28 HAQNORIA SOMMERVILLE! 


worth, let me now introduce her to 
you as my daughter.“ As your 


daughter, Lady Clarendon! (replied the 


Major, in the utmoſt aſtoniſhment, ) 
how, by what means has it been fo 
long concealed from the world?“ 


« Becauſe, (ſaid her Ladyſhip) un- 


fortunately it has been, till within theſe 
few days, unknown even to myſelf.“ 


ce Indeed, returned he, I am truly 
rejoiced at a diſcovery, which I am 
ſure muſt at leaſt make two people 
as happy as ſuch an event can render 


them; but may I aſk how it became 
known to you?” © Do you not re- 


member, Major, (anſwered Honoria,) 
when we were travelling from Park- 
gate, a pretty little amuſing anecdote. 


a young woman gave us, of a Miſs 
Sommerville, a beggar's child, who 


had eloped from very good friends 


in Ireland, with a young man of bad 


character?“ 
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character?“ * Yes, perfectly, (returned 


he,) and I alſo remember, that in 


ſpight of all we were told to her diſ- 
advantage, I thought in ſome reſpects 


ſhe was much to be piried, and you 


agreed with me.” Ah, that I did, 


indeed, (continued Miſs Clarendon, ) 


and you will not wonder that I did, 
when. I tell you I was the very 


 Honoria Sommerville ſhe ſpoke of, 
though I really was not guiity of all 


ſhe laid to my charge.” Is it poſ- 
ſible! (interrupted he, then after a 
pauſe,) - -but why, liſs Clarendon, 
when we had parted with her and her 


companion, did you not intruſt me 
with the truth?“ „ What, Sir, after 


I had heard myſeif accuſed of crimes 


ſo black, and which I had no means 
to convince you were falſe? We were 


equally ſtrangers to you, and it was. 


more probable I ſhould tell wy ſtory 
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30 HONORIA SOMMERVILLE:? 


in the moft favorable manner for 
myſelf, than that ſhe ſhould, without : 
any cauſe, accuſe a perſon whom ſhe 
knew not, of ſuch baſe and unprin- - 
cipled actions: beſides, I ſaw you 
were inclined to pity me, and I had 
then too few friends in the world, 
to riſque loſing your good opinion.” 
Indeed, (returned he) you might 
have truſted me; I was ſo prepoſſeſſed 
in your favor, by the ingenuous artleſs- 
neis of your manner, that I ſhould 
have believed whatever you had been 
Pleaſed to. tell me. But pray oblige 
me, by reconciling theſe ſtrange things, 
and inform me how Miſs Wentworth, 
Miſs Sommerville, and Miſs Claren- 
don, are all the ſame perſons ?”---Lady 
Clarendon and her daughter then gave 
him a ſhort account of the circurn- 
ſtances that brought about the happy 
diſcovery, each relating the part which 

more 
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CT 31 
more particularly concerned herſelf; 
and the former aſked him if he would 


be preſent at the interveiw, which ſhe 
hoped would now ſoon take place 


between their family and the Har- 


courts. . © Yes, Madam, he replied, with 
pieaſure, and will take any part in it 
that you wiſh me.” She then mentioned 


her plan, which he approved of ex- 


tremely, and offered to bring with him 


a Counſellor of his intimate acquain- 


tance, and adviſed, that there ſhould 
be ſome perſon qualified to take Mrs. 


Harcourt's confeſſion, in ſhort hand, if 


ſhe ſhould deſign to make one, leſt 


at any future time ſhe might” chule to 


deny it. 


A long converſation then ſucceeded, 
on the variety of ſtrange events which 
| Honoria had experienced. © Let it, 
* dear Miſs Clarendon, (ſaid the 
C 3 hg. 
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32 HONORIA SOMMERVILLE: 


Major,) be a lefon to you in future, 
to place an entire dependance on 
Providence; ſince through your whole 


hf, thoſe circumſtances, apparently the 


moſt diſtreſſing, have been productive 
of the greateſt good. Had not Mrs. 


Forteſcue died, and Mr. Forteſcue 
married again, you would not have 


left Ireland, and conſequently could 
never have been known to Lady 
Clarendon; for, had you even been 


introduced to her, as Miſs Sommer- 
ville, by Lady Euſtace, ſhe would 
never have gueſſed Miſs Sommerville 


to be her daughter. Had you not by 


che Hire, loſt the trunk, as you thought, 


beyond a poſſibility of regaining it, you 
would have advertiſed, and Marianne 


reſtored it; thus Sir Edmund had 
never ſeen the gold ſeal, Had you 


not left Lady Egerton, and broke 


your arm, * Melmoth could not 
have 
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have been, as the now muſt be con- 
ſidẽred, the firſt cauſe, through Lad 7 


Pelham, of your becoming Lady 


Clarendon's gueſt, and of courſe of 


this fortunate diſcovery. Thus, my 


dear young Lady, (forgive my preach- 
ing to you, I confeſs it is perhaps 
better adapted to a clerical, than a 
military habit) if every body would: 


reflect, when. oppreft by the hand of 


misfortune, how much would it con- 
tribute to lighten the evil they com- 


plain of, by leſſening its effect on their 
minds! One word more and I have 
done. Is it not a wonderful and 


ſtriking proof of the intervention of 
Heaven, that tlie very means Sir 
Edmund took to accompliſh his pur- 
Poſe, ſhould thus counteract his deſign? 


and now, Lady Clarendon, you have the 
happineſ of ſeeing your child properly 5 
and. ſtiictly educated in the religion 

. 4 you! 
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you have been taught to prefer.” 
Honoria ſhed tears of gratitude to hea- 
ven for the bleſſings ſhe had received, 
which ſhe readily acknowledged, and 
thanked the Major for his kind pater- 
nal advice, which ſhe aſſured him ſhe 
would follow. Lady Clarendon, 
though extremely affected, was vet 
highly pleaſed with his ſerious and ju- 
dicious remarks. He ſoon after took 
leave, promiſing to viſit them frequent- 
ly, and to hold himſelf in reacuneſs 1 
the expected ſummons. 


The remainder of the day they paſſed 
again alone; Sir William was gone to. 
Kenſington. with Emily Onſlow and the 
Aſhbourns.; and: Honoria thought this 
too good an opportunity to. be loſt, 
and determined to make ſome enqui- 
ries reſpecting Colonel Effingham's at- 
tachment to Mrs, Harcourt. From 

4 | | | the: 
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the firſt moment ſhe had known her- 


ſelf to be really Lady Clarendon's 
daughter, it had ſtruck her as a poſſi- 


bility that the Colonel's letter might 


be addreſſed to herſelf, and in conſe- 
quence of indulging this idea, had ta- 


ken her beloved locket from its long 
confinement, and kept it in her pocket, 
not daring to wear it tied round her 
neck as before, leſt it ſhould. excite a 
curioſity ſhe as yet knew not how to- 


gratify.. But this hope was damped, 


by Lady Clarendon's ſilence on the 


ſubject, a ſilence which mortified and 
diſconcerted her, ſince ſhe was, from 


that induced to ſuppoſe that the Co- 


lonel had ſome-where ſeen Louiſa in 


her mother's abſence, and was really 
attached to her; if that was _not the; 
caſe, ſhe could: not account for Lady 
Clarendon's not mentioning it when ſhe 


cleared up every thing beſides. A- 
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gain ſhe thought over his letter, but 
it gave her no light, it afforded no 
conſolation, as it agreed equally with 
her hopes and fears. At length, af- 
ter tormenting herſelf to no purpoſe, 
the determined if poſſible to think no 
more of it till Mrs. Harcourt's con- 
feſſion ſhould diſcover the truth. But 
this reſolution ſhe had not the power 
w "adhere to. During this zete-a-tete 
with her mother, ſhe thought a gentle 
enquiry for the volume of Metaſtaſio- 

would lead to the ſubject, and by de- 
termining her fate at once, in one 
way or another put an end to her 
ſuſpenſe. After a number of heſita- 
tions and a thouſand tremors, ſhe at 
laſt gathered courage, and ſaid to La- 
dy Clarendon, Pray, madam, when 
vou opened the trunk, did you not ſee 
a book, I believe I left one there, a 
volume of poems? Tes, my dear 
N 3 Zirl, 


' % 


* 
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girl, there was a volume of tranſlations 
from the Italian, but I reſtored it 
as I thought to its right owner; 
Colonel Effingham's name was in it, 
and when Louiſa rejected his addreſſes, 
J thought it proper to return it. 
*{ To Colonel Effingham, madam! 
Heaven and earth ! did you fend it to 


him?” The agitation with which ſhe 
ſpoke, and the deep bluſh that crim- 


ſon'd her cheek, gave Lady Clarendon 
an idea which had never before ſtruck 
her imagination. But for this emotion 
I muſt account, by informing my read- 
ers, that when Honoria had firſt poſ- 


ſeſſion of this book, it being long be- 
fore ſhe had any reaſon to ſuſpe& his 


conſtancy, ſhe had pleaſed herſelf by 


writing under his name, (little ſuſpect- 


ing he would ever ſee it) four lines 


from a ſong which fuited her feelings, 


and ſoothed her melancholy, 


IWhere'er 
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M here er thy ,wearied footfteps rove,. 

here er thy gentle ſpirit be, 

My heart the favour'd ſpot ſhall love, 
And bleſs the clime that bleſſes thee.. 


This was ſigned. Honoria Sommerville, 


and it was the recollection of this 


which now confuſed her, from fearing 


he was acquainted with the tenderneſs: 
of her ſentiments; a tenderneſs he had: 
not returned, and ſo little deſerved. 
« Honoria, ſaid Lady Clarendon earn- 


eſtly, your bluſhes, your agitation, lead 
me to ſuſpect Suſpect what, dear 


madam ? | (interrupted. Honoria,. endea- 


vouring to recompoſe her features,) I 
hope I have never acted. in any way 


unworthy of your daughter.” No, 
my dear girl, (returned. her Ladyſhip. 


{miling,).I means not to accuſe you of 


any thing; but I wiſhed to tell vou, 
J fear I have been in an error; if I 
Fa 1 


3 
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have, you can rectify it: anſwer me 


fincerely, do you know Colonel Effing- 
kam?“ Yes, madam,” ſaid Honoria, 
bluſhing and heſitating. Where did 
you firſt ſee him, and was he merely 
2 common acquaintance? I knew 
him when he was quartered in Ire- 
land, at a little town within three 


miles of Wood Park, where he was a 


conſtant viſitor.” Her confuſion was 4. 


ſufficient anſwer to the latter part of 
Lady Clarendon's queſtion, who con- 
nued: «You need ſay no more, my 


love, your countenance explains all 1 
with to know; I will now in my turn 
inform you of what you are yet a: 


ſtranger to; but my mind has of late 


been fo wholly engaged, that T forgot, 


among her other deceits,, Louiſa might 


_ Pretend an acquaintance th the Colo- 


nel, and that. in fact his letter might 


be addreſſed to you: doubt 
1 : | | nt, 
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not, was the caſe, but it had eſcaped 
my memory till you mentioned the 
book; that is a convincing proof it 


was found in the trunk, with his name 


written in the firſt page, and your's 
underneath. ' When Louiſa ſo poſitively 


return it to him, and have ſince never 


thought of it, and regarded the Co- 


lonel as a lover of her's, without re- 
collecting at what time it was ſhe 


conſidered him as ſuch ; her confeſſion, 


however, will, I hope, diſcloſe - every 
apparent myſtery. And now, my dear, 
as I have been thus explicit, you will 


not, I think, refuſe me your confidence 
on this ſubject.Certainly, madam, 


I will not (replied Honoria;) ſhe then 


related every circumſtance, from the 
firſt moment ſhe ſaw him, not conceal-- 
ing the locket, nor her reaſon for 


leaving Miſs Mortimer; but conchud- 


- 
: 
- *% # 


3 


ne er Bibs of 

I ed by ſaying, ſhe dared not hope 
Lady Clarendon's ſuggeſtions were true, 
as his behaviour had been twice ſo 
pointedly neglectful.? « You do not 
: recollect, my love, returned her Lady- 
ſhip, he undoubtedly ſuppoſed you to 
be Miſs Clarendon; though how he 
attained that knowledge, I own, 'I am 
puzzled to gueſs ; but with that idea, 
was not his behaviour perfectly natu- 
ral; for muſt he not feel a great de- 
gree of reſentment, at the haughty con- 
tempt with which he imagined you 
had treated him?” Honoria allowed 
the poſſibility of this, but would not 
allow herſelf to hope, leſt ſhe - ſhould 
again experience a bitter diſappoint- 
ment : beſides, unleſs ſhe herſelf re- 
vealed it to him, which ſhe could ne- 
ver condeſcend to do, how would he 
ever know the fatal miſtake ; ſince, in 
in that caſe it was plain, even at Bath, 


F * * FFT r 
a N S. e N 5 r . 
Fe N 8 ö "ir FI D * + St ADS, ond +, N 
—_ STIL A ̃ꝗ ̃ “ BE 3 7 

2 . 8 r 4k 3 by 2 3 . 25 2 0 
S 3 22 n 1 F308 WY r \ ann Mes” 3 e 
es; CR EA Jan 5 R r 3 N „5 OS Fs i PR PIETY, 


i 


42 HONORIA SOMMERVILLE: 


ſhe had fancied her to be Miſs Cla- 
rendon, and her now being really ſo, 
would confirm his error, if at any 
future period they ſhould meet? at all 
events, however, ſhe felt happy in 
having diſcloſed to her mother the only 
ſecret ſhe had concealed, and rejoiced. 

that ſhe could now at any time ſpeak 
a 3 7K the ſubject, f 


Whilſt ey were converſing, a ſer- 
vant brought in a note, which he ſaid 
a man waited for an anſwer to; Lady 
Clarendon opened it, and read: — 


ae pn hd Mrs. Harcourt's re- 
4. ſpectful duty attends Lady Claren- 
« don; the latter hopes ſhe will not 
« refuſe her forgiveneſs of a ſtep, to 
« which ſhe was compelled, by the 
* fear that ſhe ſhould not obtain con- 
9 ſent to unite herſelf to the man of 

| cc her 


:» 0 


«row. at twelve in Harley- ſtreet.“ 
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« her heart; and ſhe only waits Aa 
« dy Clarendon's permiſſion, to throw | 
e herſelf at her feet, and ſolicit that 
« forgiveneſs in perſon. But the Cap- 
ee tain will wait on her Ladyſhip any 
ce day ſhe will do him the honour to 
c appoint, to ſettle reſpecting his La- 


_« dy's fortune.“ 


Edward Street. . 0 . 


Both her Ladyſhip and Dees 


were much diverted at the ſtyle of 


this note, particularly at Mrs. Har- 
court's dutiful reaſon for marrying the 
Captain; and the former taking her 
Pen, wrote an anſwer as follows: 


Lady Clarendon deſires to fee 
60 Captain and Mrs. Harcourt to-mor- 


— 
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"Cool as it was, this note highly 


pleaſed the fugitives; Mrs. Harcourt 
not doubting a favourable reception, 
rejoiced in the ſucceſs of her ſcheme, 
and had now no W N of 4 
eh 


5 Clarendon, the moment ſhe 
had concluded this, wrote others to 
the Aſhbourns, and Major Southmore, 
claiming their reſpective promiſes ; and 
by eleven o'clock all but the Har- 
courts were arrived. The Major 
brought his friend «he Counſellor, to 
whom he had before given a ſhort ac- 
count of this ſtrange affair, but only 
mentioned the name of Sommerville 


how great then was his aſtoniſhment, 


when, on entering the room, he found 
in the fair plaintiff the very Miſs Went- 


worth whom he had ſeen at C k 
nor was ſhe leſs ſurprized at diſcover- 
ing 


IPL oy 


ang him to be the Mr. Milford, who 


had been one cauſe of her leaving 


Mrs. Campbell, by the ridiculous diſ- 
cloſure of her long concealed: plagi- 


 ariim. He addreſſed her with that po- 


liteneſs which was natural to him, 
and congratulated. her on this happy 
turn of fortune, at the ſame time 


paying her ſo many compliments, 
that ſhe was totally at a loſs how to 


anſwer him ; but this diſtreſs was ſoon 
relieved, by a thundering rap at the door, 
which announced the arrival of the Har- 
courts, and the company all ſeated them- 


ſelves. When the Captain and - his 


Lady entered, neither his courage, nor 


her effrontery, could ſtand againſt the - 


formidable appearance of ſuch a circle, 


| „which ſo wholly precluded the hopes 


they had formed of a favourable and 
affectionate reception. The latter, 
however, never off her guard, ran up 
& Lady Clarendon, and fell on her 

| Knees, 
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knees, as if to entreat in the humbleft 


poſture, that pardon ' which | ſhe was 
conſcious ſhe had not merited ; but 


before ſhe could begin a ſpeech framed 
for the occaſion, ' her Ladyſhip diſ- 


engaged herſelf, and with a look of 


extreme contempt, ſaid, „1 will not 


hear your proteſtations, Mrs. Harcourt, 
till I know whether you are really 
accountable to me for your conduct, 
or whether my forgiveneſs can any 
way be eſſential to your peace of 


mind, which at preſent I To much 


doubr. ” 


Mrs. Harcourt roſe, extremely aſto- 


niſhed at this addreſs, yet not gueſſing 


the cauſe: the poor Captain had ſtill 


leſs an idea of its meaning, but wil- 


ling to ſecure as many iriends as he 
could, he went to Sir William, and 
ſaid, 1 now, Sir, entreat your pardon 


for 


A @ v:- | 


for what has paſſed between us, I con- 
fels my error, and hope in future we 
ſhall live like brothers.“ When 1 
acknowledge you as my brother (re- 
turned Sir William, haughtily,) de- 
pend on ft, Sir, I ſhall behave to you 
as one, but what claim you have to 
that title is yet to be known.” Cap- 
tain Harcourt, piqued at this anſwer, 
reſentfully withdrew his offered hand, 
and turning to Lady Clarendon, ſaid, 
«© I hoped, Madam, to find you alone, 
as the buſineſs which I came upon 
does not require ſo many witneſſes.” 
« ] beg your pardon, Sir, returned her 
Ladyſhip, it does require many wit- 
neſſes; you came to demand your wife's 
fortune; I muſt now acquaint you ſhe 
has no claim to any *; That - 
Madam, (ſaid he ſcornfully) can eaſily. 
be proved by the late Sir Edmund 
Bellenden's will, a copy of which I. 
805 have 
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have this moment received,” and brought 
with me, to ſettle any difputes port 
the ſubject.” © Produce the will i 1 
you pleaſe, Sir, (faid Lady . ; | 
it gives thirty-thouſand pounds to my A 
daughter, Honoria Sommerville Claren+ 
don; it is now to be proved who is 
my daughter, and I here declare your 
wife is not; ſhe has deceived you, 
as ſhe has deceived me before. My 
daughter fits in that window ;” pointing 
to Honoria, who was pale and anxious 
for the event of this ſcene, but not from 
any fear that ſhe ſhould loſe that 
title, which ſhe was well aſſured ſhe 
herſelf only had a claim to. 


1 The guilty Marianne was alarmed 

1 gat this ſpeech, but reſolving to loſe 

nothing from want of ſpirit, ſhe roſe, 

and, in the madneſs of her rage, 

ſtamped on the floor, and attempted _ 
| : | te 


T 


1 85 3 
to fly to Honoria, but Harry Aſhbourn 


forcibly withheld her; but he could 


mot reſtrain her tongue, which laviſhed 
the bittereſt invectives, accuſing her 
of having, by the meaneſt arts, ſtolen 
her mother's affection, and faid ſhe 
had now prevailed on her to diſclaim 
her child, that ſhe might aſſume her 
place. Captain Harcourt in vain 
for ſome time attempted to ſtop this 
torrent, by telling her milder methods 
would be more effectual, and the mo- 


Iment ſhe ceaſed, he addreſſed Lady 


Clarendon, and told her he could 
eaſily ſee through this pitiful artifice, 
which was contrived that ſhe might 
avoid paying his wife the fortune which 
her uncle had left her; but that in a 
court of juſtice, if ſhe obliged him to 
have recourſe to ſuch means, he 
would aſſert his rights, and doubted 
not his ſucceſs. That trouble I 
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will ſave you, Sir, replied her "FM 
ſhip, by convincing you of the truth. 
Mrs. Harcourt, you well know you 
are not my daughter, though by 
what means you have ſo long paſſed 
for ſuch, I am yet to learn.” Let 


me queſtion her, Madam, cried Mr. 


Milford, you are too much agitated:“ 
then turning to, Mrs. Harcourt, 
« Hear what Lady Clarendon offers; 
if you will at once confeſs who you 


are, and how you became poſſeſt of the 


trunk and other things belonging to 
the real Miſs Sommerville, ſhe will 
immediately forgive you what is paſt, 
and ſuffer you to depart unmoleſted ; 
but if you refuſe, you ſhall be inſtant- 
ly conſigned to proper officers, who 
ſhall take care of you till you are 
tried in court as an impoſtor; how 
you vill then come off, your own 

conſcience 


3 


Des * 
8 
. 


&- n . 


conſcience can at this moment inform 
you?” ; 


\ 


Mrs. Harcourt trembled, but en- 
deavoring to conceal her apprehen- 
ſions, anſwered with her uſual aſſur- 


ance---< Pray, Sir, who can prove 1 


was not Miſs Sommerville, and of 
courſe the only perſon who has a 


right to thoſe things you mention?“ 


« Miſs Sommerville's friends in Ire- 


land, Madam, (replied Mr. Milford); 


Mr. Forteſcue who bred her up; the 


woman who nurſed her; the Clergy- 


man who baptized her; the families 


who viſited at Wood Park during her 
reſidence there, ſhall all be fub- 


pœnoed, and they can at once decide 
whether you or that lady, (meaning 
Miſs Clarendon) are the real Honor, 
and their deciſion nothing can con- 
tradict.“ 


DDD 
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The authority with which the 
Counſellor ſpoke, terrified the guilty 


wretch, who was juſt going to fall on 


her knees and beg mercy, but Cap- 


tain Harcourt again ſpeaking, ſne had 


time to recover. This (ſaid he) 
zs a mean ſubterfuge, intended by the 
family as a method of revenge for my 


paſt conduct; but by Heaven it ſhall 


not go unpuniſhed, I demand juſtice, 
and, juſtice I will have,” Captain 


Harcourt, returned Sir William, per- 


haps the greateſt favor we could poſ- 
ſibly confer on you, would be to let 
the law take its -courſe, as it 


might relieve you from a tie you will 


J fancy repent of, but we are not 
ſo merciful, and only wiſh to bring 


your wife to a true confeſſion; and 


will then let you both depart, whether 
in harmony or not, time only can 
determine.“ a - Captain turned 

| | round 
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round to anfwer this ſpeech with a 
viſible reſentment, but was ſtopped 
by obſerving an extreme. agitation 
4 in Mrs. Harcourt's countenance, which 
KF confounded and diſmayed him. The 
hint conveyed in Sir William's laſt 
Th words, had ſo encreaſed her terror, 
that though ſhe determined to ſpeak, 
ſhe could not as yet articulate : the 
Counſellor obſerved, and reſolved to 
take advantage of it: turning to Lady 
Clarendon, © You will not, Madam, 
ſaid he, regard the expence of a 
trial, and indeed it will be the beſt 
courſe you can take, as there cannot 
be the leaſt doubt of the court's de- 
ciding in your Ladyſhip's favor; there- 
fore if you pleaſe, we will immediately 
ſend for the officers of juſtice, and 
commit this guilty and obſtinate 
wretch on your oath as an impoſtor, 
and on Miſs Clarendon's for the rob- 

D . bery, 
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bery, which of itſelf would be ſufficient 
to hang her.“ The reſolution of his 


Us manner began to affright the Captain, 

14 but the concluſion of his ſpeech com- 

4 pleated the horror of Marianne; ſhe 5 
* fell on her knees in an agony, and ; 
| begged for mercy 3 ſaying, that if they : 


would not commit her, ſhe would con- - 
feſs every thing The Captain turned | 
to her, Confeſs what, exclaimed he, 
fiercely, is it then true, that you are 
not Lady Clarendon's daughter?” Oh, 
no, (cried ſhe) indeed I am not; ſhe 
is no more my mother, than ſhe is 
your's.”---* Damnation! how then did 
you dare thus impoſe on me?“ ſaying 
this, he advanced, and ſeizing her 
roughly by the arm, her fright, which 
his violence added to, deprived her 
of her ſenſe: ſhe ſcreamed, and fell 
into a fit; and whilft they were endea- 
vouring to recover her, he attempted to 
1 leave 
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take" the houſe, but Harry Aſhbourn 
detained him; and the Counſellor de-! 
fired he would ſtay to take his lady 
with him, as her company would by 
no means be any longer acceptable, than 
while ſhe was informing them of her 
ſtory. Confuſed, mortified, and angry 
at this unexpected termination of his 
hopes, and provoked by the remarks 
which were whiſpered round the room, 
he threw himſelf ſullenly into a chair, 
and ſilently waited the moment when 
he ſhould be permitted to depart. 
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When Mrs. Harcourt grew better, 
ſhe tried to ſpeak, but could not; at 
laſt, a violent ſhower of tears relieved 
her ; and, after thanking Honoria for 
the aſſiſtance ſhe had afforded her, a 

| kindneſs ſhe had fo little merited, ſhe 
began relating thoſe events the reader 
is already acquainted with. When ſhe 
| * 3 al came 
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came to that part of her. ſtory of her 
attending Lady Clarendon to London, 
for the firſt time, in the character 
of her daughter, ſhe addreſſed herſelf 
particularly to Honoria. © When 1 
looked upon you as my inferior, Miſs 
Clarendon, I often behaved with an 
infalence in every reſpect unjuſtifiable; 


but your mind is too noble, your ſen- 


timents, both from birth and educa- 
tion, too liberal, to' reſent it now 1 ” 
am fallen, and in every ſenſe of the 
word, humbled : but was this the only 
offence I have been guilty of towards 
you, I ſhould think myſelf happy ; 
but, at a time when I was a ſtranger 
to your perſon, I traduced your cha- 
racer, by my conduct in your name; 
nor is this all, I have deceived one 
who is perhaps dear to you, and led 
him into an opinion, that you are the 
moſt ungrateful and unworthy of hu- 

man 


4 ο 1 


man beings.” - T he whole company 
was aſtoniſhed, not only at this addreſs, 
but at its effect on Honoria ; who, pale 
and trembling, aſſured her of forgive- 
neſs, but entreated her to go on, and 
ſhe obeyed. 


« Soon after our arrival in London, 
Lady Clarendon received a letter, the: 
contents of. which ſhe did. not at that: 
time ſhew me, but it appeared to in- 
tereſt and animate her; there was. one 


encloſed, directed to. Miſs Clarendon, 


which. ſhe gave me ; but, what was 
my terror and. diſmay, when IL. found 
it. was from a. former admirer of the 
real Miſs Sommerville's? who had, in: 
ſpite. of. all. my. precautions, though. by 
what means I. could not gueſs, heard 


of the circumſtances of the diſcovery, 


and in conſequence of it, wrote, to 


beg permiſſion to renew his addreſſes, 
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in he moſt reſpeRful and affectionate 


terms. He ſpoke of many people, and 
adverted to many paſt ſcenes, of which 
no mention was made in the letter 
from which I derived all my informa- 


tion, and of courſe I was wholly ig- 
norant of them. Terrified to death _ 
leſt his paſſion ſhould induce him to 


come to the houſe, which? muſt inevi- 
tably have detected me, I determined, 


If poſſible, to prevent him, by ſend- 


ing him ſuch a ſcornful meſſage, that. 


if he had one ſpark of pride, muſt de- 
ſtroy his love; but this meſſage I had 
no means to. deliver; I dared not 


write, left my hand ſhould diſcover 


what it was ſo much my intereſt to, 


conceal ; and Lady Clarendon poſi- 
tively refuſed to ſay what I wiſhed,. 


and declined' his offers in a polite, but 


peremptory manner; at the ſame time, 


the grieved at my obſtinacy, as ſhe 
called 
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called it, in not accepting ſo eligible 


a match. But chance effected what 
contrivance could not: the day after 


this letter was ſent away, at a lady's. 


houſe where I was intimate, I was in- 
troduced to a gentleman, who ſoon 


entered into earneſt converſation with 
me; at firſt, I flattered myſelf I had 
made a conqueſt, but too ſoon found' 
he only wiſhed to ſpeak of Colonel 
Effingham; he began, by aſking me, 
if I did. not know him? Fearful of 
making ſome miſtake, I only anſwered 


his queſtion by another, and his reply 


convinced me his conjecture was right. 
The confuſion in my countenance, which 
aroſe from apprehenſion, when I diſ- 
covered he was a particular friend Of 
the Colonel's, he imagined- originated 


in affection, and began to rally me 
on the ſubject. I then demanded, in a 


ſerious. manner, if he was commiſſioned: 
to 
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to: ſpeak to me on this head? * Les, 
replied he, Colonel Effingham inform- 
ed me of his attachment, and entreated 
I would, if poſſible, diſcover whether 
you are the ſame Honoria to whom he 
gave his heart fo. long ſince ?? This 
ſpeech cruelly alarmed: me, but the 
continuation, of it diſſipated my fears, 
«Whether, (added he) you: are. as un- 
Changed in mind as in perſon,, and 
will you not,. as Miſs Clarendon, deſpiſe 
that. heart which, as Miſs Sommerville, 
you. condeſcended. to. accept?” This 
was an, opportunity. of effecting my 
purpoſe not to be reſiſted; and, aſ- 
ſuming the utmoſt haughtineſs, I re- 
-phed;. *-Your. friend, ſir, is miſtaken; 
tell him, if vou pleaſe, from me, that 
Mr. Forteſcue's niece, and Sir William 
Clarendonꝭs daughter, are not the ſame; 
but that the latter wiſhes to forget 
every acquaintance. of the former, and 

| Colonel 
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Colonel Effingham in particular, whoſe 
addreſſes, however they might once 
gratify my vanity, I ſhould now con- 
ſider as an inſult, and hope in future 
not to be troubled with them. 


Captain Fairfax regarded me for 
ſome moments with. a fixed aſtoniſh- 
ment thab ſeemed: to deprive him of 
utterance, and then in the moſt con- 
temptuous. manner, he anſwered, cc De- 
pend:” on: it, Miſs Clarendon, your 
| wiſhes will be gratified, and you will 
not be troubled with addreſſes. you 
_ fo. haughtily diſclaim,, and pardon me, 
if I fay, fo ill deſerve. If his attach- 
ment to. you were more violent and: 
uncontroulable than. the heart of man 
ever knew before, your meſſage, which 
I. ſhall carefully repeat, would obli- 
terate every trace of it from his me- 
mory,, and only leave a ſenſe of ſhame 
| | and 
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and juſt indignation, at his having 


ever beſtowed it fo unworthily. How= 
ever, Mädam, you may poſſibly re- 
gard him as a poor officer, and per- 
haps have not heard of the advance- 
ment of his fortune; give me leave 
therefore, to tell you, he has lately 
inherited the whole eſtate of his uncle, 
Lord Bridgewater, and is of courſe, 
now, no leſs in fortune, than he ever 
was in rank, talents. and accompliſh- 


ments, a match for the firſt families 


in the kingdom, and I have not a 
doubt but he will ' ſoon convince you 
of the ſpirit with which he has con- 


quered ſo inglorious an attachment, 


by making both a nobler and wor- 
thier choice.” 


«© The fire which ſparkled in his eyes, 
and the reſentment which fluſhed his 
CherK, as he 'poke, were proofs of the 

my 


FF 
reality of his friendſhip for the Colonel, 
and the inſtant he had concluded, 
without waiting for an anſwer, he 
roſe haſtily, and bowing to the reſt 
of. the company,” without taking the 


leaſt notice of me, he quitted the 


room, apologizing for his abrupt de- 
parturg, by pleading the ſudden re- 
collection of an appointment, which 
till that moment had eſcaped his me- 
mory. I once or twice afterwards 


met him at public places, but by 


conſtantly avoiding me, he ſhewed. 


the profound contempt he had for 


my conduct: yet as it perfectly anſwer- 
ed my purpoſe J was ſatisfied, and 


lamented not the loſs of his good 


opinion.“ 


Here Honoria, whoſe attention had 
till now ſupported her ſpirits, ſunk 
under the terrible idea of appearing 
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ſo baſe: and ungrateful to the only 
man in the world whoſe affection ſhe. 
was ſolicitous to preſerve. The. agi- 
tation which was evident. in. her coun- 
tenance, and the tremor which ſhook. 
her whole frame, thus diſcovered to: 
all preſent the attachment ſhe had. 
ſo long laboured to. conceal.. Major. 
Southmore manifeſted. an extreme. 
aſtoniſnment, yet mixed with pleaſure ;. 
and Sir William, who imagined. the. 
miſtake might be. eaſily cleared up, 
rejoiced at. this intelligence, from ha- 
ving long entertained. the higheſt re-- 
ſpect for the character of Colonel. 
Effingham. He went up to his. ſiſter,, 
and in a low voice, bade her recol-- 
lect how perfectly every apparent. 
myſtery might be reſolved, and de- 
dclared he would himſelf undertake 


the taſk : ſhe bluſhed at his addreſs, 


and her delicacy; catching the alarm, 
ſhe 


Ar odd) eee 
ſhe entreated him, with revived emo- 
tion, to take no ſteps in this affair 


without letting her know, which, 
ſeeing her earneſtneſs, he- at length, 


though unwillingly, promiſed. By this 
time Honoria had ſo far recovered, 
that ſhe - deſired Mrs, Harcourt to 
conclude her ſtory, which ſhe did in 
a very few minutes, and then giving 
her keys to Miſs Clarendon, told her 
in what place ſhe would find the 
letter which was originally meant for 
her. 


Captain Harcourt. had remained in 
the utmoſt conſternation and horror 


during the recital of her various arts. 


and machinations; but when ſhe con- 
feſled it was her deſire of obtaining a 


ſettlement which firſt induced her to liſten 
to his propoſals, he flew into a moſt 
ne paion, declaring, nothing 
ſhould 
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ſhonld ever prevail on him to conſider 


} Th 
| that woman as a wife, who had mar- pre 
| ried him- only with a view of ſecur- ma 
| ing herſelf an eſtabliſhment. Mrs. let 

Harcourt then reſuming ſome of her N vic 
wonted ſpirits, replied, „1 might, for 
155 Captain Harcourt, have pretended, that 1 
affection was the motive which in- on 
duced me to accept your offer, had I | len 
not been well convinced fuch a pre- | an 

| tence would have had no effect upon 
your mind ; for, did you not marry 1 
me for my fortune? though, worſe | by 
luck for us both, you are diſap- WW th 
pointed; could you elſe, after declar- ca 
ing a paſſion for me, have quitted me m 
for Miſs Onſlow, whoſe fuperior for- th 
tune made her an object of greater Ib 
attraction? Or if I had not been 3 
ſwayed by incereſt, do you think, af- 4 
| ter ſuch a proof of inconſtancy, I could bo 


ſo eaſily have forgiven you? no, ſurely. | he 
Thus 


F 67 


Thus you muſt own we. meet upon 
pretty. equal terms; you have now 

married, and you , muſt ſupport me: 

let me therefore add one word of ad- 

vice. I promiſe you the future com- 
fort of our lives, for happineſs is out 
of the queſtion, will depend wholly 
on yourſelf; if you will make a to- 
lerable huſband, I will be a good 
and obedient wife.” ; 


Captain Harcourt made no reply, 
but turning ſullenly from her, rang 
the bell, and defired the ſervant to 
call a hackney coach. Major South» 
more then begged him to conſider 
that all his wife had advanced was 
ſtrictly true, that a mutual diſappoint- 
ment would ever be the conſequence of 
a mutual deception ; he then gave him 
a little more good advice, to which 
he paid not the leaſt attention, but 

hearing 
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| hearing the coach was at the door, 
3 pPrepared to depart, without taking 
; any notice of his wife, who however 
determined to follow; and, aſking 
Lady Clarendon if ſhe had leave to 
retire, which was inftantly granted, 
ſhe flew down ftairs, and ſprang into 
the coach, before the door was ſhut, 
and, though much againſt his will, 
accompanied him to their lodgings 
in Edward-ſtreet ; where we will leave 
them to torment each other by per- 
petual quarrels and uſeleſs revilings, 
and return to the happy ſociety at 
Lady Clarendon's, 


= | — A. 


CHAP. XXXIV. 


418 


15 E whole be immediately con- 
gratulated Honoria, and ſaluted her as 
| Miſs Clarendon, a name by which ſne 
was now to be preſented to the world. 
Miſs Aſhbourn, after expreſſing her 
heart-felt joy that this affair was ſet- 
tled to their univerſal ſatisfaction, 
ſaid ſhe had nothing to regret, but 

that the vile author of all this decep- 

tion ſhould remain unpuniſhed. 
'» TD Miſs Aſhbourn, (replied Lady 
Clarendon) 
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Clarendon) not unpuniſhed. I dare 
engage that ſhe and the Captain will 
prove mutual plagues to each other, 
and amply revenge us for the inju- 
ries and miſchiefs they have intended. 
I wiſh neither of them heavier evils, 
than their union in all“ probability 
will inflict.“ She then begged the 
preſent company would dine with her, 
and all aſſenting, Sir William, Harry 
and Fanny Aſhbourn, ſet out to bring 
Miſs Onflow to join their party, 
whoſe long abſence the former had 
bitterly lamented, though he acknow- 
ledged the propriety of it. When they 
were gone, Honoria, who had with dit- 
ficulty ſo long reſtrained her 1 impatience, 
went up ſtairs to read Colonel Effing- 
nam's letter ; and during her abſence 
Major Southmore aſked and received 
Lady Clarendon's permiſſion to inform 
the Colonel of all that had paſſed : 

he 


RE b Ok OY TP” 
he then declared it ſhould not be a 
moment longer deferred, for he well 


knew what he muſt ſuffer from the 
erroneous opinion he had ſo long en- 


tertained, and determined to relieve 


him from this anxiety in perſon, He 


took leave of the company, entreating 


they would not mention to Honoria 


or any one elſe the reaſon of his ab- 


ſence. He then ſent for a poſt- 
: Chaiſe, and began his journey to the 


place of Colonel Effingham's reſi- 


dence, which he had learned from the 


Lamberts, for he was yet an utter 
ſtranger to him, though ſo deeply 
indebted for the kind aſſiſtance he had 
afforded the younger branches of his 
family. Mrs. and Miſs Afſhbourn 


and the Counſellor, who were only 


privy to his henne, promiſed inviola- 
ble ſecrecy. 


When 
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When he was gone, their conver- 
fation turned wholly on the events of 
the morning; and Mrs. Aſhbourn ex- 
preſſed her aſtoniſhment that after ſuch 
violent agitation, Mrs. Harcourt could 
ſo far recover her uſual ſpirit, as to ad- 
dreſs her huſband in the manner ſhe did, 
and depart in ſuch perfect compoſure. 


e That, returned Mr. Milford, was ſole- 


ly the effect of her terror; relieved 
from the dread of impriſonment and 
perhaps death, ſhe forgot the hope 


with which ſhe entered the houſe, 


in the joy ſhe felt at being permitted 


to leave it, at liberty and uncontrou- 
led; the poor man's diſappointment 


was more bitter ; as he could not gain 


her fortune, I fancy he would have 


approved of any means which might 
reſtore that freedom he bartered for 
gold; but, in every way mortificd, his 


anger 
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anger and indignation cannot be won- 
dered at. 


Whill they were debating the point 
of which of the two would. be the 
moſt miſerable from this connection, 
Fanny Aſhbourn and the gentleman 


returned with Miſs Onſlow, who had 


been informed of all that paſſed; 
and inſtead of entering the drawing 
room, ſhe ran to Honoria's chamber 
to chide her for her want of . confi- 


dence, in not diſcloſing the ſecret of 


her attachment: rapping at the door 


ſhe was inſtantly admitted, but the 
ſight of Honoria | weeping over the 


letter in her hand, changed her feign- 
ed reſentment into real ſympathy, 


and though gueſſing her tears flowed 


partly from joy, yet with the kindeſt 
attention ſhe ſoothed her feelings, till 


they gave way to the tenderneſs of 


Vol. IV, E friendſhip, 
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 Fiendihip, — were 1 tran 
quillity. She then gave Emily the 
letter, and aſked if it was poſſible to 
read it  unmoved and. conſider the 
inſolent _ungrateful anſwer its writer 


had received ? It contained the moſt 
ardent expreſſions of a deep, unaltera- 


ble attachment, mingled with fears that 
his long abſence had eraſed the impreſſion 
he once flattered. himſelf he had made 
on her heart: he ſaid he had ſpent 


many months in fruitleſs enquiries for 


her, till an accident, the particulars 


of which ſhe ſhould know when 


they met, had informed him of the 


change in her ſituation, but hoped 


ſhe would not imagine Miſs Claren- 
don was dearer to him, than Miſs 


Sommerville had been, for that was 


impoſſible : he then aſked if ſhe had 

ever received the locket, which through 

Mr, F itzoſporne means he had ſent 
7 her; 3 


her ; mentioned. ſeveral other | paſt 
circumſtances, and concluded with 
the moſt earneſt hopes that ſhe would 
not be leſs favourable to them than 
before ; and that ſhe would grant him 
an interview, when he flattered himſelf 
he could explain to her ſatisſaction 
whatever part of his paſt conduct 
might appear myſterious. 


__- The. reſpe&, the tenderneſs, the ar- 
four of this letter, all convinced Ho- 
noria not only of the ſtrength of his 
attachment, but how worthy he was 
of a return: yet ſhe had one feac 
which nothing could counteract ; this 
was, that the unparalleled inſolence of 
Marianne's behaviour might entirely 
have obliterated her from his heart. 
Emily tried all in her power to diſſi- 
pate this fear, and in ſome meaſure 
_ ſucceeded, Honoria's boſom never re- 


E 7 


af 
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jected hope, and deriving a degree 3 
comfort from Miſs Onſlow's arguments, 
ſhe took out her locket, and with a 
ſatisfaction that ſhe had on this ac- 


count been long a ſtranger to, tied it 


round her neck, and joined the party 
that were aſſembled to dinner. 


\ 
\ 


Miſs Onſlow was not a little ſur- 
prized to meet in the Counſellor her 
old acquaintance, Mr. Milford. After 
mey had chatted ſome time on vari- 
ous ſubjects, ſhe enquired, ſmiling at 
Miſs Clarendon, after this friend, Mr. 
Dixon, and whether he was married? 
« No, madam, replied he, nor do I 
think he ever will; the poor man has 
been very unſucceſsful in ſeveral ap- 
plications.” « Yes, (cried Emily aſide 
to Honoria) that we know very well.“ 
« And I think, continued he, he now 
ſeems to have given up all thoughts 

5 1 of 
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of matrimony.” Really!“ ſaid Miſs 
Onſlow. © Yes, madam, at leaſt fo it 
appears to me, but I may be miſta- 
ken, for he is the moſt reſerved man 
in the world in this reſpect; and if 
I learn his diſappointments in any 
way, it is entirely by chance, and not 
from ' himſelf, I remember when we 
quitted C—————, he had met with 
a rejection, though I never knew from 
whom, nor could I gueſs from any 
particularity in his behaviour to any 
lady during our ſtay there.” © S9 
much the better; is it not, Honoria?” 
(cried Emily again, in a whiſper).--- 
« Huſh! my dear girl, (returned ſhe, 
. colouring) you will betray me.” Emily 


then pr omiſed ſilence, and n her 
word. 


The whole day was ſpent in the 
moſt chearful manner; but Honoria, 
E 3 Sir 


1 
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Sir William, Emily, and Fanny, won- 
dered at the Major's abſence, and 
aſked whither he was gone? Lady 


” Clarendon ſaid, particular buſineſs had 
_ obliged him to leave town ſuddenly ; 


this ſatisfied them, and they enquired 


no farther. But Miſs Aſhbourn could 


not reſiſt the pleaſure of informing 
Honoria of the truth; ſhe took her aſide 


in the evening, and making her pro- 
miſe ſecreſy, declared the reaſon of 


the Major's departure, . Honoria was 
extremely ſurprized, and a little diſ- 
concerted at this intelligence; but af- 
ter ſome reflection, being ſatisfied that 
the Colonel would be aſſured this 
ſcheme was executed without her 


| knowledge, ſhe gave way to the hopes 
which involuntarily aroſe in her mind, 
and in this interval employed herſelf 
in writing a full and true account of 


every 


— 
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every — that had paſſed, Py Miss 
Melmoth; who returned her ſincere 
and ardent congratulations, and re- 


queſted to ſee Lady Clarendon and 
the whole family at Southern Lodge, 


when the Spring was ſufficiently ad- 
vanced to render the country pleaſant. 
This invitation Lady Clarendon de- 
termined to accept, as ſhe was anxi- 
ous to ſee the kind friend, who with 
fuch unuſual liberality and benevolence 
had taken in her Honoria, a ſtranger, 
unprotected, and unhappy, and had 
given her ſo many inſtances of diſ- 
intereſted attachment; but at preſent 
ſhe wiſhed to viſit Clarendon Place, 


and there celebrate the day on which 


her daughter would . be of age, which 
was now approaching. And whillt 
they were all impatiently expecting 
Mayor Southmore's return, let me en- 
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treat my readers to pardon me, if 1 


carry them back to the firſt part of 


the hiſtory, to trace Colonel Effing- 
ham's conduct from that time, 


CHAP. XXXY, 


WWII EN the Colonel left Ireland, 


he was, as has been already ſhewn, 


deeply attached to Miſs Sommerville ; 
and conſcious of the mediocrity of 


his fortune and expectations, he had 
almoſt, without deſign, made her ac- 
quainted with a paſſion, which how- 


ever ſcarcely dared hope a return; but 
flattered by the reception his declaration 


had met with, he departed, indulging: 
a thouſand fanciful ideas which amuſed 


: Us mind, while they ſtrengthened his 
8 E Y attach 
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attachment; and forgetting his reſolu- 
tion of ſighing in ſecret, he ſent the 
locket to Mr. Fitzoſborne, his friend, 
deſiring he would find an opportunity 
of delivering it, without diſcovering. 
himſelf to be the agent. This opportuni- 
ty, Mrs. Forteſcue's illneſs and death 
prevented him from meeting with for 
many months, as though he often 
went to Wood Park, and ſaw the 
ſamily, and ſometimes Honoria alone, 
When he could deliver the meſſages 
which he was. conſtantly charged with, 
yet as. Miſs Forteſcue and Honoria. 
ſeldom left the hou ſe, he could find 
no method of ſending the locket in 
the way his friend wiſhed, till the 
time Honoria received. it, He wrote 
conſtantly to America, giving. the 
Colonel the moſt flattering account of 
Miſs Sommerville's behavior, of the 
_ Expreſſion in her eyes when. ſhe en- 


quired 
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3 for him, and added a thouſand 
circumſtances that kept alive a paſ- 
ſion which was in its own nature too 
ardent to require any addition. Un- 
fortunately, Mr. Fitzoſborne was called 
to England juſt before Mr. Forteſ- 


cue's marriage, and was ignorant of 


that event, and its conſequences, till: 
his return to Ireland, which was not: 
till after Honoria's eſcape.. 


In the mean time, Captain Effing=- 
Fam performed wonders in America; 
actuated by love, and ſtimulated by 


glory, his bravery was ſo evident, that 


it ſoon procured him the higheſt. re- 
ſpect and eſteem, and was in time 


the cauſe of his promotion to the 
rank of Lieutenant Colonel; ſoon af-- 
ter which, the death of his couſin, 
Mr. Bridgewater, and the illneſs of 


bis uncle, recalled. him to England. 
Here 
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Here he met his friend, F itzoſborne, 


and of him he anxiouſly enquired for 


Honoria, but could receive no kind 
of information. Lord Bridgewater was. 
then ſo extremely ill, and every day 


growing worſe, that it was impoſſible 


to leave him, but diſtracted for ſome 
account of the object of his afec- 
tions, he preſſed Fitzoſborne's departure 
in the moſt ſtrenuous manner, and 
after a variety of accidental delays, 
he at length ſet out. But what. was 
the grief, diſappointment and. agony,, 
he endured at the contents of his 
friend's firſt letter! it was literally this: 
After expreſſing his concern at the effect 
he knew his intelligence would have upon: 
him, he ſaid „that Mr. Forteſcue was. 
married again, and it had been diſ- 
covered, that Maſs Somerville was. 
not his niece, but a child. whom the 


firſt Mrs. F orteſcue had taken up on 


the 


1 1 „ * . 95 
the road, and bred up out of charity, 
till ſhe grew ſo fond of her, that ſhe 
inſiſted on her paſſing for her own: 
niece ; but that the preſent lady had 


revealed the ſecret, at which Miſs Som-- 
merville was ſo highly enraged, ſhe re- 


folved to ſtay no longer at Wood: | 


Park, and had actually eloped a few 
weeks before it was univerſally be- 
lieved, with a young man of the moſt 
diſſolute character, who had carried 
her no one knew whither. 


This letter almoſt be the Colo- 


nel to deſpair, which was heightened 


by the impoſſibility of his then quitting, 
his uncle, whom he was with at Briſtol, 
to diſcover how far this ſtory was true; 
for though he thought there might be 
ſome foundation for the report, yet his 
ſou] refuſed: to believe any thing in- 


eonfiſtent with. the purity of that mind, 


which 
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which he knew was unfullied as att 
| angel's. His uncle's death ſoon re- 
leaſed him; but. a law: ſuit, which L 
threatened his whole property, ob- 
liged him to wait its deciſion in Lon- 
don; as the loſs of his fortune would 
have put it out of his power to. main- 
tain his beloved Honoria in the man- 


ner 10 wiſhed. | | 8 


It was during this interval, and be- 
fore he went to Briſtol, that his viſits 
at Lady Mortimer's gave riſe to ſuch 
cruel ſuſpicions, in the breaſt of our 
heroine, which the reader has already 
ſeen were wholly without foundation. 
Miſs Mortimer, in fact, regarded Cap- 
tain Fairfax with the ſame ſentiments 
of affection, that the Colonel felt for 
Honoria, and he returned them with 
equal tenderneſs. It was of him only 
{he ſpoke in thoſe converſations. which 
. alarmed 


a; 1 2 be $7 


alarmed Honoria, and excited in her, 


for the firſt _ the bitter emotions 
of. Jealouſy. Y 


The law-ſuit was not i till 
the had been ſome time at Mrs. 
Campbell's, and the inſtant he found 
| himſelf at liberty to leave London, he 
went to Ireland, where Mr. Fitzoſ- 
| borne confirmed every thing he had 


ſaid in his letter; but this not ſatisfy- 


ing his mind, he rode the day after 
his. arrival to Wood Park, and found 
Mr. Forteſcue alone. The alteration 
in his countenance and manner ſtruck 


him. forcibly; inſtead of the chearful 


and hoſpitable freedom of his air and 
converſation, he received him with a 
reſtraint that ſhocked and mortified 
him; but this ſoon wore off; he 
preſſed his hand with affection, and 


Aid, thoſe were happy days when he 
1 - was 
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was laſt in Ireland, but he had. ſince 


met with ſo many afflictions, that he 


had ſunk under them. I wiſh, Co- 
lonel,. added he, I could aſk you to 


ſtay at my houſe, but Mrs. Forteſcue- 
is a little particular, and does not love 


ſtrangers.“ As ſoon as he pauſed, 


Colonel Effingham loſt not a moment 
_ © enquire for his niece. © Ah, cried 
he, that was a ſad buſineſs, it almoſt 


broke my heart; and yet I dared not 
complain. Poor, dear girl, I wonder 
what part of the wide world now 
holds her? Huſh,” ſaid. he, placing his 


fingers on his lips, on Mrs. Forteſcue's 


entrance, which- put an end: to- his vo- 


Iubility, greatly to the Colonel's diſ- 


appointment; as he flattered himſelf 
with gaining ſome eſſential intelligence 


with reſpe& to the reaſon of her leav- 


ing Ireland; but his Lady amply 


? * it up, hace” not in the way ke 


- wiſhed; 


1 | 
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wiſhed. She ſeldom left her huſband 
ſo long alone with ſtrangers, but the 
buſineſs of the toilet took place of all 


other, and even at the riſk of the diſ- 
cloſure of ſome of her artifices, in- 
duced her to remain in her dreſſing- 


room ſome time after the Colonel's 
arrival. She converſed with him flu- 


ently on common ſubjects, but his heart 


was too deeply intereſted in one to 


attend to her, and he prepared to de- 


| part, when Mr. Forteſcue's leaving the 
room, gave him an opportunity of aſking 
the lady for Miſs Sommerville : Oh, 


that vile wretch, cried ſhe, name her 


not, fir, I beſeech you; it is horror to 


my ears.“ Madam, (faid the Colo. 


nel) what can you mean ?” 1 mean, 
fir, (replied Mrs. F orteſcue) that the 
blackneſs of her ingratitude ſo far 
exceeds belief, that, perhaps, if 1 tell 
you the hiſtory of her behaviour, you 
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will ſcarcely believe me.” Probably not, 
thought he, and remained ſilent that 
he would not ſeem to requeſt it ; but 


ſhe choſe to go on; and accordingly, 
with every aggravation malice could 


invent, ſhe related her ſuppoſed birth, 


actions, and elopement, and with thoſe 


motives which ſhe always added, and 


which were ſo different from the real 
ones. But in the violence of her rage, 


ſhe overwrought her ſtory fo far, that 
it wholly loſt its intended effect. The 
Colonel diſbelieved every ſyllable ſhe 
had uttered, and doubted not but ſome 
ſecret reaſon, which he could not de- 


; velope, had prompted her to this re- 


venge. From the haſte in which ſhe 


ſpoke, ſhe had ſo often contradifted |} 
herſelf, that in a court of juſtice ſhe | 


would have been condemned by her 


ovn evidence. This conduct excited 
| in him to much horror and diſguſt, 


chat 


% OS oO a” © 
that he "refuſed all her earneſt ſolicita- 
tions to ſtay dinner, and took an haſty 
and abrupt leave. In the hall he met 
Mr. Forteſcue, who, with tears in his 
eyes, again ſhook and preſſed his hand; 
and, in a weak and flattering voice, 
wiſhed him health and happineſs ; and 
then added, in a whiſper, Shall 1 
not ſee you once more before you quit 
Ireland?“ © No, ſir, I thank you, 
(returned the Colonel, ſcarcely able to 
ſpeak, from they variety of emotions 
that overpowered his mind) I ſhall go 
as ſoon as poſſible.” The ſervant then 
opened: the vs and he Ain 
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As he went hci ae park, a 
thouſand tender recollections crouded - 
on his memory, of the happineſs he 
had once enjoyed on this very ſpot, 
which contraſted with the dreadful 
e he was at preſent in, 


formed 
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formed : fack a - gloomy combination 
of ideas, that he could not reſiſt their 


force, but gave way to the deepeſt 
impreſſion of melancholy. In this ſi- 
tuation he returned to his friend, who 
endeavoured, but in vain, to reſtore 


him to chearfulneſs: he ſedulouſſy 


avoided all ſociety, and found no com- 
fort but in retracing thoſe paths, 
Where he had once wandered with his 
beloved Honoria. One day as he was 
purſuing his ſolitary walk, he met an 
old woman ' whoſe countenance ſtruck 
him as one he had often ſeen before; 
the made him a curtſey, and he ſtop- 
ped and aſked her name? her voice 
and reply inſtantly convinced him he 
was not miſtaken, but that ſhe was 


the very woman at whoſe houſe he 


had frequently been, to gaze unob- 
ſerved on the manſion. which con- 
tained all he held dear, A few mi- 


nutes 


# 
8 


M7 £20176+ 2-214 93 


nutes converſation introduced the name 


of Sommerville; this was Mrs. Con- 
nor's forte: ſhe' began relating to him 
the true reaſon of her leaving Wood 
Park, to which he liſtened with un- 
bounded. ſatisfaction, as it confirmed 
every prepoſſeſſion of her innocence 
that he had entertained. c But my 


good Mrs. Connor, (interrupted he, 


when ſhe had declared herſelf an aſ- 


ſiſtant in her eſcape) tell me I be- 
ſeech you where ſne now is, that I 
may inſtantiv fly to her, and relieve 


her perhaps from that diſtreſs, which 


ſo young, ſo beautiful, and ſo unpro- 


tected, | ſhe may in the cruel world 


encounter.” © Arrah, cried 


onnor, the dear crature made 


me promiſe to tell nobody at all, but 


ſure I may tell you without break - 


ing it; and ſo, Sir, I cannot fay my- 


| felt where the 18, though if you will 


Enquire | 
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94 HONORIA SOMMERVILLE! 


enquir e for | her at P addy's ä ſiſter's in | 
London, to be ſure ſhe knows.” That 


I will, you may depend on it, (replied 
the Colonel ſmiling) if you will in- 
fort tne where Paddy's ſiſter lives, 
and what is her name?” © Ay to be 


ſure, I had forgot that, for elſe you 
might have aſked at forty places be- 
fore you came to the right houſe, | 

and. then ten to one but you had 
been wrong.“ She then gave him a 
full direction, and added, © You mult 
remember, Sir, to aſk Mrs. Middle- | 
ton, for one Miſs Sommerville, who i 
goes by the name of Wentworth, be- 


caſe, why, the dear child would not be 


called by her own name, as ſhe had 
no right to any at all, ſo ſhe took 
Wentworth, that nobody might know 
who ſhe was.“ | 


The 


he 


; The Colonel then PIER per= | 
fectly ſatisfied with the intelligence he 


had gained, and left Mrs. Connor as 


perfectly ſatisfied with the preſent he 
had given her for this long wiſhed- 
for (information. He determined to 


quit Ireland "inſtantly, nor could all 
his friends“ entreaties prevail on him 


to ſtay another day, fo impatient was 
he to profit by the kindneſs of Mrs. 


Connor. But he was unavoidably de- 


tained ſome time by contrary winds; 


however the moment he landed, he 


took poſt horſes, and arrived at Lon- 
don in as ſhort a time as it was 
poſſible to perform the journey, He 
. would not go to Sir Charles Mortt- 


mer's leſt they ſhould detain him, 


but took a hackney-coach to Poland 


ſtreet; there he was told that Mrs. 
Middleton had been burnt out of her 


houſe, and was removed to Red Lyon 


ſtreet; 


* 92 
— : he * A 0 
get 8 SS ES 
— — "inks N % by 


4 "* pe * 1 * 
— — 3 ” : 2 8 Yay _—_ 
— * 5 5 _ 
>” 1 2 * py f * 3 
. * On «Ss I % « 8 2 2 * 7 % 3 * OI 5 
. * 2 ** —— 7 _ A 4 yy » 7% * — N 
A — eas : 
mes +079” HY By. 
r 
U— i Bw” 


MS ok * —— — EP 7 — - — 
FA 3 
»” — 5 os 
5 i * * 
— 2 


" * . 
3 * 4 1 
— 2 a 
2 * : 
» e * 
* 2 4 


95 HONORIA SOMMERVILLE: 


ſtreet; ; thicker ne drove according to 
the direction he had received, and 
learned that ſhe had been dead ſome 
time, but the woman of the houſe 
where ſhe had lodged, ſaid if he had 
any buſineſs he might apply to her 
huſband, who lived {till at Mr. Bur- 
naby” s in Park-ſtreet. With this gen- 
tleman he was intimately acquainted, | 
but reſolving not to be ſeen, he or- 
dered his ſervant to enquire for Mid- 
dleton ; and here to his great diſap- 
pointment, heard he was gone with 
his mafter into Berkſhire, It now 
ſeemed to ſtrike him like a preſenti- 
ment that he might never know, and 
fearing, if he delayed an inſtant, ſome 
accident might happen to Middleton, 
which would for ever conceal the place 
of Honoria's abode: he ſent immedi- 
ately for a poſt-chaiſe, which convey- 
ed him to the village near which Mr. 
my" $ 


3 


. 97 
: Burnaby's 8 country-houſe was ſituated. 
Stopping at a little ale-houſe, he ſent 
for Middleton, and learned from him, 
that Miſs Wentworth was, when his 
wife died, companion to a lady at 
* , of the name of Campbell. Be- 
ing now a little relieved from the ex- 


treme agitation he had ſuffered through - 


his whole Journey, he determined to 
take ſome reſt; but is the next 
morning he ſet off. for C- Here 


allo his enquiries were vain ; 5 miſ- 


treſs of the inn where he alighted, 

bis aſking for Mrs. Campbell, and Mig 
Wentworth, replied, ſhe knew the for- 
mer very well, but that Miſs Went- 
worth had left her ſome days, and that 
ſhe herſelf was gone into Suſſex, The 
report of Honoria's leaving Com - with 
Mr. Audley, was yet only canvaſſed inthe 
higher circles, and of courſe this good 


woman could give no farther infor- 


„ „ mation. 
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93 HONORIA SOMMERVILLE: 


mation. The Colonel then | begged 
to know if Mrs. Campbell had no 
particular friend, to whom he could 
apply for intelligence, and was —_ 
ed to Miſs Winterton. | | 

g 1 HN | E 

The day was then too far advanced to 
admit of his paying a viſit to an en- 
tire ſtranger, but as early the next 
morning as propriety would allow, he 
Japped © at the prebendary's door, and 
was uſhered into the drefling room; 


where unfortunately for our heroine, 


Helena was fitting with Miſs Mary 
Walton diſcuſſing the point of Honoria's 
elopement. The entrance of a young 
man, ſo handſome, ſo elegant, fo faſhiona- 
ble and whoſe cockade ſpoke him of that 
profeſſion ſo generally captivating to 
the fair ſex, alarmed them both, 
though not with unpleaſing ſenſations. 

Mary Walton, who was 9 pretty, | 


| Was 5 


/ 
A N20 17:8 99 
was conſcious ſhe - ſhould appear to 
no diſadvantage by the fide of her 
withering friend, and in the idea of con- 
queſt, called forth all her artillery of 
ſmiles and graces; but theſe had no 
effect on the inſenſible Colonel, who 
after apologizing for his intruſion, ſaid, 
as Mrs. Campbell was abſent, he had 
no means of learning whither Miſs 


Wentworth was gone, except by apply- 


ing to Miſs Winterton, who he hoper 
would be ſo good as to give him all 
the information in her power. 


Helena was ſo inexpreſſibly ſhocked 
at this addreſs, which revived every 
terrible idea in her boſom, that ſhe 
burſt into tears, and covering her 
face with her handkerchief, begged 
Miſs Mary to explain the cauſe of her 
extreme agitation, which would at the 
fame time anſwer his queſtion. This 
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100 HONORIA SOMMERVILLE: 


Was a taſk by no means unpleaſant 
to the malevolent girl; in a few 
words ſhe told him that the- young 
lady for whom he enquired, had ſe- 
duced a lover of Miſs Winterton's 

by the baſeſt arts from the honourable 
and ardent paſſion he had before en- 
tertained for her; and had not long 
ſince left the city with the ſame gen- 
tleman ; but whether he intended to 
marry her, was a point yet undeter- 
mined, but the majority imagined his 
only view was to make her his miſ- 
treſs. 


Colonel Effingham was at firſt 
ſtruc with the deepeſt Eorrer, but a 
moment's recollection, and a ſecond 
glance at that face, (for the hand- 
| kerchief was now withdrawn) which 
the young lady ſaid had ſo ardently 
attached this IE lover, by con- 

Feng 


22 


308 
. 


u u i 


vincing him of the improbability of 
the firſt part of the ſtory, ſtrongly 
induced him to diſbelieve the latter, 
and he inſtantly ſaw through the 
whole, judging that the ſuperior at- 
tractions of the irreſiſtible Honoria had 
charmed ſome young man, whom 
Helena had regarded as her devoted 
captive, and that in revenge for his 


infidelity, ſhe had maliciouſly circula- FN 

ted this report: but here, as the rea» . # 

der knows, he was greatly miſtaken. .* 8 
Enraged as he was, yet he command- 1 * 
ed his temper, and only replied, 40 
« Pardon me, madam, for contradict- 44 

ing you, but you are certainly if an 4 
error : I have long known Miſs Went- I 73 
worth, and know her to be incapable . =mI 
of a diſhonourable action; but her AM 


beauty and talents will often create 
envy in her own ſex, though if ladies 
ever meant to charm, they would not 

F 3 g 19 


102 HONORIA SOMMERVILLE: f 


ſo readily credit, and with ſuch avidity 
relate any circumſtance ſo diſad- 
vantageous to themſelves ; for if Miſs 
Wentworth could poſſibly err, where 
can we hope for perfection? Saying 
this, he aroſe and haſtily quitted the 
room, leaving the two ladies in ex- 
extreme aſtoniſhment at the earneſtneſs 
of his manner, and both mortified 
and diſconcerted at the intention and 
event of his viſit. The Colonel left 
the city with the bittereſt regret and 
diſappointment, not knowing where 
next to apply; at laſt he reſolved to 
conſult Sir Charles Mortimer, and 
tor this purpoſe on his arrival in Lon- 
don defired to be ſet down. in Upper 
Brock ſtreet. 
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SIR Charles was extremely - con- 
| cerned at the agitation in his friend's 
contenance, which ſo plainly proved 
the ſituation of his mind. This fa- 
mily returned to London earlier than 
uſual, on Lady Mortimer's account, 
who had been extremely ill, and 
wiſhed for the beſt advice. Whilſt 
the Colonel was relating his misfor- 
tunes, Miſs Mortimer was attending 
her mother, but when ſhe joined 
them at ſupper, Fir Charles mentioned 
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194 HONORIA SOMMERVILLE: 


the principal FIR RIPE to her. The 


name of Wentworth ſtruck her with 
infinite ſurprize, but when he faid ſhe 
had lived with Mrs. Campbell, as a 


companion, ſhe no longer doubted 
but 1t was the ſame Kitty Wentworth 
who had attended her. She then gave 
the Colonel every particular of her 
behavior during her ſtay with her, 


and faid, that extreme melancholy 


which had often puzzled her, was 


now accounted for, and that ſhe believed 


deſpair, and not pride, was the reaſon 
of her leaving her; as ſhe found a 


report had prevailed in the family, that 


Colonet Effingham was her lover, in- 


ſtead of Captain Fairfax. 


When the Colonel Nen how near 
he had been to happineſs, and how 
fatally it had eſcaped him; how of- 
ten he had been under the ſame 
roof 


r 105 


roof 1 his beloved Honoria, and 


yet, from ignorance, deprived of the 
power of availing himſelf of ſuch 


unexpected felicity; his deſpair was 
almoſt heightened to frenzy: he roſe, 


walked about the room, and declared 


he would immediately go in ſearch 
of her, for he ſhould have no peace 


till he had entreated her pardon for 


his unintentional offence. “ Stay, Co- 
lonel, (ſaid Caroline) gently detaining 
him, believe me, your Knight-errantry 
will be uſeleſs, unleſs you have ſome 


guide to direct your wandering foot- 


ſteps. - Remain with us a few days, 
and I will write to Mrs. Campbell, : 
who, probably, can tell us where this 
fair fugitive may be found; as to the 


propriety of her conduct, I have, my- 
ſelt, no doubts, (though even that 


myſtery ſhe can clear up) for, dur- 
ing the whole time ſhe was with me, 
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ſhe behaved with the utmoſt prudence, 
ſcarcely ever left the houſe, and aſſo- 
ciated with none of the family, but 
ſpent every leiſure hour in her own 
apartment, reading or working.“ The 
Colonel acknowledged the excellence 
of her ſcheme, promiſed to be guided 
by her, and expreſſed the higeſt ſatis- 
faction at the terms in which ſhe 
ſpoke of Honoria, who was the deareſt 
object of his heart. Miſs Mortimer, 
always indefatigable in whatever ſhe 
undertook, wrote the next day to 
Mrs. Campbell, and called on a 
friend, in town, for a proper direction 
to her in Suſſex; and in a very few 
days received the following anſwer. 


« A more farisfadtory account of Miſs 


ce * 
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ce Wentworth: her departure from me 


ee was ſudden, and the reaſon of it 


cc ſuch as I cannot by any means re- 


« veal, but where ſhe now is, I am 


e utterly ignorant. I am ſorry to 
« add, that the inhabitants of C 
© are unitedly of opinion, that ſhe 
ce left the city with a young man, 
© of the name of Audley, who, it 
cc was very evident, had been ſome time 
ce deeply attached to her; but what 
« foundation there may be for this 


oe doch 1 ſhall not take upon 


© me to decide. | 
J am, Madam, 
of « Your obliged 
Humble Servant, 
« ELIZA CAMP BELL.“ 


* 


This letter was brought to Miſs 
Mortimer in the preſence of Colonel 
Effingham, who remarking its effect 
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on her countenance, entreated he might 
ſee it, that his ſuſpenſe at leaft might 


be ended at once. She reluctantly 


conſented, and with a well meant, 


though a [miſtaken zeal, for his hap- 
pineſs, when he had read it, ſhe beg- 
ged him to grieve no longer for one, 
who, apparently from the variety of 


circumſtances in her disfavour, was 
unworthy his attachment ; and as it was 


now undoubtedly out of his power to 
diſcover where ſhe was, adviſed him 
to forget her. Ah, Miſs Mortimer, 
returned the Colonel, with a deep 


ſigh, you know not how impoſſible 
it is for me to forget one whoſe idea 
is mterwoven with my exiſtence ; be- 


fides, I know the innate rectitude of 
her heart, and am fully convinced 
there is no reaſon for theſe malicious 
innuendo's, but what originates in en- 
vy; no, continued he, with vehe- 


4% F 9 OO 


mence, only from her own lips will 
I believe her falſe, and I will not 


ſtay another day here, but again viſit 


Ireland, and endeavor to obtain far- 
ther intelligence.“ 
To this teſolution he ftrictly ad- 
hered, and,, contrary to all the per- 
ſuaſions of His) friends, left them the 


next morning. Being obliged to take 


Oxford in- his; Way, to. tranſact ſome 
particular buſineſs, which could not 


be delayed : till, his return, he there 
unexpectedly met with an old and 
intimate acquaintance, who inſiſted 


upon his ſupping with him that even- 
ing. Though extremely unfit to 


Join the large and chearful party which 
were to aſſemble at his apartments, 
yet he knew not how to reſiſt his 
ſolicitations, and accordingly promiſed. 
When he was called upon for his 

toalk, 
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| toaſt, after ſupper, he gave Miſs 
Sommerville, and preferred a ſilent, 


but ardent wiſh, that his enquiries 
might be attended with ſucceſs. Some 
minutes after, the toaſt-maſter called 
to a gentleman, who fat almoſt oppo- 
fite to him, © Now,. Audley, it is 
your turn;” who, immediately lifting 
the glaſs to his lips, exclaimed in the 


moſt animated manner, I give you 


the irreſiſtible Miſs Wentworth.” Co- 


 lonel Effingham was ſtruck with the 
name of Audley, as that which Mrs, 
Campbell had mentioned in her let- 
ter, but how was his confuſion en- 
creaſed, when. this toaſt convinced 


him it was the ſame gentleman ! 
Reſolving however to conceal his 
emotions, from an idea that he might 
learn the truth of the report, if he 


aſked any queſtion, without appearing ſo 


deeply intereſted in the reply; he aſſumed 
| a calm- 


&* 5M 0 v A Ui 
a calmneſs he was in reality far from 
feeling, and begged to know, in a 
careleſs manner, if it was Miſs Went- 
worth, of Yorkſhire, whoſe health 
they had juſt been drinking? « Upon 
my word, Sir, replied Mr. Audley, I 
do not know; I ſaw the lady at 
CC „where ſhe was on a viſit. 
I only know ſhe is the moſt beauti- 
ful, angelic creature in the world, and 
her mind is as perfect as her form. 
« Very well, ſaid a gentleman at the 
other end of the table, you are a vio- 
lent lover indeed, Audley.” cc No, | Fg 
cried he, but I could have been if 148 
| the had permitted it.” © Was the \i 
lady cruel?” interrupted the Colonel, 
affecting to ſmile. © Yes, Sir, ſhe 
was, the would not even liſten to me 
upon the ſubject of love; ſhe was not 
half ſo kind as the world, who gave 2 
her to me, for I declare it was re- Ap 
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ported ſhe eloped from C under 
my protection; and one lady went ſo 
far as to ſay, ſhe had ſeen her in my 
phaeton, when I was driving my ſiſter 
to Dover, who happened to be dreſt 
that day in a gieat coat of the ſame 
colour Miſs Wentworth uſually wore. 
Thus this ſtory aroſe from female va- 
nity, and was confirmed by female ma- 
levolence; for Charlotte obſerving Miſs 
Wentworth looked like a divinity in 
brown, thought nothing but a change 
of dreſs was neceſſary to make her 
_equally charming; and the reſt of the 
ladies at C, envious. of her ſupe- 
riority, circulated the ſtory to the ut- 
moſt of their power. Unfortunately 
for me, however, there is not a word 
of truth in it, for I have not ſeen her 
ſince the morning I left C-—, and 
deſpair of again enjoying that felicity.” 
„ Then, (replied the Colonel) you. do 
| | 0 not 
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not know where ſhe now eis?” « No, 
really I do not,” returned Mr. Audley. 
The extreme frankneſs of his manner, 
was a convincing proof of the truth 
of all he had aſſerted, and it relieved 
Colonel Effingham's mind from a heavy 
load of diſtreſs ; as though he did not 
himſelf ſuſpect her virtue, he could 
not bear that others ſhould: and to 
remove all ſuſpicion from Miſs Mor- 
timer, he made an apology for quit- 
ting the company early, and wrote an 
account .of all that had paſſed to Sir 
Charles ; and having diſpatched his let- 
tur, purſued his journey, with a peace- 
ful tranquillity he had not for a long 
time ee 


On his arrival at Parkgate, he found 
the packet ready to ſail, with a fair, 
but ſo rough a wind, that ſeveral people 
who were Waiting to go vould not 
venture, 
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venture, but this could not deter him; 
he had often encountered a ſtorm on 
a leſs intereſting and preſſing occaſion, 


though he would not raſhly run him- 


ſelf into danger ; but the maſter of the 
veſſel aſſuring him there was none, and 


that it was only a ſmart gale, he em- 


barked immediately; but they had 
not been long at ſea before this gale 

encreaſed almoſt to a hurricane; it 
drove the ſhip very far north, and they 


were in the utmoſt danger many hours. 


The ſtorm at length abated, and the 
Captain endeavoured to bring the veſ- 


ſel again into its right courſe, though 


the wind was unfavourable; and Co- 
lonel Effingham perceiying this would 
not be ſoon accompliſhed, thought it 
would be the quickeſt method for him 
to be ſet on ſhore, and purſue his 
Journey to Dublin. The Captain com- 
plied with his requeſt, and he landed 
. 2 5 ö 


at a little place ſouth of Belfaſt, ad 


from thence proceeded ſome miles with- 
out any interruption. ; but, on his aſk- 
ing for horſes at a ſmall town, which 


was in his way to the direct road from 


Belfaſt to Dublin, he was told he muſt 
wait a day, or perhaps two,, before he 


could go on, as the late rains had 
ſwelled tbe waters ſo much, it was not 
merely dangerous, but impoſſible to 


paſs. He was, therefore, obliged to 
ſubmit, and though extremely anxious 
to purſue his Journey, he 0 it with 
2 good grace. 
. was a wretched place, and he was 
without books, or any thing to amuſe 
him; but the clergyman, who was the 
only reaſonable inhabitant, with that 
hoſpitality peculiar to the nation, hear- 
ing the circumſtance of his detention, 
waited Oh. and invited him to his 
| houſe ; 
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houſe ; an invitation which the Colo- 
nel gladly accepted. This gentleman 


was, in fact, the very Mr. Richardſon 
who- baptized Honoria, and who had 


but a ſhort time before confirmed to 


Sir William Clarendon the identity of 


his ſuppoſed ſiſter's perſon. The cir- 


cumſtance was yet freſh in his memory, 


and imagining, from the ſingularity of 


4 


the diſcovery, it might amuſe his gueſt, 
he gave him a minute recital of Miſs 
Sommerville's life, little ſuſpecting how 
deeply he was intereſted in it. This 


was the firſt time he had ever heard a 


true account of the manner in which 
ſne was found, and was delighted that 


ſhe was not a beggar's brat, as had 


been repreſented to him. Mr. Rich- 
ardſon was too much engaged with his 


ſtory to regard its effects on the Co- 


lonel, till he begged him to ſay at 


once where ſhe then was, and relieve 
| him 
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him from the ſuſpenſe he had fo long 
endured? The good man was ſurpri- 
zed at his earneſtneſs, and inſtantly 
complied with his requeſt ; and when 
he learned that ſhe was indifputably_ 
Lady Clarendon's daughter, and, at 
that time, under her protection, his Joy 
exceeded all bounds, and was, indeed, 
little ſhort of diſtraction. Mr. Rich- 
ardſon related, with the moſt minute 
exactneſs, the particulars of his inter- 
view with Sir William, which put the 
matter paſt a doubt; as he had kept 
an inventory of the contents of the 
trunk, which agreed in every point 
with that Sir William brought over. 
The Colonel then, in his turn, after 
thanking him for his happy informa- 
tion, mentioned his acquaintance with 
Honoria, the various and unfortunate 
diſappointments he had met with, and 
concluded, by ſaying, he imagined, as 
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the time agreed perfectly, that it was 
ſoon after her leaving Mrs. Campbell's 
that this diſcovery took place, and was 
the reaſon why he could not trace her, 
Mr. Richardſon rejoiced at having been, 
in ſome degree, the happy inſtrument 
of Honoria's preſent ſituation, and 
"hoped. the Colonel's unexpected meet- 
ing with him, would be the fortunate 
means of his future happineſs, in a 
union with the moſt amiable of her 
ſex. | | 


) As ſoon as the fords were become 
paſſable, they parted, with mutual ex- | 
preſſions of friendſhip ; the Colonel | 
*proceeded to Dublin, without - ſtaying | 
a moment on the road longer than was | 
unavoidable, and from thence embarked 
for England, where he arrived in ſafety. | 


It 


1% „ MW; Xi bit Tg 

It : ſeemed as if every. thing con- 
2 to clear Honoria's character, 
and place her conduct in the moſt 
amiable point of view, in order to 


make his diſappointment the more 


terrible; for when he was about half 


way to London, on ſtopping at a 
little inn to change horſes, he found 
they had but one carriage at home, 
which was already engaged to a gen- 


tleman who was then in the houſe; 


this extremely diſconcerted him, but 
the gentleman hearing his enquiries, 


immediately came out, and finding 
they were both going the ſame road, 
offered him a place, which the Colonel 
gladly accepted. It happened to be 


Counſellor Milford; and though they 


were not acquainted, they knew each 


other perſonally, and were - ſo mutu- 


ally - pleaſed with each other's con- 


verſation, that they would not part 


at 
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at the end of the ſtage,” but agreed 
to continue their journey in one car- 
riage. Colonel Effingham, reſtored to 
his natural chearfulneſs, and at this 
time particularly animated, was a moſt 
agreeable companion; and the Coun- 
ſellor rejoiced at the event which had 
been the means of their travelling to- 
gether. The converſation turned on 
various ſubjects; at laſt the vanity in- 
cident to authors became the topic. 
:« once, ſaid Mr. Milford, was pre- 
ſent at a moſt ridiculous ſcene, which 
I believe nothing will ever efface from 
my es I was viſiting a friend at 
| C=—, who was paying his addreſſes 
to a cl and learned widow, who 
| lived in the ſame city; he confeſſed 
to me he thought her underſtanding 
not ſo brilliant as ſhe herſelf conſi- 
dered it, and as he always told it was, 
for flattery was his forte, and vanity 
8 ; : her 


i 


[At I er te AR e 


her weak ſide; He carried me there 
one evening to hear ſome -patt of a 
work ſhe was then engaged in tranf-- 


lating; he told me it was highly ri- 
diculous, but entreated me to com- 
mend it; this I could not promiſe, 


but declared I would behave as hand-. 


ſomely as I could, and Mr. Dixon, 


who was of our party, faid the ſame. 
© "hh here was a large company afſembled, 
and after tea, Hunter aſked for the 
book and read us ſeveral chapters, 
on which we could, as far as the moſt 
elegant language could deſerve, be- 


ſtow the higheſt praiſes with great 


juſtice, which not a little pleaſed the 


lady, and her ſwain felt the effect of 


her good humour. The next morn- 
ing we all went to pay her a viſit; 
ſhe was not at home, but the ſervant 
ſaying he expected her in a few mi- 
nutes, Hunter led the way to the li- 
OO A - | 


* 
„ 
21 
* 
— —ͤ— 7 > - 
o 2 = — . > ö 4 % 2 2 1 . + F _ 
gs... * 5, 1 S 3 8 * K ; — 8 Pl. 
: — 2 - e — — ba. 3 2 
p 2 4 x 
: A ” : r. * 
e nannt 3 £ 
'I « * 6 * 7 * 
e * — 2 * 1 


. — : 
"FD" n : EW * 5 r 
1 * Sx © w * 3 3 
* Rn" * — — — 


2006 —— — 1 — ig een —— — — — Ga 
2 22. vv ̃]˙ a rr cr _ER.C=STqTzS 
2 + ” D - - — — — 
1 88 L 4 i Ry 
+ * N 
3 1 
= 


* - brary; 


D 


— & we 
> =. > 4 . 
2 . i. ; _— f 

*. 9 _ u/ - — 1 — hg 2— 


1 $ „„ 
K 
— 933 


— —_ 


3 


© * 


r 
— 2 — — 


—— 


TI 


. — 7 


- . 2 
—— —ů— 
. 


— 
. — — 8 
22 F 


— — —-— 
- —_— A 


mo 


* 
2 Nerd 

= 2 AX; 
_— dare gg © 


1 — CY * 
3 e 
» Ta *z 


* 


122 HONORIA' SOMMER VILLE: 


brary; where he ſaid we might wait 
her return. A large old folio here 
attracted our notice, which on opening 
we found to be an old Engliſh tranſ- 
lation of her very work: on the table 
lay her book, which was merely a 
copy of the folio, with the language 
modernized and refined. Whilſt we 
were all enjoying the ridiculous dif- 
1 covery, the lady unexpectedly returned, 
and we had only time to ſhut the 
f book before ſhe came into the room, 
attended by a young lady who lived 
with her in the quality of a compa- 
nion: we had not compoied our coun- 
tenances to a proper degree of gravity ; 
ſhe ſaw ſomething had diverted us, 
without knowing what, till obſerving 
the fatal folio, the terrible myſtery was 
revealed, and ſhe fainted away. On 
her recovery, ſhe darted the moſt fu- 
rious looks at Miſs Wentworth, who 

- 4 4 could 
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$ould not gueſs the. reaſon of her an- 
ger till ſhe was carried to her cham- 
ber, and then we diſcloſed it, and im- 
mediately diſcovered from her embar- 
raſſment, another ſecret that we had 
not before ſuſpected, and this was, that 
the lady herſelf had really no merit in 
the work at all, for that her young 
friend copied, and of courſe the ele- 
gance of the ftyle and language was 
all her own. © Pray, (replied the Co- 
| Jonel, extremely anxious to hear the 
anſwer,) what was the conſequence of 
this?“ © Why, added the Counſellor, 
the young lady was diſmiſſed, as too 
careleſs in ſuch an important charge.” 
And know you what became of her?“ 
“ From C—— ſhe went to London, 
with a very. reſpectable old lady, whom 


I was well acquainted with, but how'. It 
long ſhe remained there I am igno- all 


rant, There was one trait in her cha- i 
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rater, which indiſputably reed Pa 


_ goodneſs of her heart. I ſaw her the 


morning after this buſineſs at Mrs. 


| Markham's, and I found by the con- 
verſation, both that lady and Miſs On- 


ſlow were, till I mentioned it, entirely 


a ſtranger to the reaſon of her leaving 


Mrs. Campbell ; indeed, ſhe then ſaid, 
ſhe had promiſed never to reveal the 
circumſtance of the old tranſlation, and 


was therefore of opinion, that even Mrs. 


Campbell's unkind behaviour could not 

Juſtify her relating it to any one. From 
that day to this, I have never ſpoke of 

it myſelf, for Hunter was afraid of his 
Minerva's reſentment, if the affair was 
made, | 


Colonel Effingham endeavoured to 


_ conceal the tranſport . this intelligence 


gave him, which ſo entirely cleared up 


every doubt ; and replied, with a ſmile, 


Koene 


n r 
c once knew the lady vou ſpeak of, 
but never till this moment heard this 
little anecdote ; but do you know what 
has been the conſequence of the con- 
cealment ?” © No,” (replied the Counſel- 
lor). © It was reported every where and 
believed, that ſhe left C———— with 
a Mr. Audley, who had been very at- 
tentive to her; a report I imagine 
Mrs. Campbell did not chuſe to con- 
tradict, leſt the truth ſhould be in- 
veſtigated. Mr. Milford expreſſed his 
concern that he had been in any way 
acceſſary to ſuch a ſtory being raiſed, 
and declared he would in future be ve- i 
ry cautious what he promiſed. This 
engaged their attention to the end of 
their journey; the Counſellor was ſet 
down in Norfolk-ſtreet, and the Colo- 
nel proceeded to Windſor, where the 
Mortimers family then were, to conſult 
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them upon what plan he had beſt pur- 18 
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' Tue, and take his meaſures according- 


iy. 


Miſs Mortimer was not a little de- 
lighted that her favourite Miſs Went- 
worth was ſo happily acknowledged, 
and that ſhe ſtill fo highly merited the 
eſteem ſhe had once beſtowed on her; 
and joined with her brother in perſuad- 
ing the Colonel to ſtay with them 
at Windſor, and from thence write 
both to Lady and Miſs Clarendon. 
This he complied with, and Captain 
Fairfax promiſed if poſſible to ſee the 

latter in town, as he knew a lady 
who was intimately acquainted with 
the family, and tell her his friend's 
diſtreſs, and enumerate the fruitleſs 
pains he had fo frequently taken to 
diſcover her. The reader is already 
informed of the contents of theſe epiſ- 
les and her Ladyſhip's anſwer, as well 1 


as 


YE . TY. 


as the particulars of the interview between 
Captain Fairfax and the fictitious Ho- 
noria; I ſhall therefore only mention 
the Colonel's extreme horror and aſto- 
niſhment at receiving fo polite yet ſo 
peremptory a refuſal from Lady Cla- 
tendon, who at the ſame time expreſſed 
her forrow that her daughter ſhould fo 
poſitively decline. his propoſals, which ſhe 
herſelf conſidered as highly honourable 
and advantageous. Still however he flat- 
tered himſelf with the hope of a kind 
meſſage by his friend, but his return 
compleated his deſpair, and abſolutely 
for a time deprived him of ſenſè and 
recollection. In vain he called reſo- 
jution to his aid, the ſtroke was too 
ſevere for his fortitude to ſupport, and 
he ſunk under it. In vain his friends 
uſed every argument in their power 
to compoſe his mind ; he would tell 
| tem, way thing but contempt and 
= „„ ſcorn 
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ſcorn he would have borne patiently, 
and ſubmitted to the diſappointment 
however galling; but the cruelty of 
her behaviour on whom he had ſo long 
doated, by convincing him of her pride 
and ingratitude, convinced him that 
all dependance on human happineſs was 


fallacious, and left him in this world 


without a wiſh to animate, or a hope 


to ſupport him. In this languid and 


inactive ſtate he paſſed the winter in 
the country, inattentive to every thing 
but the report of Miſs Clarendon's 


intended elopement, which was too 


public not to reach him; this, if any 
event could, would have added to his grief, 
but his mind was in a ſtate of torpor, and 


was almoſt incapable of ſuperior an- 


anguiſh, to that which already oppreſ- 


ſed it. This his friends mentioned 


as an inducement for him to join 
them in town, as they ſaid in conſe- 


QUENCE 


„ % 8 


quence of this affair the object he 60 


much wiſhed to avoid, was ſent to 
| ſtay ſome time with a lady who lived 
in the country. T heir entreaties at 
length prevailed : the. variety he met 
with in London amuſed him inſenſibly, 
his ſpirits and activity were in ſome 
degree reſtored, and the ſpring. of his 
mind, which had appeared broken, once 
more renewed its action; not that he 
had loſt the prevailing idea of his ſoul; 
Honoria's inconſtancy and ſcorn ftill: 


haunted him, and pervaded every re- 


ceſs of his heart; but he was ſoothed 
by the attentions of thoſe around him, 


and not inſenſible of their kindneſs, 


gratitude. induced him to appear - plea- 
fed, till in ſome meaſure he became 
ſo in reality. The book which Lady 
Clarendon had. ſent him with her 
daughter's refuſal, had been through 


the. whole winter his conftant compani- 
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on, and contributed to keep alive the 


paſſion, reaſon and pride ought to 
have eonquered, as it was a con- 


vincing proof to him, that though 
Miſs, Clarendon deſpiſed, Honoria | 
 Sommerville had once loved him; 


and in this idea he would perpetually 


lament that proſperity ſhould have 
perverted ſuch a mind. This book, 
Sir Charles. contrived to ſteal, when he 
found its baneful effect, and determined: | 


never to reſtore it. | oF 
4 


Early in the spring Lady Morti- 


mer's health being greatly amended,, | 
- Preparations were making for Caroline's 


marriage, and Captain Fairfax having 
purchaſed, Aſhbury Park, deſired. Colo- 


nel Effingham would. accompany him 
and Sir Charles. to fix. on the neceſ- 


fary alterations. and. repairs ; this he 
complied: with,. __ was lo pleaſed 
| - with 


J Co 2 TY 0 . 
with the ſituation, and finding in the 
country a relief from the noiſe and 
buſtle of London, which though a re- 
medy, was a painful one, that he 
took a lodging at a farm-houſe, not 
far from Aſhbury,. and offered. his. 
friend, as he was till very unfit for 
the gay ſcenes which. of courſe he- 
would. be engaged in on his marriage, 
to ſtay in Hertfordſhire, and overlook. 
the workmen; an offer which Captain 
Fairfax the more joyfully accepted, as 
he hoped it would amuſe and intereſt 
him. It was at this period he ſaw. 
HFonoria; no one except himſelf. could 
= tell how painful the interview was, but 
though- ſhocked: and ſurprized, he re- 
ſolved not to. gratify her vanity, by 
letting her ſee it, but: determined, 
ſhe at leaſt. ſhould think, he “ bore 
his ſorrows like a- man.” Yet her 
fainting, and. following illneſs, almoſt 

conquered: 
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_ eonqured his reſolution; however he 
avoided going to the houſe to en- 
quire, and contented himſelf with 
ſending. to the apothecary's, to know 
how the lady did at Southern Lodge, 
for he never mentioned her name; 
and the inſtant he learned ſhe was 
out of danger, he flew. from the ſpot. 
It was then he firſt became acquainted 
with the Lamberts, and in the exer- 
eiſe of benevolence, he loſt in ſome 
degree the anguiſh of his ſoul. He 
doubted not but Miſs Melmoth was 
the lady, where Miſs Clarendon had 
been fent to conceal the impropriety 
of her conduct; and imagined, re- 
morſe had in ſome meaſure occaſioned 
ker illneſs: yet would he make no 
advances; he ſuppoſed: her too. well 
: acquainted with his ſentiments, not 
* let him know if there was any al- 


teration 
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teration in her own. Yet this he now 


ſcarcely hoped for; the diſgrace which 
had been affixed to her name, would 
have hurt his feelings; for, like Cæſar, 
he would net have his wife ſuſ⸗ 
pected. 1 | | 


IEC * 
* 


Fearful of remaining in Hertford: 
ſhire, and diſguſted with London, he 
ſpent his Summer in Scotland, till 
vwearied with rambling, he fancied he 
ſhould be happier in ſome ſequeſter- 
ed ſpot, and at laſt fixect on Wales, 
as the variety of romantic ſituations 
would ſuit the deſpondenee of his 
mind. He returned to London, ſtaid 
there a few days only, as the Morti- 
mers and Fairfaxes were in France, 
and then went to Bath, intending to 
eroſs the New Paſſage, and travel 
till he could find a place correſpond- 
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ing with his feelings. Here, more 
from liſtleſſneſs, than any expectation 
of arauſement, he went into the 
theatre; where the firſt, and indeed, 
only object that ſtruck his eyes, was 
Honoria, He ſaw her, apparently, 
the ſame Honoria whom he had 
loved; her perſon, indeed, unchanged, 
but her mind, how- different! He ſaw 
her, gay, animated and engaging,. di- 
recting thoſe ſmiles he had: once the 
power of lighting up in her coun- 
tenance, to another, and he fat the 
picture of fixed and ſilent melancholy, 
till Miſs Onflow's ridiculous obſervation 
drew on. him the attention of their 
whole box: this alarmed him, he 
turned his eyes to the ſtage for ſome 
- little time, though he ſaw nothing 
that paſſed there, and then. precipi- 
tately left the houſe, went to the 
5 Bear, 


— 


W 


R 
* * KO * 


| — — . 
RACIST £5 BORIS. Bags. + eats 8 Dr 1d. myrnogd +, 4 
— 6 * F = "PE N EY b * N . 2 — 
= — 2 * — —_—_ | ; | | | 4 | 
[7 T 1 = OS — 23 mt — 5 a — : | | F | | 
N i : e 2 - : 
. Is ma . 8 —_— _ —— ; ax” 7 — 


wo L ” — \ - 5 
_ " Bow "= 1 5 8 * "> n * — 
4 979 „ „ 


wo 


— 
2 * . 4 * 
* * 
Fre 3 279 — — " 41jꝓj tees 
L 2 3 ” — 1 
N * - ys „ 


S2 2 


135 
in 


ordered a poſt-chaiſe, and, 


NS . 
leſs than two hours, reached Briſtol, 


A 
from whence, the next morning, he ſet 


off for Wales. 


i 
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CHAP. XXXVIL 


HERE, after wandering for ſome 
time, he at laſt met with a ſituation, 
romantic to a degree, where he re- | 
ſolved to paſs the winter, indulging | 
his melancholy ; and to this reſolution: 
he would have adhered, had not the 
report. of Miſs Clarendon's elopement 
with Captain Harcourt. reached him, 
and at the ſame time he learned that 
they were ſomewhere in Wales. This 
was quite ſufficient to drive him from 
his retirement, and he again. returned 
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to England, uncertain where to direct 
his ſteps: at laſt he determined to go 
to Weſtmoreland and Cumberland, as 
thoſe parts of the kingdom he was 
| leaſt acquainted with, and there re- 
main till his friends | were ſettled at 
Aſhbury, and then join them there, 
as his reaſons for avoiding Hertford- 
ſhire were now at an end. 
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It was during this northern expedi- 
tion, that Major Southmore arrived 
at his houſe, where he found only an 
old woman, who had been left to 
take care of it, and from her he- could 
gain no other intelligence, than that 
the Colonel had been gone a little 
time, but where, ſne knew not, nor 
could at all gueſs when he would 
come back. Diſpirited at the ill ſuc- 
ceſs of his embaſſy, he returned to 
London, and went immediately to 


Harley- 
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Harley-ſtreet, where the whole family 


were aſſembled. Honoria anxiouſly 


watched his countenance, and ſaw 


vexation and diſappointment ſo deep- 


ly impreſſed on it, that ſne doubted 
not but the Colonel had either re- 
fuſed to hear her juſtification, or heard 
it with indifference. This idea was 
confirmed by his deſiring to ſpeak 
with Lady Clarendon alone, and, on 


her re-entering the room, the ſame | 
traces were viſible on her'ss She 


could not ſo far ſubdue her pride as 
to aſk for an explanation from either 
of them, when ſhe had every reaſon 
to believe it would be difgracefu]; 
and ſhe had no other means of en- 
quiring, as Miſs Aſhbourn, who alone 


was in the ſecret, was gone with her 
mother into Kent; and Lady Clarendon, 
little ſuſpe&ing ſhe knew any thing of 


it, would not inform her of their dil- 
| 5 appoint- 
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appointment, left” ſhe ſhould condemn 


their conduct, and require them to 


promiſe to take no farther ſteps with- 
out her knowledge. 


In this ſtate, therefore, they all con- 
tinued for ſome time. Honoria fixed 
on a plan for herſelf, which however 


could not yet be executed. She wrote 


| conſtantly to Miſs Melmoth, and 
learned from her that the Fairfaxes 
were not yet returned, and ſhe deter- 
mined to wait their arrival before ſhe 
paid her promiſed viſit at Southern 


Lodge, hoping then to have an op- 


portunity of juſtifying herſelf to Mrs. 
Fairfax, a ſtep in which ſhe thought 
there could be no impropriety, if the 
Colonel was not at Aſhbury, and the 


kindneſs ſhe had formerly received from 
that lady, made her the more anxious 


to be reſtored to her good opinion. 
; In 
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In the mean time, the ſtory of her 


diſcovery was made public, and ſhe 
was introduced publicly as the rea} 


Mifs Clarendon, and as fuch preſented 
at Court; a ceremony which her pre- 
deceſſor had obſtinately refniſed to go 


through, conſcious, no doubt, of her 


inability to behave with propriety, as 
well as knowing it was a diſtinction 
ſhe had no right to. Among the 


reſt of Lady Clarendon's friends who | 
paid their congratulatory vifits, Lady 


Pelham paid her compliments, bur 


in ſo cool and conftrained a manner, 
that her countenance contradicted her 
expreſſions, which were thoſe of joy, 


at having been, in ſome degree, the 


means of this fortunate event. The 


fact was, Lady Pelham, though proud 


and havghty, was not ſo much ſwayed | 
by ſituation as jealouſy, and in the 


affections of her friend, Miſs Melmoth, 
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Miſs Clarendon was perhaps a more 
dangerous rival than Kitty Wentworth, 
and fuch was equally an Ry of diſ- 
like and fear. 


When theſe viſits were returned, 
they went to Clarendon Place, and 
| there celebrated Honoria's twenty firſt 
birth day; it was her mother's parti- 
cular wiſh, but as there were very few 
of the neighbouring families at that time 
in the country, they had no inducement 
to ſtay long, but returned to London, 
| very much to the ſatisfaction of Emi- 
ly Onſlow, who was of their party, 
| and indeed now almoſt lived with La- 
dy Clarendon, a cireumſtance no leſs 
pleaſatzt to Honoria than herſelf. 


They had not been more than a 
week in town, when the arrival of 
the Fairfaxes at Aſhbury, determined 

ag al 
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our heroine. to loſe no time, but pay 
Miſs Melmoth the long-promiſed vi- 


fit, for which ſhe had an excellent 
plea, not having ſeen her ſince the | 
happy diſcovery, Lady Clarendon | 


herſelf did not wiſh to go till later in 


the Spring, and though grieved to part 
with Honoria even for ſo ſhort a time, | 
could- deny nothing ſhe wiſhed ; and | 


Emily ſaying ſhe would as far as it 


was in her power ſupply her place, | 
Miſs Clarendon again quitted London, | 


and was received by her friends with 


every poſlible teſtimoney of the fince- | 
reſt joy and trueſt affection. She tri- 
. umphed in the idea of her own pene- 
tration, in believing her to be of high | 
birth, when every apparent circum- | 
ſtance contradicted ſuch a ſuppoſition. | FF 
The whole evening was ſpent in reci- | 
ting paſt events, in every one of | 
which Miſs Melmorh took the _ moſt 
| | affectionate 


r FL, wo 


affectionate intereſt. She ſaid ſhe 


| could not underſtand Colonel Effing- 


ham's conduct, but if he had either- 
refuſed to hear her vindication, or 
heard it unappeaſed, there muſt be a 
deeper motive than was viſible to 
them; and this ſhe would undertake 
to ſettle with Mrs. Fairfax herſelf, as 
ſoon as a flight indiſpoſition which had 
confined her ſeveral days, would per- 
mit her to viſit Aſhbury : but for this 
Honoria's impatience would not ſuf- 


fer her-to wait; ſhe mentioned the” 


next morning an inclination to ramble, 
and Miſs Melmoth's cold being a 
ſufficient apology for not accompany- 


ing her, ſhe ſet out attended only by 


her ſervant, and directed her ſteps to 


| Aſhbury Park, not deſigning to in- 


form her friend of her intention, till 
ſhe ſaw whether the event juſtified her 
expectations. 


With 
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With a heart alternately ſwayed by 
hope and fear, ſhe walked up to the 
houſe; the fatal interview that occurred 
the laſt time ſhe beheld it, was not one 
inſtant abſent. from her imagination. 
She was ſenſible of no fatigue, though 
little accuſtomed to walk ſo far; her 
mind only was affected. On enquiring 
if Mrs. Fairfax was at home, the ſer- 
vant anſwered in the affirmative, and on 
her footman's. repeating her name, he 
ran up ſtairs, and announced Miſs Cla- 
rendon, to the great aſtoniſhment of his 
lady, who, after all that had paſſed, 
expected not ſuch a viſitor ; and receiv- 
ed her with ſo marked a coldneſs, that 
it wholly diſconcerted her. Conſcious 
herſelf of the ſecret motive which in- 
| duced her to with for an explanation 
with Mrs. Fairfax, ſhe feared all the 
world might penetrate her reaſons, and 
from this fear * been half tempted, 
even 


A * r 


even when at the Park- gate, 40 return, leſt 
there ſhould be an impropriety in taking 
ſo much pains to acquit herſelf to the 
Colonel, to whom apparently her con- 


duct was totally indifferent. Yet re- 


flecting, that no one could poſſibly 


blame her for endeavouring to regain 
Mrs. Fairfax's approbation, ſhe reſolyed 


to leave every thing to its fate, and 
purſue her firſt intention. Yet even 
theſe doubts gave her, when ſhe en- 
| tered the room, an embarraſſment which 
was miſtaken for guilt and ſhame; 
and which was ſo much encreaſed by 
the reception ſhe met with, that anſwer- 


ing Mrs. Fairfax's diſtant curteſy with 


another, ſhe ſat down, the tears almoſt 
ſtarting from her eyes, and without the 
Nn of utterance. | 


+ 


After à few minutes "Metis, Mrs. 
Fairfax, whoſe natural good humour 
Vox. IV. ; H could 
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could not, even guilty as ſhe thought. 
her, ſtand againſt the viſible diſtreſs it 
Honaria's countenance, + broke it, by 
aſking if ſhe would not chuſe to ſit 
nearer the fire? Our heroine rephed 
in the negative, and then ſummoning. 
all her courage to her aſſiſtance, ſaid, 
« From the kindneſs you once, madam, 
beſtowed on Kitty Wentworth, I dared 
- flatter myſelf with the hope of a leſs 
reſerved reception ; but I cannot blame 
your behaviour, it is founded on the 
beſt motives, and my ſole reaſon for 
troubling you with this viſit, is to re- 
ſtore myſelf to that place in your eſteem 
once poſſeſſed, by — Here, Mrs, 
Fairfax, her eyes ſparkling with reſent- 
ment, interrupted her. Had you, 
madam, as Miſs Clarendon, | purſued 
the ſame line of conduct you did when 
Kitty Wentworth, believe me, you could 
have had no friend who would more 
ſincerely 
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ſincerely have rejoiced at your elevation 
than myſelf. At preſent, I muſt confels,.. 
my ſtrongeſt contempt is excited by the 
inſolence of your meſſage to Mr. Fairs. 
fax's friend, which no apology can no- 
juſtify, nor any motive exeuſe. Yet, 1 


hope, neither the one, nor the other, 
can now be of any conſequence. to him, 
as I dare affirm, his heart is, at leaſt 
towards you, in a perfect ſtate of in- 


difference, and that you will ſoon be | 
convinced of it, by his publickly. avow- 


ing a nobler and worthier choice.“ 


Theſe words were merely ſpoken in the 


height of anger, and expreſſed only her 
wiſhes, not her bellef; but Honoria 
took them. i in a literal ſenſe, and judg- 
ing from them, when added to the other 
_ circumſtances, that he was on the point 
of marriage, it ſo deeply affected her 
ſpirits, that ſhe was utterly unable to 


give the intended explanation; and 
H 1 
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thought, indeed, that at preſent it could 
avail nothing, ſince every long-cheriſhed 
hope was deſtroyed by Mrs. Fairfax's 


intelligence. She turned pale as death, 


and grew ſo extremely ſick, that it was 


with the utmoſt difficulty ſne could 


riſe from her chair; but, after ſitting a 


few minutes in total ſilence, ſhe took 
leave, requeſting Mrs. Fairfax fo par- 


don the trouble ſhe had given, and 
ringing for her ſeryant, was juſt quitting 
the room, when the Captain entered. 
Honoria was to him a perfect ſtranger; 


but, addreſſing her, in the politeſt man- 
ner, he deſired ſne would ſit down, un- 
leſs ſhe had a carriage waiting for lier, 


as it would certainly rain in a very few 


minutes: ſhe thanked him, but ſaid, 


' ſhe could not poſſibly wait, and added, 


ſhe ſhould not regard the rain: no- 


thing, at that time, was ſo terrible to 


had 
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her, as the undeſerved contempt ſhe 5 


So ad a oe. 
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1 experienced from Mrs. Fairkkx; and 
the dread of a converſatien's being pur- 
ſued, ſo painful to her to hear; and 
ſhe therefore refuſed, in ſo decided a 
manner, that he could not preſs. it any 
farther ; and, looking at Mrs. Fair- 
fax, he ſaw a vexation imprinted on 
her countenance, which convinced him 
there was ſome reaſon why ſhe did not 
join in the requeſt, He then attended 
our heroine down ſtairs, and offering 
her his carriage, which ſhe . declined, 
he inſiſted on her ſervant's taking an 
umbrella, which the man, who was not 
ſo inattentive as his lady, gladly, for 
her ſake, es 


With view: different emotions from 
thoſe ſhe felt when ſhe; entered it, ſhe 
haſtily walked through the Park, deep- 
ly regretting her ill ſucceſs, and alter- 
f 2 blaming herſelf, and rejoicing, 

. H 3 that 
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that ſhe had not ſtaid to explain her 
conduct; bur ſatisfied, at laſt, in this 
reſpect, from the certainty that when 
Captain | Fairfax knew fhe was Miſs 
Clarendon, he muſt judge there was 
ome miſtake, and would himſelf ſeek 
to clear it up; Before ſhe had loſt 
Aght of the houſe it began to rain, and 
it ſoon encreaſed with ſuch violence, 
that the umbrella, which was only of 
Hlight green ſilk, was wet through, and 
| became an incumbrance, inſtead of a 
= ſhelter ; ſhe; therefore, gave it wholly 
| to che ſervant, and pioceeded, as fait 
Zs poſſible, to the road, where ſhe hoped 
to find a cottage where ſhe might gain 
adinittance ; and, in this hope, was not 
diſappointed, for the moment ſhe quittd 
the Park, ſhe perceived one, though at 
ſome diſtance, and ran towards it with 
ſuch ſpeed, that, on her arrival, her 
ſtrength was totally exhauſted, and her | 
5 4 breath | 
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breath nearly gone. A decent-looking 
' woman received her with much civility, 
and begged her to {fit down, at the 
ſame time deſired ſhe would excuſe her 
waiting on her, as ſhe had a ſick hus- 
band up ſtairs, who required her con- 


ſtant attendance. Honoria ordered her 


ſervant to go to Southern Lodge, and 
requeſt Miſs Melmoth to ſend her the 


Chariot, and remained in the cottage 


with a little girl of about ſix years old, 
whom the woman had left with her, 
but whoſe preſence interrupted not the 


train of reflection into which =ſhe fell, 


on the intelligence ſne had that morn- 
ing heard. The exertions ſhe had made 
to eſcape the rain, had, in ſome degree, 
rallied her ſcattered ſpirits, before ſo 
truly depreſſed, and rendered her more 
capable of going through the ſcene that 
followed. = 
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Colonel Effingham, who had lately 
been informed of the arrival of his 
friends from France, was on his road 
to Aſhbury, when the ſame ſtorm ob- 
liged him to ſeek the ſame ſhelter; 
as he was then paſſing by the cot- 
tage, the woman's eldeſt ſon, a lad 
about fourteen, took his horſe, for his 
ſervant was not with him, led it to a 


med they called a ftable, and ſhewed 


him into the room where Honoria 
Was ſitting. She ſtarted at his en- 
trance, and an univerſal tremor ſeized 
her; but he regarded her with a fixed 
attention, which ſhe conſidered as a 
fatal proof that indifference and not 
reſentment was the reigning ſentiment 
oi his foul. He bowed, ſhe returned 
| his ſalutation, and for ſome moments 
they both continued in ſilence; Ho- 
noria afraid to ſpeak, and the Colonel 
not knowing what to ſay, till the em- 

3 | barraſlment 
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more . viſible, "he lan? eee to 
break it, and exclaimed in an inward 
tone, What unfortunate weather this 
x Unfortunate indeed '' (rejoined 
Honoria.) The ice once broken, he 


| thought as the ſhower continued with 


encreaſing violence, and that it w 

probable they might be ſome qe 
longer priſoners, it would be. leſs dif 
treſſing to converſe upon common ſubs, 


jects, than to preſerve a filence that. 


muſt ſo forcibly remind them. of what. 


it was : NOW become their duty; 5 as well 
as intereſt to forget. To this end he 


ſpoke again of the wea 


2 and then 


| enquired by. what .agcident ſhe, became 


expoſed to it? Having by this time 
recovered ſome degree of RG 
the, 0e hoping. from h his 
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of the” morning to walk to Aſhbury 
Park, as 1 earneſtly wiſhed to relate 
to Mrs. Fairfax an event in my life, 
of which I believe ſhe is yet ignorant ; 
but this her unjuſt and ill-grounded 5 
reſentment prevented me from doing. 
« Then you did not mention it to her, 
madam?“ * No, Sir, faid Honoria, 
ſhe did not appear inclined to liſten 
to me, and I was leſs ' anxious to re- 
veal it, from ſome intelligence ſne 
gave me, which made her knowledge 
of it perfectly immaterial to me. Per- 
haps I' have acted inconſiſtently with 
the dignity of the female character, 
but Indeed I fear you have, 
: interrupted | he with emotion.” '« Juſt 
Heaven! this from you, Colonel Ef- 
finigharn | * her cheeks glowed, and 
the tears fſtarted involuntarily to her 
zeyes, but fuddenly recollecting herſelf, 
2 "with c_—_— © This event. 
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then has hain relied to you?“ * O 
yes, madam, I learned it in Wales, 
juſt before I quitted my houſe.” He 
pauſed a moment, and then continued, 
Will you permit me to diſcloſe it 
to Mrs. Fairfax?” © Yes, certainly, 
Sir.” In the mean time, madam; 
give me leave to congratulate and wiſtr 
you all poflible happineſs.” I thank. 
you, fir, returned ſhe indignantly, and 


let me add for my own juſtification;. 
it was without my knowledge and 
-wholly againſt my inclination, that. you 
ever did learn it.” „That, "madam;. 


I ſhould imagine, but I thought my= 


ſelf obliged to the friend who revealed 
it to me; he did it with a view for 
my tranquiility, which though it failed 


in its effect, was. not the leſs kindly in- 


-tended. However, let what will be- 
come of me, I muſt again repeat I 
_ wiſh. you. happy, madam,” ©] once 

| flattered 
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flattered myſelf, ſaid Hodbria, it was 
the, only event ,which could make me 
ſo; that it was the leading ſtep to per- 
fect felicity, but I find I am cfuelly 
miſtaken; my affections have; been 


thrown away, I meet contempt and n- 


gratitude where I, at leaſt, deſerve pity; 
and every ſtep I have taken, however 
meant as a proof of ſincere attachment, 


has been miſconſtrued, | and every at- 


tempt to juſtify myſelf has had a con- 
trary effect. Perhapꝶ had I acted other- 
wiſe, I might have been happier, at 
leaſt, I ſhould not have incurred my 
own Cant for now I am truly miſe- 
_ rable.” Oh. (cried he). for Hea- 
ven's ſake, do not, now it is too late, 
tell me this, do not torture my ſoul 
with vain reproaches; then haſtily 
riſing, and walking to the window to 


conceal his agitation, he added, Les 


us, . drop Mis j POR, 1 
* cannot, 
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or." ought not to ; liſten to it; all 
_ explanations, all recriminations, are now 
uſeleſs at leaſt, perhaps dangerous.” 
« I feel your reproof, fir, it is juſt, 1 
thank you ſor it ; but it might have 
been given with more delicacy ; how- 
ever, in future, you ſhall not be ſhocked 
in this manner: then going to the door, 
* fang. the carriage never arrive?“ ſaid 
„ impatiently z then added ſoftly, 
in a voice broken by her emotions, 
« To what indignity have I expoſed 
myſelf !'? Colonel Effingham caught 
theſe words imperfectly, and addreſ- 
ſing her once more, * Do not, madam, 
ſaid he, reproach yourſelf becauſe your 
former, perhaps your native character 
broke forth, unconcealed | by ambition, 
unblinded by proſperity ; 5 — in pity to 
my feelings again veil it, nor when 
am ſenſible it is too late for my 
happineſs, Toffer me to bee the value 
; 55 ot 
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of * Li; have for ever loft, Pre- 


ſerve your own dignity, and fear not 
that I ſhall act inconſiſtentiy with my 
nour, or r my firuation,” 
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During his whole converſation, C o— 
lonel Effingham had addreſſed her as 
Mrs. Harcourt, though he ventured not 
to pronounce a name, it gave him ſuch 
pain to know ſhe had a right to. Ho- 

noria, on the contrary, thought his con- 
gratulations alluded ta the late happy 
diſcovery, which ſhe doubted not but 
he was acquainted with, and had not 
therefore the , moſt diſtant idea, that he 
ſuppoſed her married; and every refer- | 
ence he made to her ſituation, ſhe ima- 
gined, was only intended to hint to her 
his own engagement. Thus mutually 
deceived, it was not probable this inter- 
view would contribute to leſſen the deep 
_m_ they hoth Gt from the ne 
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REY ; and whilſt the Colonel con- 
demned the tenderneſs of her manner, 
as wholly improper in Mrs, Harcourt, 
ſhe miſconſtrued his ſpeeches into inſo- 
lence and contempt, and replied, to the 
laſt, with more ſpirit than the had before 
exerted. *© To convince you, fir, how 
entirely I accede to your opinion, and 
hat I am not ſo wholly inattentive to 


my dignity, or my honour, as you ſeem 
to imagine, 1 will, this inſtant, reſtore 


to you what has been too long the ob- 


je& of my regard, but which, in future, 


would only remind me of my own folly, 


and your  ingratitude, and inſpire me 


with reſentment. Take it, continued 
ſhe, (haſtily cutting the blue ribband 
which faſtened the locket to her neck, 
and laying it on a table) and with it my 
moſt perſect indifference; and, believe 


me, in parting with that, I at once 


loſe every trace of friendſhip and eſteem g 
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* 


and every ſentiment of regard I was 


once ſimple enough to feel, and vain 


enough to believe was returned Rea e- 
aut force.” Hy 


1 olonel Effingham beheld the locket 
with a fired attention, and judging from 
the reſolute calmneſs of her countenance 
and manner, which though free from 


paſſion, expreſſed the moſt unchange- 
able determination : thought he might 
venture to ſolicit ber pardon, without | 
renewing her affection. Taking, there 1 


fore, the locket 1 in his hand, ho replied, 
* Perhaps, madam, I ought to requeſt 


your forgiveneſs for my temerity. in firſt. 


ſending this to you, but now, I. dare 
only entreat you not to reſent my pre- 
ſent conduct. Believe me, 1 8 do not 
ſcorn your friendſhip, but 1 fear it; 


fince 1 placed an inſur- 


mountable berween. us, 2 15 * dread. a. 
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renewal of thoſe San eee it has coſt 
me ſo much time in any degree to 
conquer ; ſentiments, it would now be 


criminal in me to entertain. We meet, 


I hope, for the laſt time, for I could not 
ſuſtain ſuch another interview. Fare- 
well, Honoria, once revered, ſtill too 
well beloved, farewell! may you be hap- 
py, and forget there exiſts fuch a being, 
as the miſerable Effingham!“ At theſe 
words, Aiſtegarding the weather, he hal- 
My quitred the” cottage, ' and ran towards 
Altbuey, leaving Honoria almoſt diſ- 
traded with the variety of * emetions 
which tore her foul : convinced he ſtil 
loved” her, but at the ſame time more 
than ever convinced, ſome infuperable 
obſtacle oppoſed his wiſhes, The carp 
rlage ſoon after, arrived, and in a tate 
: of mind, none can imagine who have 
not experienced, ſhe threw herſelf into 


it, and it drove to Southern Lodge. ; 
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Wit che Colonel ens at 
Aſhbury, he found Mrs. Fairfax alone, 
ſcarcely yet recovered from her fur- 
prize: ſhe ſaw, and begged to know 
the cauſe of his extreme agitation, 
and he inſtantly related the particulary | 
of the late interview, which added to 

her aſtoniſhment, as ſhe had not be- 
fore heard of Miſs Clarendon's mar- 


riage. She then told him of her viſit, | 


and lamented ſhe had not detained 


ber, or ſent her home in the carriage. 


At 


4 


„FCC... Wo 


At this part of the converſation, Capy 


tain F airfax entered the room. From 


the time of Honoria's departure he 
hack been engaged with his ſteward, 
and of courſe had not ſince ſeen his 


lady, but the inſtant he had expreſſed 


his happineſs at the arrival of his 
friend, ſhe addreſſed him, “How could 


you, Mr. Fairfax, forget your reſent- 


ment ſo far, as to pay ſuch civility 


to that worthleſs girl?” © Do you 
mean Caroline,” (returned he) the lady” 


met going out ?---< Yes, certainly.“ 
« Then, my dear, I do not "under- 
ſtand you, ſhe was an entire ſtranger 
to me, and how could I judge of her 
worth? I paid her no more attention 
than her ſituation required, and ſuch 
as even a ſtranger has a right to 


claim any where, particularly in our 


own houſe.” Then her beauty (ſaid 


Mrs, F axis) certainly dazzled your 
* CS, 
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28 eyes, or bewildered your ſenſes, ſince 


Jou, could not ſee. it was Miſs Claren- 
don, or rather Mrs. Harcourt, for the 
Colonel tells me ſhe is married,” 
"cc What is the meaning of all this, 
(aid he) that lady was not Mifs 


'Clarepdon, I am very poſitive, you mult 


ff 


be ſtrangely miſtaken.“ «I think, Sir, . 
(anſwered Mrs. Fairfax, gravely) it is 


os 


* 


more probable you ſhould be in an 9 
error, than both your friend and my- g 
0 


elf. 5 cannot poſſibly have forgotten 
Kitty Wentworth, nor the Colonel WM © 
Miſs, Sommerville, and when ſhe left. | 


me, ſhe was driven by the ſhower into C 
A, cottage, where: he unfortunately met ” 
her, and they had a long converſation; 4 
the, even confeſſed | her marriage to BY 
him, and ſaid ſhe came here on pur- 85 
poſe t to reveal Rc to me, but 2 1 5 


Was not inclined to liſten | to her, 


Which 18. Ape; and pe declared her- 
Wo ſelf 


. K * 4 3 
* 
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ſelf miſerable in her choice, and in 
pretty ſtrong terms lamented her paſt 
folly.” <1 beg your pardon, Caro- 
line, (returned the Captain) for having | 
contradicted you, you muſt be right; 
but here is ſome ſtrange myſtery, 
which 1 muſt endeavour to diſcover, 
for 1 am ſtill certain this is not the 
lady 1 was introduced to at Mrs. 
Betterton's, who ſent you, Colonel, 
that meſſage, whom I afterwards ſaw 
ſo frequently in public, and who was 
univerſally acknowledged as Lady Cla- 
rendon's daughter.” If, faid The 
Colonel, trembling, there 1s any miſ- 
take, the diſcloſure may be in my 
favor; yet no, that is now impoſſible, 
for ſhe is married, and of courſe, for 
ever loſt to me.” © No matter (cried 
Captain Fairfax) this buſineſs ſhall be 
cleared up. Where did this lady, 
N you 1 is the real Miſs Cla- 
rendon, 
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perhaps inform you.” 


currences of the morning, 
tenderly ſympathizing friend, when ſhe 
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rendon, come. from? *©.1 know not, 


(replied his lady) but the ſervant can 


3s 


On ringing the 
bell, the man ſaid, Miſs. Clarendon' $ 


| footman | Fd told him, ſhe had 
walked that morning all the way from 


Southern. Lodge. Then to Southern 


Lodge I will inſtantly go, (exclaimed 


he) and happy, be the intelligence I 
ſhall bring from thence!” The Colo- 
nel ſhook his head in deſpair, and his 
friend mounting his horſe, in a few 
minutes loſt fight of his own houſe, 
and ſoon arrived at the Lodge. 


| " on | | ; 8 : 6 ; | 
Honoria was weeping over the oc- 
with her 


was told Captain Fairfax deſired to 
ſpeak with her, on very particular buſineſs. 
She inſtantly gueſſed what it was, and 
conſented to go down, though hope- 


leſs of 2 other A "than that 


cf 


K $072 . 107 


of acquitting herſelf of the heavy 
charges of pride and ingratitude. 
When ſhe entered the room, Captain 
Fairfax, after making a reſpectful bow, 
ſaid, May I, Madam, take che li- 
berty of enquiring if you are really 
Miſs Clarendon ?” „ Yes, Sir, (re- 
plied Honoria) I really am.” „Par- 
don, continued he, the ſingularity and 
abruptneſs of my queſtion, but I was 
more detply intereſted in your anſwer 
than you could poſſibly imagine ; but 
how am 1 to interpret this ſtrange 
myſtery, for ſurely, Madam, you are 
not the ſame lady I faw at Mrs. Bet- 
eerton's, and who gave me fo cruel 
MW * mefſage for my unhappy friend?“ 
* No, Sir, it was one who uſurped | 
my name and place; the circumſtan- 
ces are too various to relate at pre- 
ſent; it will be ſufficient now to tell 
you, the impolture for ſeveral mouths 
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ſo ſucceſsfully carried on, was oy) length, 
fortunately for me, diſcovered. My 


credentials J poſſeſſed, fell into the 
hands of. one, who diſgraced the name 


mother loſt me in my infancy, and the 


CLE 


of Clarendon, and it was her fear of 


being. detected in her impoſture, which 
| induced her to refuſe Colonel Effing- 
ham ſo rudely, leſt by his. attempting 


to ſee her, the ſecret ſhould be diſ- 


cloſed, which it was ſo much her. in- 
3 poſſible, 
Madam! (ſaid Captain Fairfax) what de- 
light would this intelligence give my friend 
but for- 


though acquainted with the miſtake. 
This morning he paid his congratula- 
tions to me, with the utmoſt cold- 


Captain) thoſe congratulations were 
addreſſed 


cc Pardon me, Sir, (faid | 
| Honoria) the Colonel already knows 
it, yet he forgives not the affront, 


1 neſs.” cc Alas, Madam, (replied the 


„ 


. * 
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addreſſed to you on a different occaſion, 
for believe me he knows not of this 
diſcovery ; on your marriage, which he 
had heard of in Wales, and though 
his heart bled, he commanded him- 
ſelf enough to wiſh you happy.” 1 
am not married, Captain Fairfax,” ſaid 
Honoria. © Not married! are you not 
Mrs. Harcourt?“ returned the Captain. 
« That error, Sir, ſaid ſhe, was founded 
on the firſt; my predeceſſor changed her 
name to Harcourt, before it was 
known that ſhe had never any right 
to that of Clarendon.” © Then? dear 
Effingham, added he with rapture, your 
unſhaken conſtancy may be at laſt re- 
warded.” His conſtancy, Sir! ſaid 
Honoria with ſome ſurprize, your la- 
dy this morning informed me the Co- 
lonel was on the point of marriage.” 
Oh no, Miſs Clarendon, you muſt have 
miſunderſtood her, returned Captain 
IV. F Fairfax; 


FO, HONORIA SOMMERVILLEY 
F airſax ; he has never ceaſed to regret. 
you, nor ever, even in thought ſwer-= 
ved from the trueſt 5 the 
moſt inviolable fidelity. Honoria trem- 
bled and attempted to ſpeak, but could 
not; the fudden turn of joy this 
ſpeech gave her, was almoſt too much 
for her to ſupport. © Will you then, 
_ Miſs Clarendon, continued the Captain, 
prove your forgiveneſs by permitting 
him to plead his own cauſe? will 
you ſuffer me to bring him here-? for 
every moment -I delay acquainting him 
with this happy change, my heart ac- 
cuſes me of cruelty.” Honoria was 
' fill Gent, but the deep glow on her 
cheeks aſſured him of all he wiſhed 
to know. « Then, (cried he) as you 
do not forbid me, I will fly inſtantly 
to Aſhbury to make the beſt of his 
ſex the happieſt.” He then left her; 


ſhe 15 no power to oppoſe him, per- 
haps 


„ e 
haps no inclination, and a violent burſt 
of tears at length relieved the oppreſſion 


at her heart, and enabled her to inform 


Miſs Melmoth of all that had paſſed, 
who rejoiced at the delightful nid 
which now awaited her. 


She had ſcarcely contpaled her agi- 
| tated ſpirits, before the Colonel him- 
ſelf appeared: he was in an inſtant at 
her feet, entreating her forgiveneſs in 
a voice almoſt inarticulate, frem the 
various emotions of his ſoul, _ Hope, 
fear, Joy, remorſe, alternately "moved 
him, and it was lang ere he could with 
any degree of calmneſs inform her 
of the numberleſs and cruel miſtakes 
which had occaſioned” his miſery, and 
prompted him to behave in ſo ſtrange 
a manner. Honoria accepted his apo- 
logy in conſideration of his ſufferings, 
and without that parade ſo often ac- 

+ companying 


172 HONORIA SOMMERVILLE: 
companying female condeſcenſion, 
granted him at once, with that frank- 
neſs which ever marked her character, 
her pardon and renewed eſteem. 


[Dune the interval of Capeain Fair- 
fax's abſence ſhe had recalled the mor- 
ning's converſation at the cottage to 
her memory, and found it fo exactly 
conſiſtent with his account, that in a 
moment ſhe ſaw through Colonel 
Effingham's error, and inſtead of re- 
ſenting, applauded his conduct. 
When they were a little tranquillized, 
he began a minute recital of the e- 
vents which had paſſed ſince they 
parted in Ireland. © Honoria followed 
his example, and concealed not her 
diſtreſs at. his ſuppoſed attachment to 
Miſs: Mortimer, the reaſon of her ill- 
neſs at Southern Lodge, nor her grief 
when ſhe heard of his offer to Miſs 
Clarendon, ' 


A 80 09#1V >. Bb 
Clarendon. He was enchanted with 
her candour, revered her ſpirit, and 
adored her tenderneſs; her relation gf 
the time ſhe had paſſed with Mrs. 
Campbell, ſo entirely agreed with what 
he had heard both from- Counſellor 
Milford and Mr. Audley, that had he 
before doubted her veracity, this would 
have convinced him: but he was now 
o entirely certain of the conſtant pro- 

Priety of her behaviour, and ſo ſtruck 
with the various new and amiable 
Points of view in which ſhe appear- 
ed as ſhe related to him the nume- 
rous events which had occured in the 
laſt three years, that his affection was 
heightened into the moſt perfect eſteem 
and the ſincereſt admiration. The 
' ſentiments of regard and paſſion which 
. inſpired him when he conſidered her 
in Ireland merely as a beautiful and 
amiable girl, were unadyoidably en- 
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| rceaſed into the pureſt frieadſhip, by 
the knowledge of the ſteadineſs, forti- 
tude, and reſignation, with which ſhe 
had borne every reverſe of fortune; 
and the gratitude fhe expreſt for all 
who had in her adverſity ſo kindly 
ſupported and protected her. The 
Colonel felt this with equal warmth; 
he reverenged Miſs Melmoth with a 
de gree of enthuſiaſm equal to her own, 
for her friendſhip to his beloved Ho- 
noxia; and he would have ſpent half 
his fortune to repay thoſe who in a 
lower ſphere of life had contributed to 
her eaſe and comfort. Before they 
parted the locket was reſtored ; Hono- 
ria again faſtened it to her neck, but 
the book he inſiſted on keeping, as he 
ſet the higheſt value on it, from the 
four lines ſhe had written under his 


name, which ſo tenderly expreſt her 


| _ and affection, 
The 


En 
The next day, Mrs. Fairfax paid 
her compliments at Southern Lodge; 
ſhe advanced to Honoria with a con- 
ſciouſneſs, which her eaſe and affabi- 
lity inſtantly diſpelled. Do not, my 
dear Madam, (ſaid ſhe) reproach your- 
ſelf for the behaviour which has, in 
fact, endeared you to me. As I ap- 
peared to you, I deſerved all the con- 
tempt you could ſhew me; and, as 
Colonel Effingham's friend, you acted 
conſiſtently, for you muſt have been 
my enemy; and, believe me, your 
kind attention to Kitty Wentworth, 
can never be effaced from the me- 
mory of Honoria Clarendon.” Mrs. 
Fairfax, delighted at a reception fo 
different from what ſhe expected, ſoon _ 
loſt all reſtraint, regained her uſual 
chearfulneſs, and the day was ſpent 


by the whole party with dhe * 
ſatisfaction. 
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AE 


The following evening brought Lady 
Clarendon, Miſs Onſlow and Sir Wil- 
lizm, to join this happy circle, in con- 
ſequence of the letters they had re- 
ceived from them. In one of theſe, 
Miſs Melmoth entreated her ladyſhip 
to haſten her viſit, relating the parti- 
culars of the eclairciſſement, and re- 


gqueſting her not to delay favouring 


them with her preſence. Colonel Effing- 


ham addreſſed her in the ſame terms, 
mentioned the real delight he experi- 
enced in the ſmiles of her daughter, 


and begged her permiſſion to pay to 
her thoſe devoirs, once ſo fatally 


miſplaced. Honoria's leiter was ſhort, | 
the extreme agitation of her ſpirits 


would not permit her to ſay a great 
deal, but a very few words expreſſed 
her feelings. All theſe, Lady Claren- 


don anſwered in perſon, and granted 
every requeſt, | Colonel Effingham, in 


her, N 


4 nm ves In 
| Her, found Z favourable advocate with 
Honoria ; ſhe faid, that in juſtice, the 
two years he had been ſeeking, or 
| lamenting” her, ſhould be taken into 
the account; but this ſhe * only told 
the Colonel, nor would venture to 
mention it to Miſs Clarendon, leſt ſhe' 


ſhould infer from it, ſhe thought of 


Lanes with her with indifference. 


A Tier” alſo to Major Southmore, 
ſoon brought him to Mrs. Lambert's, 


who had leſt her cottage, and- taker 


a houſe in the ſame- neighbourhood, 
more adapted to her preſent circum- 
ſtances; for, excluſive of the fortune 
that. devolved. on his nephews and 
nieces, he had ſettled a comfortable 
- annuity on her for life, as a recom- 
pence for her care and attention to 
them. He came inſtantly to Miſs 
Melmoth's, and after congratulating 
ZE +: Honoria, 
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178 HONORIA SOMMERVILLE: — 
Honoria, he paid his fincereſt thanks 


to the Colonel, for the numerous 


obligations he had conferred on his 
family. © Mention them not, dear 


- (replied the C olonel): had they 


really been of value, your kind atten- 
tion to my beloved Honoria would 


have repaid them a thouſand times, 


as well as your friendly journey into 
Wales, to relieve my mind from the 
tortures it then endured.” Honoria 


then chid the Major for concealing 


his intention, telling him the ſtrange 
idea ſhe had formed from his ſilence on 
his return. Yes, dear Miſs Claren- 
don, (ſaid he) but remember, had it 


not been for a vile tell- tale, you would 


never have gueſſed where 1 was gone, 
and how could 1 poſſibly ſuppoſe you 
knew half the ſtory? « Ah, cried 
Emily, you would not truſt me, 
_ 1 ould have been a better 

4 a 6 
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confidante ; 3 ſhould I not, Honoria ?” 
Then turning to the Colonel, ſhe 
continued; Perhaps, Sir, you may 
entertain ſome doubts of Honoria's 
conduct ſince your ſeparation?” * Ma- 
dam!” (replied he) with the utmoſt 
aſtoniſhment---< I mean only with 
reſpe& to her gaiety, Sir, for you may 
be like Faulkland, and not chuſe 
to have your miſtreſs even ſmile in 
your abſence; but if you are, I do 
aſſure you, you may be perfectly eaſy; 
ſhe has not danced I am certain, 
and I never heard her ſing but once, 
and that was Shenſtone's Paſtoral 
of Diſappointment; and, as Captain 
Abſolute ſays. of his whimſical friend, 
1 can acquit her of having been 
entertaining or ſprightly; and as for 


laughing, I am very ſure ſhe is alſo of 


his opinion, that, The mutual tear 
that ſteals down the enen of pong 
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lovers, is a compact that no ſmile 
hall live there, till they meet again.“ 

ee Fye, fye, Emily,” ſaid Honoria, 
bluſhing. The Colonel took her hand, 
2 Thank you, dear Miſs Onſlow, for 
your intention; but believe me, I am 
not at all like Faulkland: I have no 
doubts, no apprehenſions, but ſhould 
be much better pleaſed to hear Miss 
Clarendon had ſmiled, rather than 
fighed ; but as I have now the plea- 
ſure of ſeeing her in good health and 
fpyrits, I will not quarrel with her | 
for a former penſiveneſs, ſo highly flat- | 
tering to me.“ Oh, replied Emily, | 
unmoved by all Honoria's entreaties 
that ſhe would be filent, I forgot to 


tell you of two or three fits of fick- 


neſs; here was a diſorder without a 
name, proceeding from a fright at 
Southern Lodge; and a bilious fever 
at Richmond, which terminated almoſt 

= in 


„ nt T 75 

in a conſumption; beſides head-achs 1 
and faintings innumberable!“ Here 37.4 
; 


ſhe ſtopped for a moment, and Cap- 
tain Fairfax obſerving Miſs Claren- 
don's embarraſſment, determined, if 
poſſible, to relteve her, by turning the 
laugh on the Colonel. © I beg your 
pardon, Effingham, (ſaid he) for con- 
tradicting you, but indeed in one re- 
ſpect you very much reſemble Faulk- 
land, for J am certain, like him, you 
« Regarded every mirthful moment in 
the abſence of your Honoria,_ as a 
treaſon to conſtancy.” Colonel Effing- 
ham acknowledged the truth of this. 
charge, but ſaid he gloried in it. 
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'Thus ſeveral weeks glided inſenſibly 
away, unalloyed by misfortune, and un- 
ſtained by regret. Honoria felt not a 

wiſh, except to hear from, or ſee 
Lady Euſtace, to whom ſhe had again 

. written, 
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written, but there was yet no poſſibility 
of receiving anſwers to her laſt letters : 
for though bleſt with the ſociety 
and affection of all elſe who were 
deareſt to her on earth, ſhe had not | | 
forgotten the friend of her earlieſt MF ] 
infancy, | =_ 
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I T is, I believe, univerſally allowed, 
that nothing is ſo inſipid to an un- 
intereſted perſon, as converſations” in 
which love bears the greateſt part. 
Under this idea, therefore, I ſhall 
paſs over ſome time, without enume- 
rating the walks, rides, viſits, and 
parties of pleaſure, enjoyed by this 
happy ſociety, in which I now in- 
clude the Lamberts and Afſhbourns, 
who not having fixed on a ſummer 
teſidence, Mrs, Aſhbourn not chuſing 
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to go to the family ſear, they took a 
houſe only a mile from the Lodge, 
and came into Hertfordſhire wy 
diately on their return from Kent. 
Lady Mortimer and. her ſon were alſo } 
viſiting at Aſhbury, and the conſtant | 
amuſements the whole party engaged in, | 
inſenſibly drew Miſs Melmoth from the 
retirement in. which ſhe had ſo long 
lived, that ſolitude was become habi- 
wal to her. 


Colonel Effingham now thought, ſince 
his pretenſions were avowedly favored by 
all parties, he might hint a wiſh to Miſs 
Clarendon that ſhe would: fix. on a 
day, which by uniting, them for ever, 
would put it out of the power of fate 
again to ſeparate them. Honoria re- 
plied, ce ſhe had long given Emily a 
| promiſe to reſign her hand to him, at 
| the. fame time her brother ſhould re- 
ceive 


„„ VF Þ Abe; 5 i185 
ceive her's, and could by no means 
break it; but added, © that if any 
unforeſeen event ſhould delay their 
marriage beyond the appointed period, 
ſne ſhould no e conſider herſelf 
bound to keep it.” As this was in- 
tended as a proof of regard and con- 
deſcenſion, the poor Colonel was ob- 
liged to receive it as ſuch, though he 
at the moment thought of nothing but 
the length of the time; as ſeven full 
months were then wanting before Miſs 
Onſlow's minority concluded. He men- 
tioned his diſtreſs to Sir William, 
who with a; ſmile bade him follow his 
advice, and he would enſure them 
both happineſs, much ſooner than he 

had then any idea of, and accordingly 
gave him inſtructions. 1 
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The next morning at breakfaſt, when 
merely their own Medi were aſſem- 
bled, 
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bled, Colonel Effin oham reproached 
Miſs Onſlow for having unfairly ob- 
tained a promiſe from Miſs Clarendon, 
ſo much to his diſad vantage. Nay, 


Colonel, (replied Emily,) do not blame 


me, it is my guardian's fault, he will 
not conſent, and Honoria has kindly 
agreed to wait till I am at my own 


- diſpoſal.” „ Well, Miſs Onſlow, it wil! 
be ſome comfort to me, if you will 


fay, that if Mr. Bridges would per- 
mit, you would marry Sir William di- 


rectly.” Ah Colonel, (replied Emi- 


ly) I may very ſafely promiſe that; 


and here, Sir William, I declare if 


you can produee a written agreement 
from my guardian, I will marry you 


' to-morrow, or when you pleaſe, and 2 
then Honoria muſt follow my exam+ | 


ple.” ( Thank you, dear Emily, (cri- 


ed both the gentlemen in a breath) | 


and I Willam held up a letter, the 
direction 


0 ( 
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direftion of which was in Mr. Bridges 


hand. Emily coloured violently. Sure- 


hy, exclaimed ſhe, you cannot have 
deceived me. No, it is impoſſible; no- 


thing could tempt him to break his 


word with Mr. Digby, though he has 


long been convinced of his unworthi- 


neſs. Sir William ſmiled, and gave the 
letter to Lady Clarendon, who read a- 
loud as follows: 


ee 8 IR, 


cc Have juſt received. a letter tom 
& Mr. Digby, which informs me he is 
« married; am therefore releaſed from 
* my engagement to him, and having 


no objection to you, here give you 


* my free conſent, with my name un- 
e derwritten, to marry my ward, Emily 


cc Onſlow, whenever ſhe and you can 
e agree. Should have conſented be- 


é fore, 
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e fore, had not been under promi 
% to him. Will ſee. your lawyers re- 
.« ſpecting her fortune, and the proper 
e ſettlements whenever you pleaſe, and 
« am, = 
| „Si, | 
0 Your able fervant, 


e n e. 


« My wife deſires hee 
"e - 8 


2 


Miſs Onſlow was of * petrified | 
with amazement ; ſhe exclaimed, am 
ſure it is a forgery, Sir William, you | 
ſhall be proſecuted ;” but when con- 
vinced it was really from her guardian, | 
ſhe ſaid, her promiſe would not ſtand 
good in law, for it was made under an 
idea of the impoſſibility of the event 

which had happened; and ſhe then ac- 
-cuſed Sir William of having bribed the 
| | Colonel 


Ye 


FVV 


Colonel to betray her. “ No, Miſs 
Onſlow, replied he, J wanted no other 
temptation to aſſiſt my friend, than the 
promiſe Miſs Clarendon yeſterday gave 
me, of bleſſing me with her hand, the 
fame day you ſhould beſtow your's on 
her brother.” © Well, cried Sir Wil- 
liam, let it be decided by vote.” To 
this Emily, having no alternative, was 


obliged to agree, and all gave it againſt 
her but Miſs Clarendon, who faid, ſhe 


was drawn in unfairly, and, being equally 
concerned, 'ſhe thought herſelf bound 


to defend her friend's cauſe. But Miſs 


Melmoth anſwered this objection, by 


' faying, it had long been obſerved as a 


rule, that in love, as in war, all ſtrata- 
gems were honourable ; and Lady Cla- 
rendon joining in this opinion, Honoria 
and Emily were 0 to give 155 the 
point. 
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Accordingly every neceſſary prepa- 
ration was made with all poſſible expe. 
dition; the lawyers performed their 


parts with unuſual ſpeed ; and, in a few | 


weeks, Sir William and Emily, Colonel 


Effingham and Honoria, were united, 


in the preſence of the Mortimers, Fair- 
. faxes, Aſhbourns, Lamberts, and Major 
Southmore, who, at his own earneſt 


requeſt, gave the ladies away. Miſs W 
Melmoth alone declined being preſent at 
the ceremony; and Honoria would no: 
expreſs a wiſh it would give her equal | 


pain to comply x with or refuſe, 


Aſter a 1 weeks went | in all ho j 


feſtivities the country would admit of, 


and of which all the neighbourhood par- 


took in a degree, Colonel and Mrs. Ef- 
fingham began to think of executing a 


| ſcheme they had long had in agitation, | 


of reviſiting the ſcenes of her infancy, 
and 


COR Q 66 o& 


and the friends who had ſo long pro- 
tected and ſupported Honoria, and whoſe 


preſent unhappy ſituation, gave him 4 


claim to every comfort it was in her 
power to afford him. In anſwer to the 
letters ſhe had ſent to Ireland, imme- 


diately on her being known as Lady 
Clarendon's daughter, Miſs Meriton 
| had, after congratulating her on the hap- 


by event, aſſured her of the utmoſt im- 
poſſibility of acquainting Mr. Forteſcue 
of it, as his lady choſe not to let him 


be ſeen by any of his old friends; but 


added, if it was in his power to find an 
opportunity, her father would certainly 
avail himſelf of it, and comply with 
her requeſt. Mrs. Connor's letter ex- 


preſſed ſtill more joy, though it was leſs 


elegantly written, She ſaid, ſhe was 


| fare all was not right, though ſhe could 3 


not gueſs what was wrong. 
ov 
Lady 
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Lady -Clarendon, though ſhe ſighed 


at the idea of parting with her beloved | 


Honoria, yet oppoſed not a plan ſhe 
thought it her duty to purſue ;* and 
perceiving in Emily's countenance an 
earneſt deſire to accompany them, (tho 
ſhe never hinted it, even to Sir Wil- 
liam, from a delicate fear that her La- 
dyſhip would be unhappy to loſe them 
all at once) ſhe herſelf made the pro- 
| poſal, which Emily inftantly declined ; 
but Lady Clarendon ſtrongly urging it, 
by ſaying, if ſhe had no objection, Sir 
William could certainly have none ; 
that Honoria would be extremely gra- 
tified by her company, and that ſhe her- 
ſelf would remain with Miſs Melmoth 
till their return; ſhe gladly conſented, | 
and the Ns week . began their 


| Journey. 


A OV Eb 193 
On their arrival at Parkgate, the wind 
was fo entirely againit them, that they 
had reaſon to fear they ſhould be de- 
tained there ſome days; but in the ſo- 


ciety of thoſe we love, the time can ne- 


ver appear tedious. The ſecond morn- 
ing, while they were/at breakfaſt, a poſt- 


chaiſe drove into the gate, and Sir William 
catehing a flight glimpſe of a gentleman 


who was in it, haſtily ran out of the 
room, ſaying, he believed it was an 
old friend of his, but not mentioning 
his name. It was in fact, Sir James 
Euſtace, and his lady, who were that 
inftant arrived at Parkgate, in their way 
to Ireland. They mutually expreſſed 
the utmoſt joy and ſurprize at this un- 
expected meeting; and Sir James, af- 
ter introducing him to Lady Euſſace, 
demanded by what ſtrange accident 
they all met at that place? © Suffer 
me firſt (replied Sw William) to en- 


Vol. IV. : K quire 
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| quire why you came through Eng- 
? land without ſtaying to ſee my mo- 
ther?“ It was our fixed intention, 
38 | (replied he) and for that purpoſe we 
landed at Portſmouth, but there meet- 
ing a\ gentleman -: ho gave us the 
- moſt unpleaſant accounts of. Lady Euſ- 
tace's comections in Ireland, from 
: whom it is very long ſince ſhe heard, 
in compliance with her wiſhes, I de- 
{ termined to ſet out immediately for | 
Wood Park.” „ And I (faid Sir Wil- 
lam) came here with the ſame view, | 
"7, and therefore we may go on together : 
| but now let me introduce you. to my 
wife, my ſiſter, and her huſband.” 
e What, are you married res, 
and to a moſt charming woman.“ 
„ „But what ſiſter do you mean? your 
lady's ſiſter, I ſuppoſe. No, my 
own; but this myſtery will explain 1t- 
ſelf when you ſee them.“ Saying this, 


- he 


„ n IT . 195 
he led the way, and opening the door 
of the room where they were ſitting, 


Lady Euſtace and Honoria flew into 


each other's arms, but joy and aſtoniſh- 


ment ſo wholly overpowered the latter, 
that ſhe fainted away. 


Sir William ſeverely Wies his raſhneſs 
in not preparing his ſiſter for this inter- 
view, and the Colonel was half diſ- 
tracted with terror : He well recol- 
lected Henrietta Forteſcue in the ſtrange 
lady, and therefore gueſſed the reaſon 
of Honoria's alarm. Emily was the 
onlv one of the party ignorant of the 
- cauſe of this confuſion, and every one 
was too much engaged to inform hes, 
but the names of Forteſcue and Euſ- 
face pronounced by ſome of them, 
inſtantly reſolved the myſtery, Mrs. 
Effingham after proper applications re- 
covered, every apprehenſion | ſubſided, 
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and they all fat down to the breakfaſt 
table; and then Lady Euſtace, whoſe 
curioſity was ſtrongly excited by hear- 
ing Sir William call Honoria his ſiſter, 
had a ſhort account of the ſtrange 
diſcovery which had taken place. She 
truly ſympathiſed in her friend's un- 
expected happineſs, and then turning 
to the Colonel, enquired in what way 
he was concerned? and hearing he was 
actually married to her, replied, ſmiling 
at Honoria, That, I confeſs, does not 
ſurprize me ſo much; I always had 
an idea ſhe was fo partial to the name 
of Effingham, that in its favour ſne 
would at ſome time reſign her own.“ 
Honoria then introduced Lady Claren- 
don, not merely s her ſiſter, but her 
friend. © As ſuch (anfwered Lady 
Euſtace) I ſhall ever love and eſteem 
her; but you muſt not, dear Honoria, 
Jet new friends and new connections 
baniſh 
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baniſh trom your heart thoſe who, if 
they unhappily from abſenze wanted 
the power, have never loſt the wiſh 
to ferve you, and whofe fincere affec- 
tion nothing can ever extinguiſh.” * Do 
not, my dear Henrietta, (replied our 
heroine) entertain ſuch an idea; be- 
lieve me it did not a little add to 
my happineſs, that in gaining a right 
to the name of Clarendon, I ſhould 
at the ſame time be related to you 
in the fame degree that we really 
thought we were from infancy, but 


which the death of your excellent and 
ever lamented mother, diſcovered was 


merely a generous deception to ſe- 


cure me attention and reſpe&t.” The 
tears ſtarted to Lady Euſtace's eyes at 


the recollection of her mother, and ſhe 
replied, © My poor father! Ah, Hono- 
ria, you know not what I have ſuf- 
| fered fince my arrival in England. At 
” K 3 Portſmouth 
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Portſmouth we accidentally met a gen- 
tleman from Dublin, who ſpoke of 
my mother-in-law in ſuch terms, that 
I fear for his tranquillity : the letters 

I have received from him have been 
written in the higheſt ſtyle of praiſe 
of her, but I now doubt not they were 
of her dictating. The ſecond packet 
I had from Ireland mentioned your 
having left Wood Park, and prevented 
my writing to you again, from not 
knowing where to direct,” “Dear 
Henrietta, (returned Mrs. Effingham) 
your ſpeech implies a reproof I de- 
ſerve not. I wrote to you on my ar- 
rival in England, and have ſince diſ- 
patched two packets, the laſt of which 
however can ſcarcely be arrived in 
India; and have long, as Lady Cla- 
rendon can witneſs for me, been anxi- 
ouſly expecting an anſwer. You have 
now / accounted for your ſilence, but 
in 
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in a manner that it gives me pain to 
reflect on, for ſurely you muſt often have 
accuſed me of neglect and ingratitude.” 
« No, I knew there mult be a good reaſon, 
for indeed I never ſuſpected you would 
forget me.” © Then, (returned Ho- 
noria) we had a mutual confidence in 
each other: Emily knows in my hea- 
vieſt diſtreſſes I ever looked forward 
to your arrival, with a certainty of ſfup-j 
port and protection, that calmed my 
mind under all the misfortunes I en- 
dured.” „ And ſurely, Honoria, (ſaid 
Lady Euſtace) you only did me. juſ- 
tice, 1n believing that had 1 been in 
England, you would not have expe- 
rienced any miſery, that my earneſt 
endegvours could have relieved you 
from.” 


| Whilſt this converſation was paſſing” 
between the ladies, Sir William Cla- 
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rendon and the Colonel were explain- 
ing to Sir James ſome of the various 
circumſtances ' which had occurred 
ſince their departure: this caught hjs 
lady's attention, and her curiofity was 
ſo ſtrongly raiſed, that ſne was happy 
to be a ſilent liſtener to a relation, in 
which ſhe was ſo deeply intereſted, 
from her warm attachment to her 
friend. This filence ſhe only broke 
by ſome paſſionate exclamations, whilft 
Honoria, who took .her part of the 
MHory, was relating the treatment ſhe. 
had received from Mrs. Forteſcue, of 
| Prcbaroms-——inexcuſable--<dreadful--in- # 
ſuifferable---but when ſhe came to that 
part of her narrative, when ſhe left 
Lady Egerton, and broke her arm, 
The fat as if in an agony of ſuſpenſe 
and anxiety, to hear what followed; 
and when Miſs -Melmoth's kind and 
generous behaviour was mentioned, | 
7 | ſhe 


A' w V ; 008 


the burſt into tears, and exclaimed, 
cc Where is that charming woman, whoſe 
diſintereſted benevolence, and unſuſpicious 
mind, prompted her to an act fo ami- 
ble and ſo ancommon?” Honoria 
fmiled at her tranſport, and after an- 
fwering her queſtion, continued her 
relation, during the recital of which, 
Lady Euſtace was variouſly affected, 
but her agitation ſubſided into the 
moſt perfect and tranquil joy at the 
concluſion. © She ſaid, Lady Claren- 


don might be certain of her unalter- 


able friendſhip, and conſtant gratitude, for 
the many proofs of affection ſhe had ſhewn 
- Honoria, at a time ſhe could little 
| ſuſpe& that they ſhould ever be ſiſters,” 
Emily replied, Mrs. Effingham's 
excellent example, and kind precepts, 
had reformed ſo many errors in her 
character, that the obligation was re- 
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. verſed, excluſive of the extreme hap- 
Pineſs ſhe always enjoyed in her ſociety.” 


This converſation laſted till dinner, 

and in the evening they were ſum- 

moned on board, the wind being fair, 

and they failed for Ireland. Lady 
Euſtace and our heroine had in the 

* 2 of the day only a few mo- 
8 ments to themſelves, but ia theſe they 
found time to ſay a great deal; 

they were convinced of the ſincerity of 
. 5 . other's friendſhip, rejoiced in each 
_.- other's happineſs, and both joined in 

the hope, that in this viſit to Ireland, 
they ſhould find means to releaſe Mr. 

' Forteſcue from his cruel and long en- 
dured bondage. It had before been 

ſettled, that Sir William, the Colonel, 

and their ladies, ſhould take up their 

abode at Mr. Fizoſborne's, and Sir 

James and Lady Euſtace to go directly 

| - | 1 
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to Wood Park; but ic was now a- 
greed it would be better for one of 
the gentlemen to go on firſt, and break 


to Mr. Forteſcue the arrival of his 
daughter and Honoria, leſt in the 
preſent weak ſtate of his "ſpirits, the 


ſudden appearance of either ſhould be 


fatal to him. Under this idea they 


alighted at North Hall, and Sir James . 


went on. 


ho fad change ſo viſible both in 


the park and houſe, ſtruck him with 
horror as he entered; he rang the bell 
ſeveral times before any one appeared; 


at laſt an old man came out, who, 


on his enquiring for Mr. Forteſcue, 
replied his lady was at home, and 
aſked him to walk in. That hoſpita- 
lity ſo evident once, even in the coun- 
tenance of his domeſtics, was now no 


longer to be obſerved: the alacrity of 


the 
. | 
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the dependants, ever reflects the dil. 
poſition of the governor, and it was ſo 
here; the parſimony of the miſtreſs 
appeared even in the ſervants. Slowly 
the old man puſhed open the hall door, 
which had lately never admitted a 
gueſt, and ſhewed Sir James into the 
parlour that was once graced by the 


begnevolent Mrs. Forteſcue, whoſe chear- 


fulneſs diffuſed univerſal pleaſure - a- 


 _ mong her friends. Here ſat her con- 


traſt alone; ſhe roſe at his entrance, and 
being a perfect ſtranger to his perſon, 


could not of courſe, as he had not 


told his name to the ſervant, by any 
means gueſs who he was. She re- 
ceived him with that kind of civi- 
 Hity the could at any time aſſume, 
but on his deſiring to ſee Mr. For- 
teſcue, replied, her dear huſband was 
in a very bad ſtate of health, and 
never ſaw. ſtrangers, © Then, Madam, 


> 8 o v'2 . | 205 
if you will tell him, his fon, Sir James 
Euſtace, js here, that objection will be 
obviated.” © Sir James Euſtace ! cried 
Mrs. Forteſcue, colouring violently 
from apprehenſion and diſmay, is it 
poſlible ?” © Yes, Madam, we are 
juſt arrived from India, and I left 
Lady Euſtace at North Hall, to pre- 
pare her father for her reception, left her 
ſudden arrival ſhould affect him too 
much; and with her, a lady, whom I 
believe you muſt recolle& by the name 
of Sommerville, now Mrs. Effingham.” 

« Yes, Sir, replied Mrs. Forteſcue, 
riſing in a fury, I -have ſo much 
cauſe to remember - her, that I am 
determined if ſhe enters this houſe I 
will that moment leave it. 4 That, 
Madam, ſhall be as you pleaſe, re- 
turned Sir James, calmly; it is a re- 
ſolution, I fancy, no one will oppoſe, 
but Mrs, * certainly will come 
; here 


** 


Fat. * 
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| here with Lady Euſtace, and I beg 


I may this inſtant ſee my father, to 


prepare him againſt their arrival.” 


« Sir, I fay, you ſhall not ſee him, 
but you ſhall know who governs here.” 
ce 1 know too well who has governed 


here, Madam, but who ſhall in future, 


is another thing, therefore lead rne 


directly to him, or I ſhall find the 


way myſelf.” Mrs. Forteſcue re-ſeated 
herſelf, and Sir James obſerving her 
obſtinacy, rang the bell with unuſual 


violence. The ſervants, ever accuſtom- 


ed to obey with the utmoſt expedi- 


tion the orders of their imperious 
miſtreſs, ran haſtily at her ſuppoſed 


ſummons, but were ſtruck dumb with 
| ſurprize, when Sir James, in a com- 


manding and reſolute tone, demanded 


' where Mr. Forteſcue was, and bade 


them ſhew him immediately. The 
ſervants looked at their lady and 
8 1 heſitated, 3 


A 0:24 207 


heſitated, but finding ſhe contradicted 
them not, though her countenance 
diſplayed the moſt violent rage, and 
Sir James repeating his deſire, at the 
ſame time informing them who he was, 
and by what right he inſiſted on an 
interview, they obeyed, and going be- 
fore him to a diſtant part of the houſe, 
opened the door of an apartment 
where their maſter was ſitting, and 
after reſpectfully bowing, withdrew. 
They had ſagacity enough to perceive 
there would ſoon be a revolution in 
the houſehold, and conſequently paid 
their court to the riſing party. 


— 


Io Fetteſcaia ſtarted at the entrance 
of Sir James, but did not know him, 
till he told his name, and he then, 
aſter affectionately embracing him, 
burſt into tears. Sir James, to ſoothe 
his ſpirits, ſaid © his daughter was 
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1 2 at North Hall, with her friend, Hono- 
ria, who both impatiently waited to 
pay their duty to him.” Alas, (re- 
plied he) what ſhall I do, my wife 


will never ler them come here?” 


« Not let them, Sir! are not you the 
maſter, and {hall the dare contradict you?” | 
« Yes, my dear ſon, (ſaid he) ſhe | 


will, and I cannot help it. I have had 


nobody to ſupport me, and ſhe has 


had her own way ſo long, that op- 


poſing her is a taſk too great for my | 
ſpirits to undergo. “ Leave then 
the taſk of oppoſition to me, Sir; only | 


tell me you are weary of the reſtraint 
in which you have hitherto lived, 
-and willing to quit this vile woman, 
and - return - with your daughter and 
myſelf to England, where you can 
live happily and at eaſe, and I will 


inſtantly and effectually releaſe you | 


from this horrible bondage.” © Huſh, 


| (cried 


= 


C 


(cried he) in a low voice, and looking 
towards the door; but can you take 
me away this moment, without“ my 
ſeeing her again, can we go out a 
back way?” <« Yes, Sir, (ſaid Sir 
James) to be ſure we can if you 
wiſh. it, but what can you fear with 
me at your fide? if any one dare ro 
controul you, I will aſſert your rights 
and defend you.” Why, that's true, 
(faid Mr. Forteſcue) gathering courage 
as he ſpoke, then we vill go out at 
the great door, and T'll never return 
again.” Sir James then rang the 
bell, and ordered the carriage to draw 
up. Mrs. Forteſcue hearing this, and 
not having an idea her huſband was 
to accompany him, imagined he was 
going to bring the ladies, and therefore 
to avoid another diſpute, ſhe retired to 
her own chamber, bidding the ſervants 
Jhut and lock all the doors when the 


caring 5 
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carriage was driven off. It was no 
ſmall pleaſure to Mr. Forteſcue, that 

he thus eſcaped meeting her, and with 
more joy than he had known ſince 
his laſt marriage he got into the car- 

Triage, which then proceeded as faſt as 
. to North. Hall 


— 
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M Ry Fitzoſborne lived with that hoſ- 
pitable regularity which muſt ever con- 


ſtitute comfort if not happineſs; he 
received this whole party with the ſin- 


cereſt demonſtrations of joy, congratula- 


ted his friend in the warmeſt terms, 
and as Honoria's relations, paid Sir 


William and Lady Clarendon 


attention in his power. He 


not hear of Lady Euſtace's goi 
her father's, but inſiſted that bo 


every 
would 
ng to 


th Sir 


James 
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James and herſelf ſhould take up their 
_ reſidence with him during their ſtay in 


Ireland, as he ſaid he was well con- 
vinced it muſt be pleaſanter for her | 
to be with her friends, than under the 


roof with her vile mother, and that 
ſhe could ſee her father every day. 
Her heart readily aſſented to this pro- 


pooſal, but referred him to Sir Ja ames for 


an anſwer. 


Whill this point was in debate an- 


other carriage ſtopped, and a gentle- 


man and lady alighted whom Mr. 
Fitzoſborne ran to- receive, and in an 
inſtant returned, introducing- Mr. and 
Mrs. Cleveland. When the former firſt 


ſaw Honoria he coloured violently, but | 


ſoon recovering, he preſented to her 


his Lady, in whom ſhe ſaw her long | 


eſteemed friend, Sophia Meriton.. She 
EXPT eſſed the utmoſt joy at this unex- 


: Red 


V) 213 
pected an interview, and felt all that 
ſhe expreſſed. The happineſs was mu- 
tual; Mrs. Cleveland had always loved 
both Miſs Forteſcue and Miſs Som- 
merville with the trueſt friendſhip, 
and had never given credit to the va- 
rious cruel reports raiſed of the lat- 
ter, even before Mr. Cleveland's re- 
turn had convinced her of their falſ- 
hood. They had been marrted about 
three months, and were now come to 
fulfil a long made promiſe to Mr. 
Fitzoſborne, of ſpending ſome time with 
him whilſt they were looking out for 
a houſe ſomewhere in that neighbour- 
hood, as Mr. Cleveland's eſtate was in 
| a diſtant part of the kingdom, and 
Sophia wiſhed to fix on a ſpot not 
= very far from Caftlewood, But find- 
ing Mr. Fitzoſborne's houſe at pre- 
ſent ſo full, they would have deferred 
their viſit, but * ne they muſt 


ſtay 
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ſtay to help him to entertain his? new 
gueſts, and give Sir. William and La- 


34 


dy Clarendon a favourable impreſſion | 


of a country to which they were ſtran- 


|; gers: they knew not how to reſiſt ſo 


ſtrong an inducement as the pleaſure 
of paſſing their time in ſuch ſociety, 


and at once conſented. | 


Mir. Cleveland, after the firſt ſur- 
prize, behaved to Mrs Effingham with | 
ſuch unembarraſſed vivacity, that ſhe | 
was ſoon convinced he had wholly | 
conquered the attachment he had for- 
-merly borne her; and certain of this, 
ſhe ſcrupled not to aſk him by what | 


accident it happened they ſhould both | 
leave the country the ſame day, and 
thus give the people a reaſon for ſaying | 
they went off together? « Sophy can 
_ anſwer for me, madam, replied he, cal- 
ling his lady to them, that the inſtart 

heard 


3 


a5 O l.. 


1 heard the report, I not only contra- 
dicted it, but even gave the true cauſe 
of my ſudden departure. 
was this: I had an uncle, a rich mer- 
_ chant at Cork, who from my former 
extravagance had wholly diſclaimed me, 


The fact 


but hearing that T was really refor- 


med, reſolved to alter his will in my 
favour; this he did, and ſoon after 

falling ill, he ſent an expreſs to deſire 
me to go to him immediately. I 
wrote the note to you directly on re- 


ceiving this, but would not mention 


the reaſon of my Journey, leſt I ſhould 


be diſappointed, little ſuppoſing you 


would leave Ireland before my return, 


On my arrival at Cork, I found my 


uncle in a dangerous but lingering 
diſorder; I continued. with him till he 
die, and had the ſatisfaction of per- 


ceiving my preſence greatly contiibuted 


to his eale and tranquillity. At his 


death 
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death I came into the poſſeflion of his 
whole fortune, excepting a few lega- 
cies, as I was his neareſt and almoſt 
only relation: with part of this 1 
paid all my creditors, who gladly re- 
ſtored my eſtate, which I then earneſt- 
ly ſet about improving with the re- 
mainder ; it had been ſo long neglect- 
ed, that it wanted a large ſum of 
money laid out upon it, to put it in 
the condition it was when I fiſt 
inherited it. When all this was com- 
pleated, 1 went to Caſtlewood, and there 
ſolicited, and obtained the hand of my 
beloved Sophia, which has made me 
as happy as I doubt not but you are, 
madam ; for give me leave to ſuſpect 
pour attachment to the Colonel is not 
of a late date.” © You are perfectliß 
f right, Mr. Cleveland, replied Honoria; } 
it began long before I knew you.“ 


Here 
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Here their converſation was inter- 
rupted by Mr. Fitzoſborne, who in- 


formed Mr. Effingham Mr. Forteſcue 


Was arrived with Sir James, and beg- 
ged ſhe would go with Lady Euſtace 
into another room, where he impatient- 
ly waited to ſee them, and ſhe. in- 
ſtantly complied. Colonel Effingham 
followed his lady, and during their 
abſence Sir William and Lady Claren- 
don informed Mr. and Mrs. Cleveland 
of ſome of the ſtrange events they ſo 
much wiſhed for a recital of. Sir Wil- 
ham was never tired of ſpeaking of his 
ſiſter, nor Emily of her friend, and 
they were of courſe as anxious to re- 
late as. the Clevelands were! to 'hear, 
and this converſation laſted as long as 
the reſt of the COR? were with Mr. 
F ache. 
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13 


daughter was extremely tender and af - 
fecting; nor was Honoria excluded from 
his careſſes, for he leved her with a 
fondneſs almoſt equal to that he felt for 


Lady Euſtace. During their little jour- 


ney, he had been calm and compoled, 


and every ſtep the horſes took from 
Wood Park, ſeemed to reſtore his ſere- 


nity and chearfulneſs; but the ſight of 
his children, as he called them both, 


was almoſt too much for his weak 


frame to ſupport. 1 he idea of being 


ſo unexpeRedly relieved from all he 


dreaded, and reſtored to all he loved, 


filled his mind with a joy it was not 


capable of bearing; which growing 


every moment ſtronger, might have 
overſet his reaſon, had he not happily 


fallen into a ſtate of inſenſibility; and 


when he recovered, a burſt of tears gave 


5 vent to the 3 of kis heart, and 


| again 7 


The. interview Lon, bin and his 
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again bettled his mind in a ſtate of 
rranquillity. 


The firſt uſe he made of his ſpeech 
was to apologize to Mrs. Effingham for 
the cruel treatment ſhe had received 
from his wife, which he acknowledged 
he had latterly obſerved, but without 
the power to reſent. He entreated her 
| pardon in expreſſions the moſt affecti- 


donate; and Honoria, falling on her 


knees, beſought him not to recall cir- 
cumſtances that ſo evidently gave” him 
Pain, which ſhe had long forgotten, and 
regretted only on his account. He ten- 


derly embraced her, and called down 
the choiceſt bleſſings of Heaven upon 
her head: he then told the Colonel, her 
happineſs was in his poſſeſſion, and ad- 
jured him in the moſt ſolemn manner, 


to value the treaſure he had in her as 
it deſerved to be valued, and bade him 
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never permit her to repent a choice 
which reflected ſo much honour on him- 
ſelf. The Colonel ſeized his hand, and 
with an emotion he could not ſuppreſs, 
replied, When I loſe the ardent af- 
fection, the gratitude, the reſpect, the 
tender friendſhip for her, which now 
glows in my boſom, may every good 
forſake me, and may 1 be deprived of 
every hope of happineſs.” The whole 
party were in tears, but Henrietta's 
flowed with violence, from a joyful ſur- 


prize to find her father's intellects in ſo 14 


perfect a ſtate, his recollection ſo good, 
his underſtanding ſo unſhaken. He 
had been repreſented to her as in a ſe- 
cond childhood, and thus from appre-- 
henſions during the reign of his tyrant. 
wife, he appeared to thoſe ſtrangers who 
accidentally ſaw him : but theſe happy 
events ſeemed to renovate his faculties, 
and reſtore them to .their full vigour. 

He 


* 0 Th 
He then enquired who the reſt of the 
company were, and hearing there were 
only the Clevelands, whom he was per- 
fectly acquainted with, Honoria's bro- 
ther, whom he had before ſeen, and his 
lady, he deſired to go into the drawing- 
room, and conſult them all upon what 
meaſures were the propereſt to be taken 
with reſpect to Mrs. Forteſcue : but, 
on his joining them, they all agreed in 
perſuading him to devote that day to 
feſtivity, and think of buſineſs to-mor- 
row. He willingly conſented, and his 


ſpirits reviving with his happineſs, Co- 
lonel Effingham once more beheld in 
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him the ſame Mr. Forteſcue whoſe con- h 
vivial hoſpitality had ſo often been ce- | 


| lebrated by his whole regiment. TIE: - 30 
_ congratulated Sir William on the ac- 
quiſition of ſuch a ſiſter, and expreſſed 
| a ſtrong deſire to ſee her amiable mo- 
ther, which he doubted not would be 
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gratified on his arrival in England. In 
the mirth and harmony of this day he 
forgot his cares, and he was the only 
one PR who had any to forget. 


The next morning Mr. Forteſcue, 


refreſned by a quiet and undiſturbed 
fleep, deſired his friends would conſult, 


on what methods he had beſt purſue ; 
and it was ſoon detetmined the gentle- 
men ſhould ride over to Wood Park, 
and endeavour to bring Mrs. Forteſcue 
calmly to comply with their wiſhes ; 
which were, that ſhe ſhould retire where- 
ver ſhe pleaſed, with a decent annuity 
that Mr, Forteſcue ſhould allow her, 


and which was to be ſufficient for ne- 


ceflaries, but not ſuperfluitiess On 


| theſe terms ſhe was to quit the Park 


| inſtantly, which ſhould be either lett 
or fold. Here Mr. Cleveland inter- 


| rupted ; them, by ſaying, it was exactly 
„„ 


<t bye www oa cM... 2 
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the ſituation he wiſhed for, and begged 
he might be permitted to treat for it. 
This offer Mr. Forteſcue gladly ac- 
cepted; and the gentlemen then ſet off, 
Sir James as the principal, Sir William, 
the Colonel, and Mr. Fitzoſborne, as 
auxiliaries. | | e 


When Mrs. Forteſcue learned the de- 
parture of her huſband, ſhe raved like 
a diſtracted woman, and accuſed all the 
ſervants of being in a plot to betray 
her; but a night's recolle&ion calmed 
her paſſion, and ſuggeſted to her the 
mode -of conduct it was beſt for her to 
purſue : ſhe ſent inſtantly for her bro- 
ther, who attended her ſummons, and 
they waited together the expected viſit 
from Sir James. On his arrival, he gave 
her in the civileſt manne Mr. Forteſcue's 
propoſal ; and deſired from him that ſhe 
would as ſoon as poſſible quit Wood Park, 
„„ B and 
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and retire to her brother 83 but this ths 
poſitively. refuſed, ſaying, Wood Park 


was her own property, and nothing ſhould 


eyer induce, her to leave it. Tour 


own, madam ! by what right do you 
claim it?” ſaid Sir James. By vir- 
tue of a deed of gift, which Mr. For- 
teſcue will not dare deny, and which 


my brother, at his requeſt, drew up, 


making over to me the greateſt part of 
his fortune.” cc We ſhall ſee whether 
my father will acknowledge it,” returned 
Sir James. That, fir, faid Mr. 
OCCarro, can be of no conſequence in 
law ;. Mr. F orteſcue 8 intellects are too 
much impaired, for his aſſertions to 
ſtand good in a court of juſtice.” 
« And, pray fir, (demanded Colonel 
Effingham, with a look of affected pity) 
how long has he been in this unhappy 
way?” . < Oh, for theſe ſix months,” 


| cried the brother and ſiſter | in a breath. 


Sir 


1 m u n 1. A 
Sir James ſaw through the meaning of 
this queſtion, and ſtill pretending to diſ- 
believe the deed of gift, inſtantly de- 
manded to ſee it, and it was produced. 
The four gentlemen were all witneſſes, 
that it was dated only three months 
back; they were aware of ſome decep- 
tion, and therefore choſe to ſee it 
immediately, leſt when they diſcovered 
their miſtake, they ſhould make ſome 
alteration in it. This is a ſtrange 
overſight, indeed, Mr. O Carrol, cried 
Sir James, if, as you ſay, my father's 
intellects have failed him above. ſix 
months, a paper ſigned by him ſince 
that period cannot ſtand good in law; 
and that you both aſſerted it, here are 
three witneſſes beſides myſelf, all men 
of probity and unqueſtioned honour.” 
The guilty wretches coloured at this fa- 
tal roiſtake, and Sir James. went on: 
But if we can prove my father is. ſtill 
"Lc in 


— 


= 
— 
2 
— — <4 ns *- = 
— ” 7 ä 3 - ry . « — 
r 3 
i oe — ti pn 0 4 * * * 
Dan * * 4 8 5 
* 10 ugg ; 5 * 


* 4 Pa 
DEE 
4 "EL... 

: 
8 


»*" 
Pal 4 n 
- | 
COSI / 
7 7 
OT * 1 2 2 - 
— _ a _—_— * wa - 
242 =. = w* 4 
„% „%,ů!ů —— 
5 , 


226 HONORIA SOMMERVILLE: 


in his ſenſes, and if he denies the 
execution of this deed, it muſt be as 
I very much ſuſpect it is, a complete 
forgery, and you may both depend on 
. ſtanding a trial in a court of juſtice.” | 
Hardened in guilt even this threat . 
they both ſuſtained, and inſiſted upon 
Mr. Forteſcue's being applied to with 
an effrontery, which led the gentlemen 
almoſt to believe he had really con- 
ſented to and ſigned it, though they 
doubted not but every improper means 
had been uſed to induce him to com- 


ply. 


The fact was, that during the gen» 
tlemens return to. enquire of Mr. For- 
teſcue, they both intended to make 
their eſcape, with all the valuables of 
plate, &e. they could ſecure ;. which ad- 
ded to what ſhe had long hoarded 
from ſtarving the ſervants, and. deny- 


ing 


n 
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ing her huſband thoſe indulgences to 
which he had ever been accuſtomed, 
would inſure them a comfortable ſubiſt- 
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tioning it to his friends, they became of 
his opinion, and Sir William Claren- 
don offered to ſtay with him for that 
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ence for his life, and at his death her ſet- 10 1 
tlement would afford them a certain 9 
affluence. For this end they affected Ws | 
ſo deep. a reſentment at the charge of 4 
forgery, that it partly impoſed upon Fl | 
the gentlemen who ſaw not through . 
their deſign, but propoſed going to "nl 
North Hall, and by Mr. Forteſcue's 9 
anſwer be determined what further fy 
meaſures. to purſue. But juſt as they 9 
were ſetting out, it occurred to Mr. [3 | 
Fitzoſborne, who from. living in the id 4 
neighbourhood, knew the character this jo 1 
woman bore for art and duplicity, ped: 0 
that it would be highly improper to 4 il | 
leave them without a guard, and men- | if 1 
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purpoſe, with three ſervants who. at- 
tended them, whilſt Sir James and the 
Colonel went on. This was inſtantly 
acceded to, they ſet off, the others 
remained in the parlour, and the ſer- 
vants armed ſtood at the door, 
ſtregthened by ſeveral of Mr. Forteſ- 
cue's, who gladly joined their maſter's 
party. This was a ſtroke of politics 
equally unexpected and unwelcome to 
_ OfCarrol and his vile aſſociate, who. 
uncertain in what manner to act, at 
laſt thought it would be beſt to con- 
tinue the undaunted aſſurance they had 
hitherto preſerved, hoping it might 
throw the gentlemen off their guard, 
and leave them at liberty to eſcape, 
but in this 17 7 were miſtaken. 


In the mean time Sir James and the 


Colonel arrived at North Hall, and 


mentioned cheir proceedings to Mr. 
5 PHFPorteſcue, 


F orteſcue, who FA SE ck 
ed at this intelligence, not as he decla- 
red from any conſciouſneſs of having 
ſigned the deed of. gift, but from a 
knowledge of their complete villainy, 
which he ſaid he doubted not would 


induce his wife and her brother to 


take any meaſures to obtain their ends. 
Hle repeatedly aſſured them in the 
cleareſt and moſt reſolute manner, 
that he had never ſigned any paper ſince 
his marriage, having been particularly 
cautioned on that head by a friend, who 
ſuſpected his wife of unjuſtifiable in- 
tentions. He added, that once they 
brought him a parchment they called 
a leaſe of ſome houſe on his eſtate, 
but that he abſolutely refuſed to ſign 
it, as they would not permit him to 
read it; and that this refuſal had af- 
terwards cauſed him many miſerable 
hours. 
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The propoſals were then ſettled which 
were to be made to Mrs. Forteſcue, 
and leſt ſhe ſhould Leroy accepting 
them, Sir James and the” Colonel. took 
with them 25 8 officers to terrify her 


into compliance, and again direfted 


their courſe to Wood Park. Here they 
found every thing in the ſame ſtate in. 
which they left it, and they ordered 


the officers to walk up and down before 


the windows, whilſt they entered the 
room. Mrs. Forteſcue and her brother 
ſtarted at the ſight of the men, but re- 
ſtrained both their terror and anger, till 
they heard Sir James ſpeak, who with 
the moſt perfect calmneſs thus addreſſed 
them. You muſt both be too ſenſi- 
ble of your own guilt, not to anticipate 
the intelligence I bring. Mr. Forteſcue 
utterly denies having ſigned any paper 
fince his unhappy connection with you; 
the officers are therefore waiting without 

tO, 


IEEE V 1 EC. 


to commit you on the charge of forgery, 
and to confine you till you can be 
brought to a public trial: but he thirſts 
not for your blood, therefore liſten to 
me. With that humanity which ever 
marks his character, he has conſented 
you ſhall be this inſtant releaſed, if you 
will give up your ſettlement; and con- 
feſs the forgery ; neither does he recede 
from his former propoſal of allowing 
you a comfortable annuity, though. this 
additional proof of your baſe ingratitude 
might well authorize ſuch a ſtep; but 
liberty and life upon n terms ſhall 
ſtill be * 1 | 


O. Carrol ſhook with ee 
and ſaw himſelf in idea in the hands of 
juſtice, and the fatal cord round his neck ; 
and fear, not penitence, induced him 
to fall on his knees, entreat for mercy, and 
make a full confeſſion of his guilt; then 


going 
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going to a bureau, he took out his 
ſiſter's ſettlement and the falſe deed, and 
gave them both to Sir James. Mrs. 
Forteſcue ſaw the whole tranſaction with 
1 mere hardened than 
her brother, ſhe ſtill hoped a more fa- 
vourable turn of fortune; and better 
acquainted with the extteme mildneſs of 
Mr. Forteſcue's diſpoſition, doubted not, 
but with ſome expoſtulation, ſhe ſhould, at 
leaſt, obtain leave to keep the ſettlemept ; 
but his precipitate conduct depriving her 
of this hope, the inſtant ſhe ſaw Sir 
James put the parchment in his pocket, 
the became furious with paſſion, which 
ſhe vented in the bittereſt invectives. 
When her rage had exhauſted itſelf, ſhe 
became calm, from the mere impoſſibi- 
lity of continuing her violent expreſſiofls; 
and O. Carrol, taking advantage of this 
ceſſation, endeavoured to convince her 
of the propriety as well as neceſſity of 


liſtening 


* 


liſtening to her huſband's propoſal; as 


he ſaw too well in the countenance of 
Sir James, a reſolute determination, 
which left no hope of a revocation of a 

ſentence pronounced in ſo decifive a 
manner. He begged the gentlemen to 
withdraw for a moment; and when they 
were alone, he painted ſo forcibly the 
conſequences of a refuſal, that ſhe was 
at laſt obliged to comply, but deſired 
ſhe might remain a day or two longer 
in the houſe to pack up her cloaths. 


This requeſt Sir James thought proper 


to deny, as he declared he ſhould ſtay 
till ſhe was gone, and then proceeded to 
fix his ſeal upon every place of con- 
ſequence ; whilſt diſappointed in her 
hopes of plunder, ſhe ſoon made every 
| preparation, and Sir James ordering the 
carriage, with a mortified heart, though 


an unſubdued ſpirit, ſhe attended” her 


brother to his habitation at I., 
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Which had long been merely a nominal 


one. Here they waited till Mr. For- 
teſcue ſent the. paper which empowered 
his wife to receive the annuity, and 


then left a country where the characters 
of Mrs. Forteſcue and her brother 


were both known and deteſted, and flew 
for an aſylum to a diſtant part of the 
kingdom, in which we will leave them 


to the puniſhment they ſo well deſerve, 


* terrors of an evil conſcience, and 
the reflection that their own guilt and 
folly have deprived them of thoſe com- 


forts they would have _ have 


. Were, 


T:! EE TE 


_ | 


— 


* 7 ; n 
35 — 
V. * 
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WEN Sir James returned to 
Mr. Forteſcue with the account of his 
ſucceſs, the old gentleman burſt into 
tears, and ſeizing his hand, thanked 
him in the moſt earneſt manner for 
his ſpirited conduct, that had releaſed 
him from a tie, which had fo long 
rendered his life a burden; and from 
that moment regained his uſual chear- 
fulneſs and tranquillity. 1 Mr. Cleve- 
land purchaſed, and took immediate 
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poſſeſſion of Wood Park, and at | 
= + | a i ; "* % { 


Pp. 


A 


the earneſt requeſt of Honoria, he re- 
inſtated Connor as head gardener. I 
would not have my readers ſuppoſe 
our heroine had forgotten her old 
nurſe. The day after her arrival, 
whilſt the gentlemen were tranſacting 
the buſineſs at Wood Park, attended 
by the other ladies, ſhe drove near 
the well-known - cottage, when they 
alighted, and walked up to the houſe. 
Mrs. Connor ſaw them at a diſtance, 
without knowing who they were, and 
advanced to meet them, but the in- 
ſtant ſne perceived Honoria, ſhe ran, 
and claſping her in her arms, ex- 
claimed in a tranſport of joy, © Oh, 
my dear child! are you come at laſt 

to ſee me? why, they rold. me, that 
a wicked crature pretended to be 
vou, and had got your name and your 
fortune, and all the while ſhe was 
- as, 1 was crying to think you had 
| forgotten 
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forgotten your poor old nurſe: : but 
now you are your own. ſelf again, 


vou are as good as when you fat upon 


my knee, or when in firſt madam's 
time, you came here every day with 
Miſs Henny, and ran about the gar- 
den, and plucked flowers,” Honoria, 


with equal affection, returned. the good 


woman's embraces, who was ſo over- 


powered, ſhe ſaw not Lady Euſtace, 


till Mrs. Effingham, pointing to her, 


enquired if ſhe did, not know that 
lady? Mrs. Connor, when a little re- 


eovered, made a handſome apology, | 


and. ſaid, Miſs Henny always loved 


Mis Honoria ſo well, ſhe was ſure ſhe. 
would not be angry with her for the 
preference. Emily was delighted with 


her affection and gratitude: Mrs. Cleve- 


land had often ſeen her, when in for- 


mer days ſne viſited at the Park, 
* and 


— — . —— 
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and had ever loved her honeſt and 
tender ſolicitude for her little darling, 


as ſhe always called our heroine. 
They then explained to her ſome of 


the circumſtances which ſhe was yet 
ignorant of, and when ſhe heard of 


Honoria's marriage with Colonel Ef. 
fingham, ſhe was almoſt out of her 
ſenſes with joy. © Ay! (cried ſhe) 1 
have told Paddy a thouſand and a 
thouſand times, that there was not a 
man in the world good enough for 


her but the Captain, and that if ſhe 


would not have nobody at all, ſhe. 


might have him, becauſe he was ſo good, 


and ſo chantable, and ſo gentle, and | 


ſo much like herſelf.” Honoria ſmiled 
at her encomiums, and deſired that 
the and her huſband would dine the 


next day at North Hall, and then they 1 


ſhould ſee both the Colonel and her 


brother; but even the hope of ſeeing 
DE her 


| 


* 1 ER WE ws © ; 
Her again fo ſoon, could ſcarcely pre- 
vail on Mrs. Connor to part with 
her then; ſhe walked by the carriage, 
which drove flowly, above a mile, 
talking to her all the way, and at 


laſt very unwillingly ned to her 
own houſe. 


I follgwing day 4 were punc- 
| tual to their appointment, and exclu- 
five of the ſatisfaction they derived 
from the attention with which they 
were treated by the whole party, their 
future comfort was ſecured by a hand- 
ſome annuity which Colonel Effing- 
ham ſettled on them for both their 
lives, as a reward for their kindneſs 
to his beloved Honoria, in, providing 
her an aſylum in England, and releaſ- 
ing her from the cruelty of Mrs. For- 
teſcue. Sir William Clarendon, wii < 
had in vain attempted. to evan on | 
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the Colonel to let him have the plea- 
ſure of paying half, ſaying he was e- 
dually obliged. to them, after expreſ- | 
fing his thanks, forced on them a no- 
ble preſent. in the name of himſelf and 
his lady, whoſe. affection to Honoria | 
he declared could not be exceeded, 
and only equalled by that which her 
mother and huſband | bore . her: The 
good old couple knew not how to ex- 
preſs their delight and gratitude for 
theſe numerous obligations; and Mr. 
Cleveland added to the happineſs of 
Paddy, by giving him the charge of 
overlooking his garden; the Colonel's 
bounty had ſet him above labour, but 
employment was ſo natural to his 
active ſpirit, that in a life of total 
quietneſs he would have wanted a- 
muſement, and was ſo fond of his 
former occupation, that the continu- 
ance of it was a real pleaſure to 
him. 3 3 8 e 5 | | | 
Every 
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Every thing thus happily | ſettled, 


they all returned to England, accom- 
panied by Mr. Forteſcue. Lady 
Clarendon, though eaſy, had not been 
happy in the abſence of her children, 
and was truly rejoiced to ſee them 


once more. During this little period, 
had attached 


Sir Charles Mortimer 
himſelf to Fanny Aſhbourn, and Har- 


ry to Ellen Lambert, and all parties 
appeared to approve of theſe connec- 
Miſs 


tions. In the winter, all but 
| Melmoth went to London: Sir Willi- 
am Clarendon and the Colonel took 
a houſe not very diſtant from each o- 


ther, and as nearly Lady Clarendon as 
poſſible ; and the latter began to ſeek for 
a ſummer reſidence in Hertfordſhire, 


in . compliance both with his own and 


| Honoria's wiſhes t to fix near the Fair- 
faxes and Miſs Melmoth, and not very 
far from Sir William, to whom his. 
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mother had given up Clarendon place, 

intending herſelf to keep only the houſe 
in Harley-ſtreet, and paſs the ſummer 
with her children. 


The Colonel ſucceeded ww his 
expectations; he purchaſed an elegant 
houſe and park within the propoſed 
diſtance of Ware, and Sir James Euſtace 
followed his example, to the infinite 
fatisfaftion of Honoria, Mr. Forteſ- 
cue was to live wholly with his daugh- 
ter, except when he choſe to viſit his 
beloved niece, as he ſtill called our 
heroine, who was ever pratefully at- 
| tached to him. Lady Egerton at the 
expiration of the year of ſolitude ſhe | 
had ſpent in Devonſhire, returned once 
more to her friend, and again in 
ſome degree mixed with the world, 
though” with a firm refolution ſhe ſtill 
adheres to the determination ſhe} made 
at 

3 
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; at the death of Sir William, never to 
enter into a ſecond engagement. The 


memory of her unfortunate lover is ſtill 
engraved on a heart, that never did, that 


never can know another attachment. 


A ſimilarity of diſpoſition, and a ſimi- 
larity of fate, have endeared her and 
Miſs Melmoth to each other; both con- 
ſidering themſelves, in ſome meaſure, 
the cauſe of the death of the perſon they 
beſt loved in the world. 


The n * induced A 


Melmoth firſt to protect Honoria, has 


been its own reward ; for in the ſtrong 


and ſincere affection ſhe has long borne 
her, ſhe has in a degree loſt the recol- 
lection of thoſe misforrunes, which be- 
fore preſſed ſo heavy on her ſoul. Ho- 
noria's happineſs is become her own, 
and * bleſſing ſhe enjoys, reflects a 
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beam of true ſatisfaction on the breaft 
of her attached and benevolent friend. 

Lady Clarendon and Lady Mortimer, 
in the excellent conduct of their chil- 
dren, experience the happy effects of 
having in their youth inſtilled into their 
minds thoſe principles of virtue, which 
have ſince regulated their lives. 


Emily, from having copied the ex- 
ample of Honoria, whoſe pure and 


ſteady mind had been unſhaken by ad- 


verſity, unſullied by proſperity, has re- 
formed the few errors which aroſe mere- 
ly from a volatile imagination, and is 
become herſelf a bright pattern of every 
virtue. Fond of her to exceſs, Sir 
William would have loved cven her 
faults; yet he rejoiced to think ſhe was 
equally worthy of his eſteem, admira- 
ration, and affection. | 
*V˖V Major 
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N Southmore having with Sir Wil- 
liam Egerton's eſtate acquired the power, 


as he before poſſeſſed the will, of doing 


good in the moſt extenſive ſenſe of the 
word, was truly happy, and had not a 
wiſh ungratified. He would not recall 


his ſon from the ſervice of his country, 


but he gave him ſuch an allowance, 


that, added to his pay, enabled him and 


his family to live in a ſtyle of comfort 
and elegance, which their limited 1n- 
come would not before permit. He 


now devotes his time to the education 


of his grandſon and nephews; alternate- 
ly viſiting his friends, and often ſpend- 
ing ſeveral months with old Mrs. Lam- 
| ber to enjoy the company of his nieces, 


whom he will not, though extremely 
fond of them, remove from under her 
protection. Ellen, it is believed, will 
ſoon have a protector in Mr, Aſhbourn, 
vor: Lucy will ſtill remain with her grand- 
mother, 
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mother, whoſe declining health requires 
her attendance, only ſtaying with her 
ſiſter now and then a few weeks at a 
. | 


3 Harcourt, though he thorough- 
ly deteſts his wife for the duplicity of 
her conduct, yet not being able to af- 
ford her a ſeparate maintenance, is ob- 
liged to take her with him wherever he 
goes; and, as ever muſt be the conſe- 
quence of mutual diſlike and ill opinion, | 
they live in. a continual ſtate of oppo- 
ſition and diſconter.. Marianne often 
bitterly regrets the ambition which in- 
duced her to perſonate Honoria, and 
marry Captain Harcourt ; convinced, 
from obſervation ' and experience, ſhe 
ſhould have been much Happrrr in an 
humble ſituation. 


Sir 


4 we 1 26 an 
Sir James and Lady Euſtace, Captain 
and Mrs. Fairfax, live in that perfect 
harmony with each other, which is ever 


the reſult of a choice, built on a well- 


grounded opinion, and ſecured by en- 
creaſing affection and confirmed eſteem. 


Colonel Effingham and Honoria, af- 
ter the various misfortunes they have 
both experienced, enjoy with more gra- 
titude to Heaven, the ſtate of tranquil 
felicity in which they are now placed. 
Happy in the eſteem of their friehds, 


and the approbation of the world; 


aſſured of each other's diſintereſted af- 
fection, and convinced it will never 
leſſen: ſurrounded by thoſe dear con- 
nections whole encreaſing regard and de- 


lightful ſocicty, could of themſelves give 


_ pleaſure, their wiſhes are all fulfilled. 


From the doubts which formerly tor= 


mented their minds having proved fal- 
| | lacious, 
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mother, whoſe declining health requires 
her attendance, only ſtaying with her 
ſiſter now and then a few weeks at a 
time. | 


Captain Harcourt, though he thorough- 
ly deteſts his wife for the duplicity of 
her conduct, yet not being able to at- 
ford her a ſeparate maintenance, is ob- 
liged to take her with him wherever he 
goes; and, as ever muſt be the conſe- 
quence of mutual diſlike and ill opinion, 
they live in a continual ſtate of oppo- 
ſition and diſconter.. Marianne often 
bitterly regrets the ambition which in- 
duced her to perſonate Honoria, and. 
marry Captain Harcourt; convinced, 
from obſervation and experience, ſhe 
ſhould have been much ws oa in an 
humble ſiruation. 
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Sir bl and Lady Euſtace, Captain 
and Mrs. Fairfax, live in that perfect 


harmony with each other, which is ever 


the reſult of a choice, built on a well- 
grounded opinion, and ſecured by en- 
_ creaſing affection and confirmed eſteem. 


Colonel Effingham and Honoria, af- 
ter the various misfortunes they have 
both experienced, enjoy with more gra- 


titude to Heaven, the ſtate of tranquil 
felicity in which they are now placed. 


Happy in the eſteem of. their friends, 
and the approbation- of the world ; 
aſſured of cach other's diſintereſted af- 


fection, and convinced it will never 
leflen : ſurrounded by thoſe dear con- 


nections whole encreaſing regard and de- 
lightful ſocicty, could of themſelves give 
pleaſure, their wiſhes are all fulfilled. 
From the doubts which formerly tor- 
mented their minds having proved fal- 


lacious, | 
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lacious, they have now the moſt perfect 
confidence in each other; and from the 
trueſt attachment, grounded on the ſin- 
cereſt friendſhip, they poſſeſs that real 


happineſs ſo ſeldom experienced by hu- 
manity. 


E Yet it will often, though not always, 
fall to the lot of thoſe who placing a 
firm dependence on Providence, ſupport 
the evils of life without repining, and 
enjoy the bleſſings of it, by diffuſing 
them to all around them; and let us 
'remember, if the virtuous loſe an earth- 
ly reward, they are ſure of poſſeſſing 
perfect felicity, in a ſtate where happi- 
neſs can meet wich no alloy. 


THE END. 
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